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HE friends of the many estima- 
ble women who are engaged in 
the work of reforming the evil na- 

ture of mankind are frequently subjected 
to distress of mind by the utter disre- 
gard of the veracities which these women 
reformers so often exhibit, for it is to be 
feared that in their zeal for reforming 
things their fervor doth often get the 
better of their judgment. Examples of 
this tendency are numerous. Dr. R. V. 
Pierce, of Buffalo, had no difficulty in 
proving the falsity of some of the 
charges brought last year by the Wom- 
en’s Christian Temperance Union regard- 
ing the alleged high percentage of alco- 
hol contained in his “Golden Medical Dis- 
covery,” and the person responsible for 
the publication of the charges was obliged 
to withdraw them and make fitting apol- 
ogy. The most recent expression of this 
feminine disregard for facts was made at 
the mid-year convention of the New York 
County Branch of the W. C. T. U. held 
in New York city on February 20, where 
the superintendent of the department on 
“Non-Alcoholic Medication” charged that 
a certain make of ‘“Sarsaparilla” adver- 
tised in the temperance paper, the 
“Voice,” was dosed with alcohol to the 
extent of 36%4 per cent. The absurdity 
of this charge is apparent on the face of 
it. A “Sarsaparilla” containing so large 
a proportion of alcohol as that charged 
would smell and taste like raw whisky, 
and it would be next to impossible to 
dissolve a sufficient amount of sugar in 
the liquid to make it agreeable to the 
palate—to say nothing of the solution of 
salts which form a component part of 
the bulk of all the “Sarsaparillas” on the 
market. We do not gather from the re- 
port of the W. C. T. U. convention that 
the statement in regard to the amount of 
alcohol contained in the “Sarsaparilla” ad- 
vertised in the “Voice” was accompanied 
by the certificate of any analytical chem- 
ist, and we hardly know whether we 
should accept such a certificate even if 


offered in connection with a report of the 
kind referred to. The bringing of such 
charges against old established houses 
and the manufacturers of standard prep- 
arations does not, in our opinion, serve 
either to benefit the W. C. T. U. or the 
cause it stands for. To our thinking they 
but lessen the usefulness of the organiza- 
tion, and in some cases operate to bring 
it into contempt. The ease with which 
Dr. Pierce disposed of the statements 
made in regard to his preparation leads 
us to opine that the maker of the particu- 
lar “Sarsaparilla” singled out for attack 
by the women reformers will find it equal- 
ly easy to refute the assertions so lightly 
uttered at the convention of the W. C. T. 
[Se 


A PARCELS POST. 





OME of the department store people 
have succeeded in getting up a good 
deal of discussion concerning the ad- 

visability of adopting a cheap rate of 
postage for the transmission of packages 
of merchandise. In this agitation the de- 
partment stores and mail order houses 
have been assisted by the manufacturers, 
many of whom welcome the proposed 
change in the rate of postage on merchan- 
dise as a means of doing away with both 
the jobber and the retailer, and of sup- 
plying their goods direct by mail. When 
the matter was brought before the Paint, 
Oil and Varnish Club of this city recent- 
ly, the members agreed not to recom- 
mend the proposed reduction, holding 
that such a change would bring about so 
radical a difference in existing conditions 
as to be dangerous not only to the trade 
but to the post office and to the people at 
large. We feel confident that there is no 
general sentiment in favor of the proposed 
reduction in the rate of parcel postage, 
and that such a change would work great 
injury to the retail dealers all over the 
country without giving the public any 
corresponding advantage, and we trust 
that our readers will take active ground 
in opposition to the proposed change. It 
can not benefit any one save the manufac- 
turer and the “mail-order” stores, 
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CO-OPERATIVE BUYING. 


HE question of the relations between 
the co-operative buying associations 
and the National Association of Re- 

tail Druggists is one of very grave im- 
portance and one which has been debated 
in a quiet way for a long time. There 
has been no disposition on the part of 
the members of the co-operative buying 
associations to antagonize the N. A. R. 
D., and many have signified their willing- 
ness to at once surrender the privilege of 
purchasing direct so soon as the jobbers 
in their particular territory had been 
srought into line. The Consumers’ Drug 
Company, of New York city, which was 
one of the first of these organizations to 
come into existence, seems to have very 
cleverly evaded the difficulties which con- 
fronted them in their efforts to conform 
to the wishes of the N. A. R. D. without 
surrendering the profits which accrue 
from the direct purchase of quantity lots 
from manufacturers. So long as the Con- 
sumers’ Drug Company was merely an 
association of retail druggists it could not 
well ask to be placed upon the accepted 
list of jobbers. Realizing this, the drug- 
gists who have direction of the affairs of 
that company, have organized and are 
about incorporating a regular stock com- 
pany to be known as the New York Con- 
solidated Drug Company, with a capital 
of $26,000, to carry on a wholesale drug 
business. The limitation of the holdings 
in this stock company to one share for 
each individual insures its conduct along 
practically the same lines as those fol- 
lowed by the Consumers’ Drug Company 
in this city, and the Wholesale Drug 
Company in Philadelphia. 

That jobbers should object to the rec- 
ognition of concerns of this character is 
perfectly natural, but the question wheth- 
er these objections should be sufficient 
to prevent the recognition of stock com- 
panies which have been regularly incor- 
porated merely on the ground that the 
stockholders are retail druggists is a mat- 
ter for very grave consideration. The 
Eastern Drug Company of Boston, which 
has succeeded to the wholesale drug busi- 
ness of four of the jobbing houses of that 
city, is undoubtedly entitled to all the 
privileges of an exclusively wholesale 
concern under the tripartite agreement. 
The difference between that company and 
the New York Consolidated Drug Com- 
pany lies mainly in the character of the 
stockholders. So long as the incorporat- 
ed company conducts an _ exclusively 
wholesale or jobbing drug business it 
would seem that the committee of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion could scarcely go into the question of 
the ownership of the stock in the con- 
cern. Under the purely co-operative plan 
where the sales were restricted to mem- 
bers of the association and each pur- 


chaser given the benefit directly of the 
quantity price, the jobber had a very good 
case against the co-operative buyer. So 
soon, however, as the association be- 
comes incorporated as a stock company, 
agrees to sell to all comers and charges 
the purchaser the prevailing jobbing 
price we scarcely think that the jobber 
will be able to make a very strong case 
merely on the ground that any profit 
which may accrue will ultimately reach 
the stockholders who happen to be retail 
druggists. 

The action taken by the New York 
Board of Trade in appointing a com- 
mittee to study the subject brings the 
matter to a focus and we await with pro- 
found interest the result of the work of 
this committee, for its appointment is 
the first open admission by the jobbing 
trade of the seriousness of the movement 
toward co-operative buying by retailers. 


PURE FOOD CONGRESS. 


HE Governors of the several States 
are now busily exercising their high 
prerogative of appointing delegates 

to the Pure Food and Drug Congress 
which convenes in Washington City on 
March 7. The gathering of farmers, 
dairy keepers, apiarists, State chemists, 
medical dilettantes, grangers and oth- 
ers interested in the subject of pure 
food and drugs promises to be 
fully as unique and delightful an oc- 
casion as any previous congress. Joseph 
E. Blackburn, the State Dairy and Food 
Commissioner of Ohio, will preside, and 
Dr. H. W. Wiley of Washington will 
participate actively, as usual. The Gov- 
ernors of States have the privilege of ap- 
pointing ten delegates, and the persons 
chosen as representatives are the favored 
recipients of handsomely engraved com- 
missions bearing the seals of the State, 
of most impressive appearance. As mu- 
ral decorations some of these State com- 
missions run a close second to the en- 
grossed and signed certificates issued by 
the local Board of Pharmacy, and they 
are destined doubtlessly to displace many 
a cherished chromo in the homes of wor- 
thy citizens. 


LIQUORS IN THE PHARMA- 
COPOEIA. 


E print elsewhere in this issue a 
W brief article by Dr. Frederick A. 
Castle upon the therapeutic value 

of alcoholic stimulants, which constitutes 
a valuable addition to the discussion of 
the subject of the omission of alcoholic 
liquors from the Pharmacopoeia. Dr. 
Castle, whose standing in the medical 
world entitles his opinion to very ma- 
terial weight, takes very strong ground 
in opposition to the theory that the al- 
coholic contents of a liquor is the sole 
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criterion of its therapeutic value. The 
view taken by Dr. Castle is that taken 
by a great majority of the authorities on 
therapeutics. It has become a generally 
understood principle that the admission 
or exclusion of medicines from the Phar- 
macopoeia should be the special province 
of the medical members of the Committee 
of Revision, while the tests, descriptions 
and methods of preparation are left to 
the decision of the pharmacists and chem- 
ists of the committee. This is a perfectly 
natural and legitimate division of the la- 
bors of the committee, since it is the 
physician who orders and the pharmacist 
who prepares the medicaments. There 
is much in therapeutics which does not 
respond to test tube reactions. So able a 
student as Prof. J. U. Lloyd has long 
maintained this as regards the difference 
between the results obtained with alka- 
loids and with the extracts from the drugs 
containing alkaloids. We feel confident 
that when the convention for revision of 
the Pharmacopoeia convenes the views 
set forth by Dr. Castle will prevail. 


“TIMMY” GOES A-BEGGING 


HE charitable spirit which is abroad 
at this season is being appealed to 
by the indefatigable “Timmy” in his 

efforts to secure the necessary dollars to 
keep a-boiling the pot of the so-called 
“League for Shorter Hours.” We learn 
that some of the charitably inclined who 
have hertofore been an easy mark for 
him have decided to investigate “Timmy” 
and his “League” before contributing 
further means for its support. The be- 
nevolently inclined should have no dif- 
ficulty in coming to a conclusion as to 
the best course to pursue in view of the 
following resolution passed by the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy of the City of New 
York: 


Whereas, the attention of the officers and mem- 
bers of this college has been called to the fact 
that appeals for money have been made and are 
being made to clergymen and other citizens of 
New York in the name of a so-called “Drug- 
gists’ League for Shorter Hours,’ which appeals 
are accompanied by statements in regard to the 
drug trade; and, 

Whereas, the members of the College of Phar- 
macy of the City of New York have reason to be- 
lieve that the relations of this college and_ its 
members (reputable druggists in the city of New 
York) may be misunderstood or misrepresented; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York disapproves and condemns 
the action of the so-called “Druggists’ League 
for Shorter Hours” in making such appeals for 
money and cautions the public against the same. 


Food for Thought From Beginning 
to End. 


I enjoy every page of your journal. I 
think there is food for thought from be- 
ginning to end init. No druggist can be 
“up to date” without the AMERICAN 
Drucoist in his stock and trade. I have 
been a subscriber to your AMERICAN 
DruccIst since ’77, and your Ad Depart- 
ment is a “bouncer.” 


Cuas. H. CuMMINGs. 
MaAncHesterR, N. H. 
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FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE NATIONAL PHARMACOPOEIA. 


By Pror. FrRepericK J. WuLLING, Pu.G. 


ITH a view of ascertaining the fre- 
quency with which a certain num- 
ber of specified drugs and prep- 

arations are now prescribed, the writer a 
short time ago addressed an inquiry to 
a number of pharmacists. These pharma- 
cists were asked to examine their pre- 
scription files dating from January 1, 
1895, to January, 1900 and to note the 
number of times the specified articles 
were called for. The list of drugs and 
preparations named in the inquiry was 
as follows: 


Alumini Hydras. Acidum Stearicum. 


Confectio Senne. Allium. ho 
Cassia Fistula. Syrupus Allii. 
Prunum. Ammoniacum. 
Ficus. Chrysarobinum. | 
Caulophylium. Ungt. Chrysarobini. 


Chelidonium. Pulsatilla. 
Decoctum Sarsaparille. Inula. | 

Compos. Fel Bovis. | 
Emulsum Ammoniaci. Fel Bovis Purificatum. 
Extractum Quassiz. Trochisci Krameriz. 





Kamala. Cascarilla. 

Mellisa. Infus. Cinchone. | 
Phytolacca Fructus. Inf. Senne Compositum. 
Sumbul. Glycyrrhizinum Ammon- 
Tinct. Sumbul. iatum. 

Syr. Krameriz. Mangani Sulphas. 


Tamarindus. 


Articles Seldom Called For. 


The following results were obtained 
after an examination of over two million 
prescriptions: é 

Confection of senna was prescribed 
twice. ; 

Compound infusion of senna, four 
times. : 

Compound syrup of sarsaparilla, two 
times. 

Syrup of krameria, once. ' 

The other drugs and _ preparations 
enumerated did not figure among the 
prescription orders, excepting sumbul, 
and this was prescribed in the form of a 
pill of a specified manufacture. None of 
the drugs found sale over the counter 
excepting: 

Caulophyllum. 


Chelidonium. 
Tamarindus. 


With regard to the quantities of drugs 
prescribed or purchased, no definite in- 
formation was given beyond the state- 
ment that the calls were very limited. 
Two of my correspondents stated that 
they had occasional calls for tamarinds, 
but the article was not carried in stock 


and had to be obtained from dealers on 
call. Perhaps twenty pharmacists wrote 
that they had from one to six calls dur- 
ing the year for blue cohosh root. One 
reported sales of celandine during the 
period to a single customer, who buys 
a small quantity regularly. 


Articles That Should Be Dismissed From 
the Pharmacopoeia. 


A number of pharmacists who had been 
communicated with informed me without 
examining their prescription files to as- 
certain whether the drugs had been pre- 
scribed or not that they had none of the 
drugs enumerated in stock, and among 
these correspondents were the proprie- 
tors of large establishments, who added 
the information that they had not manu- 
factured any of the preparations named. 
Several wrote to the effect that they had 
never or very rarely either sold or dis- 
pensed any of the drugs or preparations 
in my list, and their experience extended 
in some cases over a period of thirty 
years. 

The part of the country represented in 
this inquiry was the Northwestern States, 
though a few returns were obtained from 
the Eastern and Southern States. In 
view of these results the retention of such 
drugs and preparations in the Pharma- 
copoeia would seem to be unnecessary. 


Articles That Should Be Added to the 
Pharmacopoeia. 


A somewhat extensive inquiry among 
representative physicians and pharmacists 
leads me to believe that the following 
named articles are in sufficient general 
use to warrant adding them to the Phar- 
macopoeia: 

Glyceritum Tragacanthe, N. F. 

Gossypium Stypticum, N. F. 

Linimentum Saponato-Camphoratum, N. F. 

Carbonic Acid Water. 

Liquor Carmini, N. F. 

Magendie’s Solution of Morphine, N. F. 

Dobell’s Solution, N. F. 

Lotio Plumbi et Opii, N. F. 

Dextrin. 

Mucilago Dextrine, N. F. 

Oleatum Quinine, N. F. 

Oleosacchara. 

Oleum Carbolatum, N. F. 

Pil. Aloini Strychnine et Belladonne Co., 


/* 3 

Pilule Opii et Plumbi, N. F. 

Sal Carolinum Factitium Crystal, N. F. 
Talcum Purificatum, F, 

Tinct. Iodi Decolorata, N. F. 

Vinum Carnis et Ferri, N. F. 
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Collodium Iodatum, N. F. 
Elixir Cinchone, N. F. 

Elixir Gentiane, N. F. 

Elixir Pepsin, F. : 

Elixir Pepsin et Bismuthi, N. F. 
Elixir Cascara Sagrade, N. F. 
Emulsio Olei Morrhue, N. F. 
Extract Aletris Fluid, N. F. 


The Tests for Purity of U. S. P. Chemi- 
cals. 

In the test for calcium limit in potassii 
bitartras the U. S. Pharmacopoeia directs 
to shake repeatedly during half an hour 
with acetic acid and water. By shaking 
occasionally during two hours and after 
treating the filtrate with T. S. ammonium 
oxalate and allowing at least two min- 
utes to elapse instead of one before tak- 
ing note of the turbidity, if any, a most 
satisfactory result is obtained. 

About a dozen samples of sodii et po- 
tassii tartras examined during the past 
four or five years all contained carbonate, 
though they were otherwise pharmaco- 
poeial. The U. S. pharmacoepia gives 
no test for carbonate. 

Six samples of strontium bromide and 
iodide were examined and gave reactions 
showing presence of calcium, probably 
more than one per cent. The U. 
Pharmacopoeia gives no test for calcium. 
The test for barium is unreliable, as the 
addition of 0.4 per cent. to strontium 
bromide cannot be detected by the test. 

University of Minnesota, College of Pharmacy. 


Pharmacy of Heroine. 


The following formule are given in 
Nouveaux Remedes for the various prep- 
arations of heroine: 

CoucHu Drops. 
Heroine hydrochloride ........ 10 cgm. 
Bitter almond water.......... 20 gm. 


Dissolve, 15 to 20 drops to be taken in sweet- 
ened water. 


Coucu PI1is. 
Heroine hydrochloride ....... 15 cgm. 
PAMCMNIO UG (6. dr55.0::61<:5 4s djovers sass q. s. 
Mass and divide into 30 pills. One pill to be 
taken thrice or four times daily. 


SEDATIVE Syrup. 


Heroine hydrochloride ....... 15 cgm. 
WUNTRIN® GUE o 6.5.9, :0.054.000-40-0'sse'e 100 gm. 


A teaspoonful at bedtime. 
SLEEPING PowpeEr. 


PAID NANG ofeiciao alesw/as,olarcsaiaisrsvela eave I gm. 
MPQROING 4 ocicsascwlan sedate oaecieae 5 mgm. 


To be taken at bedtime in a cup of warm milk. 
SLEEPING DRauGHurt. 


gS) 1 ee ee 2 cgm. 
PIGGY oiexa'ssaveieieccieseias q. s. to dissolve. 
MYSUD’ OF LOM i. 60:5 «codecs ane 100 gm. 


One-half to be taken at bedtime, and the+dose 
repeated, if required, during the night. 
HEROINE MIXTURE. 
LCS 1 0 a RA eee 5 cgm. 
Alcohol (90 per cent.)..q. s. to dissolve. 
Syrup of orange flowers, 
Syrup of tolu, 
Glycerin, Of €aCls...iécedcs 50 gm. 
Dose, one tablespoonful. 


HEROINE Pitts FoR CONSTIPATION. 


RPRGNO te neve haenmounsise «ieee 5 mgm. 
Marsh mallow powder........ 3 cgm. 
Extract of rhubarb .......... 3 cgm. 


For one pill. 
HEROINE CACHETS, 


NEON ose: so: eho 5, erucret nl ereeces avs 5 mgm. 
POWGUElCE SUGED <i.cccccccsss 25 cgm. 
NUMMER loca c.s1e.s go 6: oxdrphdcdena 10 cgm. 


For one cachet. 


If you will tell about that clever me- 
chanical device of yours in a paper for 
the Prize Essay Department you may 
win the $5 prize. 




















Prize Essay 


Brief, 


invited for the Prize Essay Department. 
American Druggist will fortnightly pay $5.00. 


long or short, the 


L 


bright essays on subjects of interest to pharmacists are 








Department. 


For every article printed, 
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SOME PROFITABLE PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL PREPA- 
RATIONS. 

By HerMAN Harms, Pu.G. 


LTHOUGH the composition of the 
active ingredients of the following 
preparations are familiar, their ex- 

act working formulas are not known to 
the average pharmacist. Being largely 
demanded and staple preparations, they 
can be made in larger quantity, effecting 
thus an additional saving of cost and 
time. They require no particular skill, 
are readily prepared and yield a good 
profit. 
Colorless Liquid Hydrastis. 


Hydrastine muriate (white al- 


REED sccevd Sossnecesens ° a 
SNERE ches sek bwseboneb eres 6 fi. oz 
ee NE nessa ban sone 10 fl. oz 


Mix and filter if necessary. Keep in 
amber bottles. 


Elixir Terpin Hydrate and Codeine. 


A great many formulas for this elixir 
have been published from time to time, 
but in the majority the terpin hydrate 
separates within a few days, which is not 
the case with the following: 


Terpin hydrate....... 2 oz. av. 2% dr. 


ee eee 16 grains. 
ne TT Ty ie ere 3 pints. 
ee ee EE eee I pint. 


Mix, dissolve by aid of heat, and add: 
Codeine sulphate .......... 128 grains. 
Elixir aromatic 4 pints. 

Mix, let stand twenty-four hours and 

filter through white filter. Crystals will 
separate when the elixir is lowered to 55° 

. The saccharine modifies the acrid 

taste of the terpin hydrate. Each fluid 
drachm contains: Terpin hydrate 1 grain, 
and codeine sulphate, % grain. 


Elixir Iron Quinine and Strychnine. 


Phosphate iron in scales.. 4 oz. av. 5 dr. 
Quinine sulphate oz. av. 2% dr. 


Strychnine powdered ....16 grains. 
Simple res ee 1 pint. 
PE: ccupebcsedeevesae I pint. 
ee I pint. 
Spirit orange (1 :10)..... 4 fi, oz. 
Water, pure .......sccees I pint. 


Aromatic elixir, sufficient to 
make 


oe 


gallon. 


Dissolve the strychnine in the alcohol, 
and add the quinine. Mix syrup and gly- 
cerin in a large evaporating dish, and 
heat to 180° F. Allow to cool to 170° 
F. and add the quinine mixture. Stir well 
and add orange spirit. Meanwhile, heat 
the water to boiling and in it dissolve 
the iron. When dissolved, and while still 
very hot, add the iron to the alkaloid so- 


lution. Mix, and add enough aromatic 
elixir to measure one gallon. Allow to 
stand twenty-four hours and filter 


through white paper. Don’t use any 
other filtering media. Keep finished 
preparation protected from light and in 
well filled bottles. 


Twenty Per Cent Mercury Oleate. 
Oleic acid 16 Oz. av. 
Yellow mercury oxide....... 4 OZ. av. 
Into the acid contained in a suitable 
vessel sift the mercury oxide and mix 
well. Let the mixture stand in a warm 
place, stirring occasionally until the 
whole has assumed a_ grayish  yel- 
low appearance, and is free from the 
yellowish red mercury oxide. This usual- 
ly takes about seven to ten days, and 
yields a preparation which is stable, firm 
and of uniform color. From the 20 per 
cent. a 5 or 10 per cent. oleate can readily 
be prepared by reducing with oleic acid. 
Avoid the use of iron spatula. 


Liquefied Sodium Phosphate. 


Reduce 4 oz. av. of citric acid to pow- 
der and triturate with 17% oz. av. sodium 
phosphate, crystallized. Heat the mixture 
on a water bath until liquefied. Strain 
through a pellet of cotton and pass, if 
necessary, enough water through strainer 
to measure one pint. Each fluid drachm 
contains 60 grains sodium phosphate. The 
preparation will crystallize at about ae 
and readily liquefy again on warming. It 
is mixible with water, syrup and glycer- 
in in all proportions. Use only the 
pure sodium phosphate, well crystallized, 
in order to have a perfectly colorless so- 
lution. 


Mushrooms and Toadstools. 


Dr. W. G. Farlow has prepared for the 
Department of Agriculture the following 
simple rules by which edible and poison- 
- fungi may be distinguished: 

Avoid fungi when in the button or 
asanpenaed stage; also those in which 
the flesh has begun to decay, even if only 
slightly. 

2. Avoid all fungi which have a stalk 
with a swollen base surrounded by a 
sac-like envelope, especially if the gills 
are white. 

3. Avoid fungi having a milky juice, 
unless the juice 1s reddish. 

4. Avoid fungi in which the cap or 
pileus is thin in proportion to the gills, 
and in which the gills are nearly all of 
equal length, especially if the pileus is 
bright-colored. 

5. Avoid all tube-bearing fungi in which 
the flesh changes color when cut or bro- 
ken, or where the mouths of the tubes 
are reddish, and in the case of other 
tube-bearing forms experiment with cau- 
tion. 

6. Fungi which have a sort of spider 
wed or flocculent ring around the upper 
part of the stalk, should in general be 
avoided. Se 


We make all necessary illustrations for 
the Prize Essay Department, and assist 
the young writer in every way possible 
to present the subject of his essay in 
clear and attractive form. Send descrip- 
tion of any time-saving device with sketch 
to the Prize Essay Department. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
ETCHING ON GLASS FOR 
DRUGGISTS’ USE. 

By Leon L. Watters. 

V ERY often, in course of a druggist’s 
practice, occasions arise when a 
process that would permit of etch- 

ing on glass without the need of too 

much preparation or of any special ap- 
paratus would prove very desirable. Be- 
side such occasional uses a simple process 
for etching on glass can be advantageous- 
ly employed in making graduated meas- 
ures, in marking the weights on watch- 
glasses used as scale pans, in etching cor- 
responding numbers on reagent bottles 
and their stoppers, and in innumerable 
other ways. 

The Use of Hydrofluoric Acid. 

On a large scale, etching on glass is 
usually done in one of two ways: Either 
by means of an emery wheel, or by emery 
powder applied to a revolving metal 
wheel; or by means of a_ sand-blast. 
Neither of these methods is convenient 
for the use of the average druggist, and 
resort is usually had to a third: the em- 
ployment of hydrofluoric acid in some 
form. This acid has a strong affinity for 
the silica which constitutes the major por- 
tion of ordinary glass, and readily etches 
it; to such an extent, in fact, that the acid 
must be preserved in containers made of 
rubber or of paraffine, and then only in 
a diluted form. In such, form it is very 
volatile and extremely poisonous. When 
an occasion arises for employing it in 
etching on glass, it is generally found 
that the various directions and formule 
given in the usual technical works of 
reference are vague and incomplete; and 
the cautions with which the dangers at- 
tending the employment of hydrofluoric 
acid are emphasized are apt to deter 
druggists from its use. 


Method of Application. 

Hydrofluoric acid is employed in etch- 
ing in two ways: Either directly in liquid 
form, or by allowing its vapors to act on 
the glass which is protected by means of 
a coating of wax, through which the de- 
sign to be etched has been scratched. Af- 
ter a number of trials, the method which 
follows! has been adopted as obviating 
some of the difficulties usually met with. 
It is at once simple, convenient and safe: 


Preliminary Cleansing. 


The glass to be etched, of whatever 
shape, is first washed clean in soap and 
hot water, and thoroughly dried to re- 
move all traces of grease; after which it is 
to be coated with a thin film of wax or 
paraffine, which latter is to protect those 
portions of the glass which are not to be 
etched from the corrosive action of the 
acid vapors. This coating can be done 
either by painting with the melted wax 
by means of a suitable brush or swab; or 
better, by dipping the article directly into 
a vessel containing the melted wax or 
paraffine as the case may be. In either 
case a thin, uniform coating should be 
aimed after. If the object to be etched 
be very large, only that portion immedi- 
ately around the design to be etched need 
be coated. 


Etching by Gaseous Vapor. 
When the wax has thoroughly cooled 
the design that it is desired to etch is 
scratched through the wax to the glass, 
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all other parts being protected by the 
wax, which is impervious to the vapors of 
the acid employed. This engraving can 
be done by the use of some sort of stylus, 
such as a needle, the point of a knife or 
file, or any other suitable instrument, in 
much the same manner that one would 
write on the waxed sheet of an Edison 
mimeograph—care being taken, however, 
to remove all-adhering particles of wax 
by means of a camel’s hair brush. The 
design is then gone over carefully to see 
that all lines are clear and sharp on the 
surface of the glass, when the object is 
ready for etching, which is done by simply 
supporting it over the vessel from which 
fumes of hydrofluoric acid are evolved. 
For this purpose, the gas should be given 
off gradually in order that the etching 
may be complete and uniform. This is 
accomplished by generating the acid from 
a mixture of calcium fluoride and con- 
centrated sulphuric acid. Since the mix- 
ture attacks glass, it must be made in a 
metal dish. This can easily be hammered 
out of a piece of lead pipe or sheet in such 
a shape that the article to be etched can, 
fit over it snugly, resting on the edges of 
the dish. It need not be more than 1% 
to 2 inches in height. 


The Operation. 


Having dish and object to be etched 
ready, the former is to be filled to one- 
third of its depth with powdered calcium 
fluoride, which is made into a thin paste 
by stirring in enough concentrated sul- 
phuric acid, using a glass rod or a stick 
of wood. The object to be etched is then 
laid over the leaden dish with the en- 
graved side down, and the whole allowed 
to stand for from two to four hours or 
longer if convenient, after which the wax 
is to be removed by scraping and wash- 
ing with benzine when the glass will be 
found to be neatly etched according to the 
design. If it is desired to make the de- 
sign plainer, and more easily visible, this 
may be done by rubbing a little as- 
phaltum varnish into the lines of the etch- 
ing. 

Since the vapors of hydrofluoric acid 
are extremely irritating and poisonous, 
it is necessary to exercise care in its em- 
ployment not ‘to inhale its fumes. The 
whole operation of etching is best carried 
on under a hood; or if such is not con- 
venient the dish and glass should be set 
outside during the process of etching. 


Coating for Blackboards. 


To prepare blackboards, they are thin- 
ly coated three times with black oil paint. 
Next grind powdered pumice stone very 
finely in oil-turpentine and add it to a 
black, fat paint prepared with good rub- 
bing varnish, making two applications 
with this. When the last coating has dried 
and hardened, it is rubbed down with 
ground pumice stone and water, by 
means of a felt rag, for half an hour, until 
it is uniformly dull. Wash off thorough- 
ly and neatly, and rub dry with achamois. 
One may write not only with chalk, but 
also with a slate pencil on‘this coating. 





INJECTIO ZINCI ET PLUMBI. 


LO EE rR ye 2 gms. 
PPR BOMBED o.6.cncvcccecce 2 gms. 
PAG, DO THES asec 6c vcs 100 cc. 


INJECTIO ZINCI SULPHOCARB. 


Zinc. sulphocarb ............ 2 gms. 
PE AO GHEE sissnssessiniccs 100 cc, 


Gathered Formulas, 


Hospital Formulary. 
(Continued from page 68.) 








FORMULARY OF THE PHILADELPHIA 
HOSPITAL. 





Misturae (concluded). 


MISTURA EXPECTORANS. 





Acid, hydrocyanic, dil.. 31m 0.06 cc 
Spts. chloroform ...... Io m 0.6 cc 
Acid, hydrobromic (34 

BOF COME.) ..ccccccece 7-5 m. 0.5 cc. 
Syrup, senega ......... 10 m 0.6 cc. 
WTUP, OGUML «000040006 m. I ce. 
Syrup, wild cherry, to 

PIPREHEG! “54:65 5.601055 516 fl. dr. 8 ce. 

Dose: Dessertspoonful. 

MISTURA FERRI APERIENS. 

Ferrous sulphate ..... I gr. 0.65 gm. 
Magnesum sulphate ... 60 gr. 4 gm. 
Acid, sulphuric, dil.... 7.5 m. 0.5 cc. 
Syrup, ginger ........ 1 fl. dr. 4 cc. 
Inf. quassia, to measure 4 fl. dr. 15 cc. 


Dose: Tablespoonful. 





MISTURA FERRI ET AMMONII ACETATIS.”* 
(Basham’s Mixture.) 


Tr. ferri chloride........ 10 m. 0.6 cc. 
Acid, acetic, dilute....... 15 m. I cc. 
Sol. ammonium acetate... 2 fi. dr. 8 cc. 
Elixir, orange ....sce.s- 30 m. 2 ce. 
GIVCOTIN 6 65.0 50 0:cc:c 005.000 30 m. 2°Ct. 
Water, to measure....... 4 fi.dr. 15 cc. 


Dose: Tablespoonful. 





MISTURA FERRI SALICYLATIS. 








Sodium salicylate .... 7.5 gr. 0.5 gm. 
GIVOETEA. oc ccccccscee 15 m I ce. 
Mucilage, acacia .. . 0.5 cc. 
Tr. ferric chlor. 0.5 cc. 
Oil, gaultheria .... = 0.03 cc. 
Solution ammonium cit- 

— (B. P.), to meas- 

Savalawsis srere aisaniers 1 fi. dr. 4 cc. 
Dose: One to two Siesoeuantiale 
MISTURA FERRI PHOSPHATIS. 
(Iron Lemonade.) 

Tr. ferric chloride........ 10 m. 0.6 cc. 
Acid, phosphoric, dilute.. 10 m. 0.6 cc. 
Glycerin ........ seseeees 15 m. I cc. 
Syrup, acid, citric, to 

SICGEULE os 400-05 6:5 445s: 1 fi. dr. 4 cc. 


Dose: One to two iiiiesuntale. 





MIST. FERRI ET POTASS. CHLORATIS. 
(Iron Gargle.) 


Tr. ferric chloride....... 2 fi. dr. 8 ce; 
ACIG, ACCC 20 cccsccseees 15 m. 1 cc 
Sol. ammon. acet........ 4 fi.dr. 15 cc. 
Sol. potass. chlorate, sat.. 4 fl.oz. 120 cc. 
Glycerin ....... secccers 3 fl.dr. 12 ¢¢. 
Water, peppermint, to 

PICOBULO os b..6d-0.0:0 a00r0ie 8 fl.oz. 240 cc. 

Gargle. 





MIST, FERRI ET paid * PHOSPHATIS. 


ee ee sulphate ..... 0.15 gm. 
cid, 0s aged dil.. po 

Iron pyrophos. sol..... 2.5 gr. 0.15 gm. 

GIG REET — 6<0.5.6.0,6)5:0:00000 0 30 m. 2 CC. 

Bimit,, OLANRE 000.0040 1 fi. dr. 4 cc. 

Sol. ammon. acet....... sufficient. 

Water, to measure..... 4 fi. dr. 15 ce. 


Dose: Tablespoonful. 





MISTURA GENTIANAE ACIDA. 


Acid, nitrohydrochloric, 
GUE awicsecescoaae se 10 m. 0.6 cc. 





*Under the name, at first, of “‘Mistura ferri 
chloride composita,” the above formula, in its es- 
sential ingredients, has been used in the Phila- 
delphia Hospital since 1875, and possibly earlier. 
It is thowght to be the original formula of Dr. 
W. Basham, of Westminster Hospital, Lon- 
don, and differs radically from the watery pro- 
duct of the U. S. Pharmacopeia of 1890 (Liquor 
Ferri et Ammonii Acetatis), which represents, in 
each tablespoonful, only about 5 minims of tinc- 
ture of ferric chloride, and 48 minims of solu- 
tion of ammonium acetate. 


Inf. gentian, co., to meas- 
MEG ovaccdcsiininneacnnes 4 Mde. 29 cc: 


Dose: Tablespoonful. 





MISTURA NUCIS ACIDA. 
(Acid Nux Mixture.) 


Acid, hydrochloric, dilute 10 m. 0.6 cc. 
"Lbs SES VORUCEs «5.6 04.0:0 Io m, 0.6 cc. 
Tr. pepper, black......... 5 m. 0.3 cc. 
GIS COENEN, 5 a's.c5 asjaraaisiecesnie 5 m. 0.3 cc. 
Inf. gent. comp., to meas- 

WEG) Goacdes We csresciettteae 1 fl. dr. 4 cc. 


Dose: Teaspoonful. 





MISTURA PECTORALIS, 


Ammonium chloride.... 5 gr. 0.3 gm. 
Spts. ammon. aromat... 2 m. 0.12 CC. 
pe ee errr 10 m. 0.6 cc. 
Mixt. liquorice, comp., 

CO, MENSUIO <occcccce 2 fi. dr. 8 cc. 


Dose: Dessertspoonful to tablespoonful. 





MISTURA PEPSINAE ET STRYCHNINAE,. 


Strychnine sem. + +++1-64 gr. -0OI1 gm, 
yh og GORGE o<.0:6,0:4.0:8 2.5 gr. .015 gm. 
Acid, hydrochloric, beeen 5 m. Os Ce. 
Tr. Be comp. o< 105m 0.6 cc. 
‘Water, to measure.... 1 fi. dr. 4 cc. 


Dose: One to two sentpeeniiele, 





MISTURA PILOCARPINAE, SPARTEINAE ET DIGITALIS, 


Pilocarpine nitrate ..1-14 gr. 0.004 gm. 

Sparteine sulphate ... % gr. 0.016 gm. 
ater, chloroform, 
Infusion, digitalis, of 

eacn, to measure... 2 fi. dr. 8 cc. 


Dose: Dessertspoonful. 





MISTURA SODAE. 
(Soda Mint.) 


Sodium bicarbonate .... 10 gr. 0.6 gm. 
Spts. ammon. aromat... 7.5 m. 0.5 gm. 
ater, peppermint, to 
MEASUTE ...2cceccvece 4 fi.dr. 15 cc 


Dose: Tablespoonful. 





MISTURA SODIAE ET RHEI. 


Sodium bicarbonate.... 3 gr. 0.2 gm. 
Tr. capsicum .......+. 2 mm 0.12 CC. 
Tr, MES VOUS... since 5 m. 0.3 cc. 
Tr, SHUDAED o 6.60 <200 es: 30 m. ae 
Water, peppermint, to 

WICARIEG (60066 <5 60 cals 2 fl. dr. 8 cc. 


Dose: Dessertspoonful to tablesnoonful. 





MISTURA TEREBENI. 


DGMONOO 6s <5scisasinee'e-e oe 3 m. 0.2 cc. 
Oil, gaultheria .......... Im. 0.06 cc. 
BCAA. ooicccce.c.esew ness sufficient 
Syrun, wild cherry, to 

WGCGSUTE occ cece cenes 1 fi. dr. 4 cc. 


Dose: One or two teaspoonfuls in water. 





MISTURA ZOLLICKOFFERI. 
(Zollickoffer’s Mixture.) 


Potassium iodide ....... 10 gr. 0.6 gm. 
Resin guaiac’.......++++ 5 gr. 0.3 gm. 
Wine, colchicum root... 15 m. I ce. 
Acacia, powd.........+-- sufficient. 


Water, cinnamon, 
Syrup, ginger, of each, to 
MGBBUTE co.cc cccendces 4 fl. dr. § cc. 


Dose: Tablespoonful. 





OLEA. 


OLEUM CARBOLATUM,. 


Acid, ga MCR ee 2.5 per cent. 
(07) a errr en irics 97-5 per cent. 





OLEUM LINI ET CALCIS. 
(Carron Oil.) 


Oil, linseed, 
Water, lime, of each, equal volumes. 





PILULAE. 


ae ALOINI, BELLADONNAE ET NUCIS VOMICAE, 


spre aicaraicien diel sieCsio/e -5 gr. 0.013 gm. 
Me “peliadonna are averse sce * gr. 0.008 gm. 
Ext. nux vomica........ Y% gr. 0.008 gm. 


Dose: One pill. 


hee 


GEOR Fb RE POL: 


Sa ameaciaiton 
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PILULAE ALOINI, BELLADONNAE ET NUCIS VOMICAE 





COMP. 

DA: sccntickhevesae I-5 gr. 0.013 gm. 

Ext. belladonna ...... % gr. 0.008 gm. 

Ext. nux vomica...... yy gr. 0.008 gm. 

Ext. cascara sagrada.. 1 gr. 0.065 gm. 

Dose: One pill. 

PILULAE ANTIPYRETICAE. 

Powd. opium ......... Yq gr. 0.016 gm. 

Powd. ipecac ......... 4 gr. 0.016 gm. 

Powd. digitalis ....... Y gr. 0.032 gm. 

Quinine sulphate ..... I gr. 0.065 gm. 
Dose: One pill every six hours. 
PILULAE ARGENTI ET OPII. 

Silver nitrate ........ \% gr. 0.008 gm. 

Powd. opium ......... 1 gr. 0.065 gm. 


Dose: One to two pills. 


PILULAE ARSENICI ET CINCHONINAE. 





Acid arsenous ....... I-24 gr 0.003 gm. 
Ext. nux vomica..... Y% gr 0.016 gm. 
Cinchonine sulphate .. 2 gr. 0.13 gm. 
Mass, ferrous carbonate 2 gr. 0.13 gm. 

Dose: One pill. 

PIL. ARSENICI, STRYCHNINAE ET FERRI. 
Acid arsenous .......1-24 gr. 0.003 gm. 
Strychnine sulphate. .1-48 gr. 0.0015 gm. 
Iron, reduced ...... I gr. 0.065 gm. 


Dose: One pill. 


PILULAE ARSENICI, STRYCHNINAE ET QUININAE. 


Acid arsenous ...... I-24 gr. 0.003 gm. 
Strychnine sulphate ..1-48 gr. 0.0015 gm. 
Quinine sulphate .... 2 gr. 0.13 gm. 


Dose: One pill. 


PILULAE PURGATIVAE COMPOSITAE. 


Copper sulphate ...... \% gr. 0.008 gm. 
Powd. opium ne lg gr. 0.008 gm. 
Ext. nux vomica...... Y gr. 0.008 gm. 


Dose: One every 3 or 4 hours. 
PILULAE FERRI CARBONATIS. 
(Blaud’s Pills.) 


Mass, ferrous carbonate.. 3 gr. 0.2 gm. 
Potass. sulphate ........ 2 gr 0.13 gm. 
Potass. carbonate ....... \% gr. 0.02 gm. 
Acacia, 

Althza, of each......... 


Dose: One or more pills. 


PIL. FERRI, QUININAE ET STRYCHNINAE. 
Iron pyrophos. ......... 1.5 gr. 0.1 gm. 
—, sulphate ...... I gr. 0.065 gm. 

chnine sulphate.....1-64 gr. 0.001 gm. 


ose: One to two pills. 


PILULAE HEPATICAE COMPOSITAE. 


Powd. ipecac ......+:. Y gr. 0.02 gm. 
P. black pepper....... I gr. 0.065 gm. 
Sodium woud. ashe 3 gr. 0.2 gm. 
Mass., mercurial ..... gr. 0.2 gm. 


3 
Dose: One every two hours after supper 
until three are taken, followed in the morning, 
before breakfast, by a saline purgative. 


PILULAE PLUMBI ET OPII. 


Extract, opium ....... Y gr. 0.016 gm. 
Oe ee 2 gr. 0.13 gm. 


Dose: One to two pills. 


PILULAE PURGATIVAE COMPOSITAE. 





P. E. colocynth comp.. 1.25 gr. 0.08 gm. 
Mercurous chloride, mild 1 gr. 0.065 gm. 
TD isexKcnsbnowe 0.032 gm. 
Sree 0.016 gm. 
Ext. hyoscyamus .. 0.008 gm. 
Oil, peppermint 0.004 CC. 
ose: Three or four pills. 
PILULAE THYMOL. 
Each pill contains— 
BE: “cabbebessesksis 3 er. 0.2 gm. 
ee ea 1.5 gr. 0.1 gm. 


Dose: One pill. 
(To be Continued.) 


INJECTIO ZINCI ET ACID. CARBOLIC. 
Zinc. sulph 


Acid carbolic ... 
Aquz, to make 
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Carboformal Briquettes are said to con- 
sist of solid paraformaldehyde, enveloped 
in carbon, which being ignited causes suf- 
ficient heat to turn the paraformaldehyde 
into formaidehyde, but without actually 
bursting into flame (Pharm. Zeit., 1900, 
p. 65). ‘ 

Medicinal Plants of Brazil—Dr. Th. 
Peckolt continues his excellent work on 
the economic and medicinal plants of Bra- 
zil, having contributed another article on 
this subject to the German Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society, which appears in the “Ber- 
ichte” of the society for 1899, page 222. 


=A Number of Plants of the Dutch East 
Indies have been examined by W. 
G. Boorsma, who makes an interesting re- 
port upon them, embracing not only his 
own work, but a portion of that done by 
the late Professor Plugge, which is now 
published for the first time. The report 
is published in abstract in the “Apoth- 
eker Zeitung” for January 31, page 73. 


Water Soluble Tar Preparations.— 
Knoll & Co. have taken out pat- 
ents (D. R. P. 106,500) upon a process 


for the preparation of water soluble tar 
compounds which are almost odorless. 
The process consists in the sulphuriza- 
tion of wood tar by means of concentrat- 
ed sulphuric acid at 100°. The insoluble 
product formed by this reaction is then 
neutralized with alkali, the solution evap- 
orated and a pulverizible hygroscopic sub- 
stance obtained which is readily soluble 
in water and almost odorless. 


The Detection and Estimation of Sugar 
in the Urine.—A. R. Elliot, in “Medicine,” 
submits the following reagents: 

o a of copper, c. p..... gr. xavii. 
SM SR s 6 6 sc4 enews ae i 
Distilled water.............. 3 iiss. 

Liquor potasse........ q.s. ad F iv. 

Dissolve the sulphate of copper in the 
glycerin and water; gentle heat will facil- 
itate solution. When cool, add the liquor 
potasse, mix thoroughly and filter. 2. 
A saturated solution of tartaric acid in 
distilled water. Method: A drachm of 
No. 1 is brought to the boiling point in 
a test-tube; 3 drops of No. 2 are added 
and the solution is boiled again. The 
urine is added drop by drop, boiling and 
shaking the test-tube after each addition 
until reaction. If no change follows the 
addition of eight drops of urine, sugar is 
not present. 


Phospho-Wolframic Acid as a _ Re- 
agent for Potassium. — E. Worner 
(Ber. d. D. Pharm Ges. 1900, p. 4) 


recommends the use of a Io per cent. so- 
lution of a phospho-wolframic acid as 
being much more delicate and positive in 
its results than the reagents ordinarily 
used for the precipitation of potassium. 
This reagent causes precipitation of large 
crystals from acid solutions of potassium 
salts, while in neutral solutions a very 
fine precipitate is thrown down which 





first causes the solution to have a milky 
appearance; 0.5 per cent. solution of po- 
tassium chloride becomes immediately 
milky on the addition of the reagent. In 
solutions containing 0.25 per cent. the 
precipitation begins within from I to 2 
minutes, while in 0.01 per cent. solutions 
the precipitation begins after a lapse of 
from 1 to 2 hours, while in still more 
dilute solutions a still greater time elapses 
before the appearance of precipitate. The 
reaction is accelerated by gently warming 
the solution. Barium, strontium, calci- 
um and magnesium salts are not precipi- 
tated by the reagents, although ammonia 
does form a precipitate which fact must 
be taken into consideration when apply- 
ing the test and all ammonia salts driven 
off. If after precipitation there still re- 
mains any doubt as to the presence of 
ammonia, soda may be added to the pre- 
cipitate, the mixture warmed, the am- 
monia thus driven off, the mixture acidu- 
lated with hydrochloric acid, and a por- 
tion of a phospho-wolframic acid added, 
when the appearance of a precipitate is a 
positive indication of the presence of po- 
tassium. 


The Valuation of Opium.—According 
to F. Baucher (Moniteur de la Pharm., 
1899, 3461), it is advisable before 
beginning an examination of opium 
to determine the amount of water in 
it by drying a sample to a uniform weight 
at 100° C. and to take this figure into 
consideration in reckoning the alkaloidal 
contents. Baucher proposes the use of 
the following process, which resembles 
closely that of Guillermond: Several 
samples taken across the entire cross sec- 
tion of the lump under examination are 
thoroughly kneaded together, and fifteen 
grams, of this mixture are weighed off. 
This sample is triturated with 100 Cc. of 
70 per cent. alcohol until a uniform emul- 
sion is produced, which is poured into a 
vessel having a capacity of 250 Cc. The 
mortar is washed out well with 50 Cc. of 
alcohol, this alcohol being added to the 
emulsion and the receptacle tightly closed. 
This is heated for Six hours, with repeat- 
ed agitation, to 40° C. and finally 1oo Cc. 
of the liquid is filtered off. To this about 
2 grams of ammonia, or sufficient to pro- 
duce a positive alkaline reaction, is added 
(care being taken to avoid any great ex- 
cess of ammonia), the whole shaken 
thoroughly and the receptacle covered 
tightly and allowed to stand four days 
without agitation. The precipitate is then 
carefully gathered carefully on a weighed 
filter, is washed with 20 Cc. of neutral 35 
per cent. alcohol and carefully dried. The 
precipitate is then moistened with a few 
drops of ether and the narcotine extract- 
ed by washing with 20 Cc. of the neutral 
chloroform. After again carefully wash- 
ing and drying the residue is weighed and 
the amount of mornhine contained in 10 
grams of the opium is obtained. This 
process is well suited for use in commer- 
cial analysis. 
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THE PYROPHOSPHATE OF 
THE PHARMACOPOEIA. 





Mineral Tannage and Its Applica- 
tion. 





HOW CROCUS IS ADULTERATED. 





Discussed at the Philadelphia College. 


HE regular monthly pharmaceutical 
meeting of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy was held Tues- 

day, February 20, with Richard M. Shoe- 
maker, a member of the college, and also 
member of the well known firm of Rob- 
ert Shoemaker & Co., in the chair. 


Mineral Tannage. 


Prof. Samuel P. Sadtler, of the college 
faculty, was the first on the programme, 
and gave a very interesting talk on “ Min- 
eral Tannage,” illustrating the same with 
a variety of specimens. 

In taking up this subject the speaker 
said that chemists differ as to whether 
tanning is a chemical or a mechanical 
process. In preparing skin for leather it 
was discovered that tannin combines with 
the fibers so that the skin does not be- 
come parchment-like on drying. Later 
it was discovered that mineral salts also 
had this same property. The process in- 
volving the use of tanning is known as 
tanning, whereas the process in which 
minerals are employed is termed tawing. 
After considering one of the chief limi- 
tations of alumn tawed leather, which is 
to become parchment-like on being put 
into water and dried, the speaker then 
considered the development of the 
chrome tanning process and also a num- 
ber of cther methods, including a method 
proposed by himself for reducing chro- 
mate skins by the use of electrolytic hy- 
drogen, and also a method by Dr. Dolly, 
of Philadelphia, in which formaldehyde 
is used as the tanning agent. 


Soluble Ferric Pyrophosphate. 

W. E. Ridenour, a member of Research 
Committee E, Pharmacopoeia Revision, 
read a paper on “Soluble Ferric Pyro- 
phosphate.” The investigation of this sub- 
ject was suggested by the statement of a 
very large pharmaceutical manufacturing 
firm, that no “iron pyrophosphate solu- 
ble” on the market would answer the 
U. S. P. requirements, especially in re- 
gard to the absence of orthophosphate. 
Reference was also made in this connec- 
tion to a paper by Dr. Julius Streglitz in 
1891, in which he asked the question as to 
whether soluble pyrophosphate of iron 
reverts during the process of manufac- 
ture, on account of the variability of sam- 
ples which he had examined. 

With the above and other data in mind 
the author applied the U. S. P. test for 
orthophosphate to seven commercial sam- 
ples of soluble ferric pyrophosphate, all 
of which were in original packages, the 
result being that all gave a heavy pre- 
cipitate, indicating apparently the pres- 
ence of orthophosphate. A sample of 
iron pyrophosphate prepared by the au- 
thor according to the directions of the 
U. P. also showed the presence of 
orthophosphate when tested by the offi- 
cial method, although free from the latter 
salt by the ammonium molybdate test. 
It was thus seen that there was some de- 
fect in the U. S. P. method and as a re- 
sult of further experimentation the fol- 


lowing test, which is a slight modifica- 
tion of one proposed by Streglitz in the 
paper already referred to, was recom- 
mended as giving accurate results with 
moderate care: Boil 1 gramme of the 
salt with 10 Cc. of potassium or sodium 
hydrate, T. S., to remove the iron. Fil- 
ter, acidulate the colorless filtrate with 
hydrochloric acid, and add a slight ex- 
cess of ammonia water and a solution of 
magnesium sulphate (magnesium  sul- 
phate, 10 grammes; ammonium chloride, 
20 grammes, and water a sufficient quan- 
tity to make 120 Cc.), so long as a pre- 
cipitate is formed; slightly acidulate with 
acetic acid, boil and filter. The filtrate 
should give no precipitate upon adding 
ammonia water in slight excess. 


Crocus and Some of Its Adulterants. 

William S. Weakley, assistant in the 
Botanical Laboratory of the College, pre- 
sented an interesting paper on ‘Crocus 
and Some of Its Adulterants,” and illus- 
trated the same with drawings and also 
with specimens. In speaking of the char- 
acters distinguishing crocus, calendula 
and carthamus, the author referred to a 
paper by Prof. Henry Kraemer on this 
subject and said that when these drugs 
are pure and are placed under the micro- 
scope they may be recognized by their 
color alone, but when adulterated a care- 
ful microscopical examination is neces- 
sary. 

Having described in detail the charac- 
ters distinguishing these drugs in the 
powdered form, the author then present- 
ed a method for the micro-chemical val- 
uation of crocus which was suggested by 
Prof. Kraemer. The object of this part 
of the investigation was to determine the 
degree of purity which can be met in 
good commercial saffron, as it was con- 
sidered that the U. S. P. definition re- 
quiring the drug to consist of stigmas 
only.is too stringent, owing to the diffi- 
culty of collecting stigmas only. The 
method is as follows: From six or eight 
different parts of the sample are taken 
small portions of the drug (about 5 
grammes), these are then mixed, after 
which 100 pieces are counted out at ran- 
dom to be tested; a suitable number of 
these are then laid upon a slide and sul- 
phuric acid C. P. added, those giving the 
characteristic blue color reaction noted, 
the number of which is compared to those 
giving other than a blue coloration, and 
the percentage of adulteration estimated. 
Twelve commercial samples were exam- 
ined by this method, which showed that 
the best commercial saffron is 90 per cent. 
pure, that is, contains 90 per cent. of 
stigmas as required by the U. S. P. In 
the other samples, three of which were 
not saffron at all, the percentage of stig- 
mas ranged from 46 to 88 


Specimens Exhibited. 


A number of interesting specimens 
were exhibited, among which were: 
small sample of senna pods, presented by 
Richard M. Shoemaker; a valuable col- 
lection of specimens of crude opium, in 
original packages, from various parts of 
the world, sent by Messrs. Gilpin, Lang- 
don & Co. for exhibition, and a collec- 
tion of fertilizing materials, together with 
the side products obtained in their manu- 
facture, which was presented by Messrs. 
Baugh & Sons. 


If you will tell about that clever me- 
chanical device of yours in a paper for 
the Prize Essay Department you may win 
the $5 prize. 


The Resinoid Helonin. 
By Lewis Ovucu, F.C.S., F.L.S., Ps.C. 
Leicester, Eng. 


Helonin is derived from the rhizome 
and rootlets of Chamelirium luteum, 
Gray (Chamelirium carolinianum, Willd.; 
Veratrium luteum, Linn.; Helonias lutea, 
Aiton; Helonias dioica, Pursh), natural 
order Melanthacex, an indigenous North 
American plant found abundantly in rich 
woodlands from Western New England 
to Illinois. It is known by the following 
domestic names:—Devil’s-bit, unicorn- 
root, false unicorn-root, drooping star- 
wort, colic-root, blazing star, and star- 
wort; but the last two names really be- 
long to Aletris farinosa. 

The rhizome is thick, abrupt and close- 
ly annulated, about 1 inch long and 4 
inch in diameter, somewhat curved, and 
of a dark-grey brownish color, with min- 
ute, long, wiry rootlets or their scars; it 
breaks with a horny and nearly smooth 
fracture, and has a strong bitter taste, but 
it is nearly free from smell. The leaves 
are parallel veined, and alternate, those 
above being small, lanceolate, and sessile, 
increasing in size toward the root, and 
the infloresence is dicecious in long, ter- 
minal, spike-like racemes, flowering in 
May and June. The fruit is an ovoid-ob- 
long three-celled pod, the seeds being nu- 
merous and winged. Probably on ac- 
count of similarity of names this root has 
frequently been found interchanged and 
mixed with that of Aletris farinosa, but 
even when dried its appearance is too 
characteristic to be readily mistaken for 
the latter-named rhizome. Its popular 

name, devil’s-bit, is derived from an abor- 
iginal legend to the effect that the evil 
spirit, angered that this root cured all 
disorders, bit off a portion and so re- 
duced its usefulness. By the eclectics 
helonin is considered to be a tonic, diur- 
etic, vermifuge, and emmenagogue. The 
Indian squaws used preparations of the 
plant to prevent abortion and chewed the 
root to relieve coughs. Ives recommends 
it for checking nausea and vomiting, 
whilst Bramen employed it for the cure 
of leucorrhcea. According to Tilden, this 
rhizome contains an oleo-resin, gum, 
starch, extractive matter, and a bitter 
principle from which Green (1878) iso- 
lated a glucoside, chamzlirin, which, like 
many principles from the lily tribe, is sa- 
ponaceous in its watery and alcoholic so- 
lutions. This body is described as a yel- 
lowish-white powder, amorphous, neu- 
tral, and bitter, readily yielding, by means 
of dilute acids, glucose and an insoluble 
uninvestigated resinous substance,” cha- 
meliretin, which is readily soluble in al- 
cohol and ether, and colored brown by 
sulphuric acid. Coe’s description of this 
resinoid is very pecuiiar. He says: “It 
is wholly composed of a neutral principle, 
and therefore mostly soluble in water, 
and consequently readily dissolved in the 
stomach” ; and the “National Dispensa- 
tory” mentions that it is the hydro-alco- 
holic extract of the rhizome. Helonin, 
prepared from the coarsely-powdered 
rhizome by a process similar to that used 
for the manufacture of aletrin, was found 
to be of a golden-brown color, which 
could with care be reduced to a fine pow- 
der. Taking the average of several 
batches, the yield has been nearly 13 per 
cent. 

The work connected with this note was 
conducted in the laboratories of John 
Richardson & Co., Leicester (Limited). 


1London Chemist and Druggist. 
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The Therapeutic Value of Alco- 
holic Stimulants.’ 
By F. A. Castie, M. D. 


It has often been remarked that many 
things besides comets, wars, pestilence, 
and taxes occur periodically, and one 
such event appears to be an essay to 
explain the medicinal values of alcoholic 
stimulants. Feeling, as I do, that the oc- 
casion has arrived for the last-named in- 
fliction, I beg to offer the following, with 
the difference, however, from customary 
writings, of its relation chiefly to some- 
thing else than alcohol per se. 


It does not appear to have occurred to 
the thinking of most writers (the lament- 
ed Francis Edmund Anstie being a nota- 
ble exception) that the inherent virtue 
of any alcoholic stimulant may be be- 
cause of something else than alcohol, or 
that the existence of that something else 
is what chiefly determines the value of 
the thing rather than the percentage of 
alcohol does. 


When one pays five or more dollars for 
a bottle of Chateau Yquem or Johannis- 
berger, it is not on account of its alco- 
holic strength, nor is it the alcoholic ele- 
ment of any old wine or liquor that gives 
to it especial value. 


When time was that “‘three-bottle men” 
were carried home by their valets, from 
under the table, after their port or ma- 
deria, but who “rode to hounds” on the 
day following and were again “under the 
table” after dinner, and so on diurnally, 
their inebriety was because of something 
besides C.H;OH. 

When it is presumed, from data af- 
forded by chemical analysis of any wine 
or liquor, that the analyst includes in it 
the sum total of its ingredients, it is re- 
gardless of an element which is not ap- 
preciable by chemical means as yet, but 
which, none the less, holds about the 
same relation to the thing as does the 
part of Hamlet to Shakespeare’s render- 
ing of it. 

When an Ulster Hibernian can ac- 
quire four “royal jags” in one day and 
sober up between times, he does not 
avail himself of potheen therefor, how- 
ever inexpensive may be the illicit dis- 
tillation, or good otherwise; but he uses 
something more nearly akin to the true 
inwardness of good old wines and liquors, 
albeit less savory (i. e., ether). He es- 
capes, moreover, liability to acquire he- 
patic cirrhosis and seme other pathologi- 
cal conditions that commonly follow al- 
coholic consumption. 


It is the volatile ethers produced by 
oxidation of the alcohol and other ele- 
ments of wine and distilled spirits which 
give to them not only their commercial 
but their chief therapeutic value. There- 
fore, when their use is needful, be care- 
ful to possess them. When a fresh bot- 
tle of wine or liquor is opened, decant 
its contents at once into smaller bottles 
and cork them tight. Then the last-used 
will be as serviceable as the first, and not 
of lesser value or essentially harmful as 
when taken only from the original con- 
tainer, from which, because of its fre- 
quent opening, the volatile ethers have 
mostly escaped. He who fancies his abil- 
ity to get as good effects from a mixture 
of corresponding proportions of alcohol 
and water will only fool himself and “‘foo- 
zle” his patient. 





1From the Medical Record, New York City. 


Dispensing Difficulties. 

At a recent meeting of the Edinburgh 
(Scotland) Chemists’ Assistants’ Asso- 
ciation D. B. Kidd read an interesting 
series of notes on dispensing difficulties 
which are reported in the- “London 
Chemist and Druggist.” The first note 
was on an 


Incompatible Strontium Bromide Mixture, 
the prescription for which read_ thus: 


MERE AUNNEGS wssv'p 0 os as Sdn 2 dr. 
PPR ccccbivasese ceenes 2 dr. 
TGs: bs dn 6K0 600405450 s55" 6 oz. 


When the two salts are dissolved together 

in water a reaction takes place, with evo- 

lution of carbon dioxide and precipitation 

of a white powder. The following equa- 

tion explains what happens: 

SrBr. + 2NaHCO; = 2NaBr + SrCO; 
+ H:0+ CO:. 

The best plan is to shake the mixture 

till nearly all the carbon dioxide has 

passed off, and label “Shake the bottle.” 


Hydrochloric Solution of Arsenic and 


Tincture of Nux Vomica. 
The following mixture gixes an imme- 
diate precipitate, which is apparently in- 
ert resinous matter from the nux vomica 


seeds. The 1885 tincture gives a perfectly 
clear mixture: 
Liq. arsenici hydrochlor......... sar. 
2s SE WORK 5 <a 5e sa ekraesesee 3 dr. 
Pen NE 240 Gens hake OebSe bese 3 02. 


A clear mixture may be made by mixing 
the solution and tincture with 2 oz. of 
water, filtering, and washing the filter 
with the remaining 1 oz. of water, but 
three filtrations were found necessary be- 
fore the mixture passed clear. The pre- 
scriber might also order an equivalent 
quantity of liquor strychninae hydrochlo- 
ridi if he wished the mixture to be clear. 
The relative strength of the liquor and 
the tincture in strychnine is very nearly 
as I to 3. 


Antipyrine and Sodium Nitrite. 
The incompatibility of antipyrine with 
spiritus aetheris nitrosi is well known. 
The following prescription is an instance 
of incompatibility due to a similar cause: 


Antipyrine ..........22sseeee0 s oo. 
ee gr. 
ee ee ery ee 2% gr 


Ft. pulv. Mitte tales vj. 


Caffeine citrate is an unstable salt, “and 
in presence of water readily dissociates 
into caffeine and free citric acid. In the 
above powders the moisture present is 
sufficient to set citric acid free, which 
reacts with the sodium nitrate, forming 
sodium citrate and free nitrous acid. The 
latter oxidizes the antipyrine, and the 
powder becomes green and eventually 
red, from formation of isonitroso anti- 
pyrine. This substance is said to be non- 
poisonous, but its formation leads to loss 
of nitrous acid—an important constituent 
—and is otherwise to be avoided if pos- 
sible. In a solution it has been found 
that an excess of sodium carbonate pre- 
vents decomposition in mixtures of anti- 
pyrine and spiritus aetheris nitrosi. It 
also does so for a considerable time, but 
not completely, when the above powders 
are made into a solution. But it does 
not prevent the reaction taking place 
when the substances are in powder. The 


powders keep perfectly if an equivalent 
quantity of caffeine alkaloid (2% gr.) be 
used in place of the citrate of caffeine. 
It was incidentally discovered that pow- 
ders made with free alkaloid, in place of 
citrate, become colored green, and then 
red, when parchment-paper was used, 
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whereas if dispensed in ordinary powder- 
paper they remained white and the paper 
was not stained. On examination this 
was found to be due to a small percent- 
age of free sulphuric acid in the parch- 
ment-paper, resulting, doubtless, from the 
process of manufacture. This is a point 
worth noting by dispensers. 


Quinine and Ammonium Acetate. 


The following is an example of mix- 
tures which frequently cause trouble to 


dispensers: 
SOS UNE, an: snp 0 0 a's wie wees 40 gr. 
Acid. hydrobrom. dil............ 2 dr. 
Liq. ammon. acetat. ad.......... 4 0Z. 


When the dilute acid is added to the 
sulphate of quinine the soluble acid sul- 
phate and hydrobromide are produced— 

(C2oH2sN2O2)2H2SO.u + 2HBr 
=C20H2sN202,H2SO, + CooH 
24N2O.2HBr. 

There is still excess (about 8 gr.) of 
HBr, and the quinine salts do not en- 
tirely dissolve in this acid medium. A 
few drops of water makes a clear solution. 

When the ammonium acetate solution 
is added the solution is at first clear, but 
double decomposition almost immediate- 
ly takes place, thus: 

2C20H2sN202H2SO, + CH;.COONH, 

=(C20H2sN202)2H2SO. + NH,HSO, 

+ CH:COOH. 

The acid hydrobromide is also decom- 
posed, thus: 

C2oH2sN20.2HBr f- CH;,COONH, 
=C.2.H2sN2O.HBr + NH.Br + CHs. 
COOH. 

The acid quinine salts are reduced to 
the neutral salts with liberation of free 
acetic acid. That is why the precipitate 
which first begins to form is in acicular 
crystals and insoluble in ether. But in a 
few minutes a very bulky white amor- 
phous precipitate begins to form, and 
the mixture becomes solid in a very short 
time. This precipitate is very like qui- 
nine hydrate in appearance, and it dis- 
solves in ether when shaken up with it. 
It seems to be due to the further reac- 
tion— 


(C2oH2sN2O2)2H2SO, + CH;,COON 


++2+H: 
=C:)H24N202.4H2O Le NH,.HSO, + 
CH;:COOH; 


and also— 


saciaiinitaiaas” °. imtmintaeiass a 

VFT12 . 

=C,.11..N-0:+H.O “ NH,Br a CH 
OOH 


8 

"The free acetic acid is sen feeble to pre- 
vent precipitation of quinine hydrate 
when there is a large excess of ammo- 
nium acetate or any alkaline acetate in 
the solution. The ammonium ions di- 
lute the acetic ions so as to render their 
acetic properties ineffective. When there 
is a sufficient excess of acetic acid a per- 
fectly clear mixture may be easily made. 
In this instance a clear mixture was ob- 
tained by adding 3ij. of glacial acetic 
acid. The dose of the mixture is one tea- 
spoonful, and that would be equivalent to 
98 minims of official dilute acetic acid. 
That is within the official dose (3ij.), but 
might be considered too much by the 
prescriber. The only other alternative is 
to prescribe the quinine and ammonium 
acetate in separate mixtures and order a 
teaspoonful of each to be taken. 


Discussion. 


Mr. Hill said the last mixture seemed 
analogous, assuming that the equations 
were correct, to a case instanced by Pro- 
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fessor Crum Brown, in which sulphuret- 
ted hydrogen, when passed through a so- 
lution of ferrous acetate acidified with 
acetic acid, gave no precipitate. On add- 
ing a solution of potassium acetate even 
distinctly acid from free acetic acid, and 
then passing sulphuretted hydrogen, 
there was an immediate precipitation of 
ferrous sulphide. This was explained on 
a similar theory that the potassium ions 
diluted the acetic ions in the solution, 
and rendered their acidic properties non- 
effective. 

Mr. Cowie was inclined to think the 
precipitate was acetate of quinine. He 
had examined a similar precipitate in a 
mixture of quinine sulphate and liquor 
ferri acetatis, and the precipitate con- 
tained a considerable quantity of acetic 
acid. Acetate of quinine was only slight- 
ly soluble in water, about 1 in 600. It 
was almost as insoluble as the hydrate, 
which dissolved 1 to 650. The solubility 
of the precipitate in ether was not con- 
clusive, because acetic acid was a weak 
acid, and the salt might be easily split up. 

Mr. Harley said the addition of gly- 
cerin to the nux vomica mixture might 
prevent separation of the fatty or resin- 
ous matter. He had frequently observed 
in making the new tincture from fluid 
extract that it differed very much ir 
clearness even when made, and some. 
times on standing it became cloudy. 

Mr. McBain said he had dispensed a 
powder containing phenazone, caffeine 
citrate, and sodium bromide, and he ob- 
served they became yellow, probably 
from a decomposition due to the citric 
acid, as in the case Mr. Kidd had given. 


Preparation and Preservation of 
Powdered Extracts. 


Wm. E. Jenks, who has enjoyed excep- 
tional opportunities in the laboratories of 
John Wyeth & Brother, manufacturing 
pharmacists, of Philadelphia, to study 
and aid in the improvements of the meth- 
ods of powdering and preserving powder- 
ed extracts, has contributed an interesting 
note on this subject to the “Alumni Re- 
port,” in which he says that the impres- 
sion formerly prevailed, and is undoubt- 
edly entertained to this day by many ac- 
tively engaged in the advancement of 
pharmacy, that nearly all these products 
present the same general uniform proper- 
ties, devoid of individual and distinctive 
characteristics, and evidently appreciated 
only in proportion to their permanency as 
powders. Ifthe average pharmacist should 
be asked tor a descriptive definition, the 
information elicited would probably be 
“A light or dark brown powder, more or 
less hygroscopic, possessing in a moder- 
ate degree the physical properties of the 
drug and a heavy predominating, or what 
may be described ac a charred, odor.” An 
examination of the standard powdered 
extracts of to-day would be a revelation 
to many who entertain such delusive im- 
pressions. They will be found entirely 
divested of the slightest evidence of oxi- 
dation, possessing in a marked degree 
the well-defined physical and sensible 
characteristics of the respective drugs 
from which they are derived, such as 
odor, taste and color, and embodying 
and retaining in a concentrated condition 
and in their natural organic combinations 
all the original, proximate principles of 
the drug. 

“This remarkable transition has been 
effected entirely,” says Mr. Jenks, 


“through the introduction and perfection 
of an improved system of vacuum distil- 


lation, enabling a skilful operator to con- 
centrate the various percolates to com- 
plete dryness, protected during every 
stage of the operation from the oxidiz- 
ing influence of the air. The vacuum pan 
or still, which is designed for this pur- 
pose, is constructed in such a manner 
that a practically perfect vacuum, at a 
temperature not exceeding 120 deg. F., is 
maintained until every trace of moisture 
has been eliminated and a perfectly dry, 
brittle mass remains. At this stage the 
extractive matter, as it is removed from 
the pan, presents a variety of interesting 
conditions in marked contrast to the 
charred masses resulting from open 
evaporation. The odor of the drug is 
strongly predominant, the fracture glist- 
ening and resinous in character, more or 
less transparent in thin layers, and in ev- 
ery case, so far as the writer’s observa- 
tions have extended, perfectly soluble in 
the original menstruum employed, indi- 
cating undoubtedly the unaltered condi- 
tion of the proximate principles. After 
a careful determination of the actual 
weight of the dry extractive, sufficient 
diluent, in the nature of milk sugar or 
powdered drug, is added to bring the 
final product to a definite and unvarying 
relation to the drug, corresponding ap- 
proximately to the pilular extract, and 
after thorough incorporation, reduced to 
a uniform powder. To insure an almost 
impalpable degree of fineness, as well as 
the utmost permanency for this class of 
preparations, it is imperative that every 
vestige of moisture should be dissipated, 
and the mass as it is discharged from the 
pan should be in condition to be speedily 
powdered. 

“If there should remain in the charge 
the slightest trace of moisture, it would 
occasion in time a tendency to what is 
commercially known as ‘cake,’ a soft, 
pasty condition, which it assumes prepar- 
atory .to reverting to the original, solid 
state. It is an established fact and one 
universally recognized by pharmacists, 
that powdered extracts possess an inher- 
ent affinity for moisture; the hygroscopic 
nature of many is such that they can only 
be employed with perfect freedom in ex- 
ceedingly dry weather, and if, as is fre- 
quently the case, it should become neces- 
sary to manipulate the extracts in a 
moist, humid atmosphere, the operation 
should be conducted with the utmost des- 
patch, and the exposure be as limited as 
possible. The absorption of moisture is 
frequently not observable at first, but 
shortly becomes manifest in the sinking 
of the powder, which eventually resolves 
itself into an intractable mass.” 

In concluding his paper the writer said 
he could not sufficiently impress upon 
the dispensing pharmacist the importance 
of exercising the utmost discrimination in 
the selection of powdered extracts, for if 
they are not made by the vacuum process 
they must necessarily suffer much de- 
terioration. 


It has often been stated that the pres- 
ence of a growing castor-oil plant in a 
bedroom would drive mosquitoes away. 
We can not vouch for the truth of the 
statement, but at least we know that the 
plant is inoffensive. A refinement (?) 
not long ago entailed discomfiture upon 
a French gentlemen who boiled a little 
castor oil in a spoon before going to bed. 
According to the account given in “Nou- 
veaux Remedes” (‘‘Progres Medical,” 
December 16, 1899), the odor was so 
abominable that he opened all his win- 
dows, preferring the mosquitoes. 


Origin of English Weights and 
Measures. 


At a recent meeting of the London sec- 
tion of the Society of Chemical Industry, 
Dr. W. S. Squire presented a paper on 
the metric system covering the objections 
which have recentlv been raised to the 
introduction of that system. The objec- 
tions raised by Sir F. Bramwell that the 
quadrant measure of the earth upon 
which the metric is based has been found 
to be erroneous, is really immaterial. 

In regard to Sir F. Bramwell’s objec- 
tions to the metric system, urged in a let- 
ter to the “Times” last March, Dr. Squire 
said it really did not matter that the 
quadrant measure of the earth had since 
been found to be inaccurate, as the main 
thing was to have fixed on a unit; the 
metric method of doing it was surely as 
good as taking a brass weight (as the 1824 
act did), which lost weight if it were 
cleaned and gained if it were not. The 
kilogramme, it has been urged, is in- 
conveniently large. This, the lecturer 
said, may be so for confectionery and to- 
bacco, but surely it was not for coal: they 
could not have one denomination conven- 
ient for every purpose. Sir F. Bramwell 
said he had often noticed that at the 
French railway stations the booking 
clerks had to figure out the price of the 
tickets on paper before they could tell 
the amount. This, Dr. Squire said, was 
due to the emplovment of elderly women 
as booking clerks, who were not, as a 
rule, lightning calculators. 
been urged that the decimal point is apt 
to get misplaced, but that was not the 
lecturer’s experience. The fact that the 
figure 10 was not readily divisible was 
another objection urged against the me- 
tric system; but they should bear in mind 
that the system was really a milliary sys- 
tem, and that 1,000 was divisible by 2, 4, 
5 and 8. Inconclusion, Dr. Squire point- 
ed out that the kilowatt used by the 
Board of Trade as a standard for electric 
current, and the postal parcel limit of 11 
pounds (5 kilos) were already in use and 
caused no trouble. The present system, 
Dr. Squire said, never was adopted—it 
“orew up;” and he then sketched the or- 
igin of the system as far as could be 
traced. Many of the units were adopted 
from measurements of parts of the body. 
The distance from the elbow to the end 
of the second finger gave the cubit, prob- 
ably the most ancient measure of all. 
The cubit was used in the construction of 
the Great Pyramid and averaged 20.63 
inches, The lecturer then referred to the 
works of John Taylor (“Battle of+the 
Standards”) and Professor Piazzi Smyth 
(“Life and Work at the Great Pyramid”), 
who maintained that our measures have 
been derived from those of the Great 
Pyramid; characterizing these writings as 
an example of how scientific men with 
religious monomania are led away. Other 
proportions of the human body have 
given us the foot, the span (thumb and 
little finger extended to the utmost), the 
hand (still used fur measuring horses), 
and the fathom (the distance between the 
tips ot the fingers of the extended arms). 
The ounce applied to weights originally 
meant, as the word denotes, a twelfth 
part of anything, the troy ounce being 
thus the only true ounce we have. 

Natural objects furnished a variety of 
units; the barley-corn, of which three 
“round and dry,” according to a statute 
of Edward II., made 1 inch; the yard and 
the pole, which the lecturer thought or- 
iginated from the first two sticks handy 
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at the time, as witness the fact of the pole 
being 5% yards. The mile originated 
from the Roman one of 1,000 paces. This 
was the true mile; but now the mile 
seemed to mean any large customary 
measure of length. The Scotch mile was 
1,976 yards, the Irish mile 2,240 yards, and 
the Welsh mile 4 English miles. With 
one of the flashes of dry humor with 
which the lecture was illuminated, Dr. 
Squire said he thought the Roman — 
was still used by cabmen. The pound, 

pondus, did not originally signify any Ae 
ticular weight, and seems to have varied 
from 12 to 28 oz. As to the stone, Dr. 
Squire said he believed that in some parts 
of Devonshire butter was still weighed 
at farmhouses by the “pound stone.” Our 
ancestors seem to have nicked stones 
from the brook, and adopted them as 
standards; one weighing 8 lbs. was used 
for meat, a larger one (16 lbs.) for tea, 
and a good-sized one, weighing 32 Ibs., 
for hemp. The Act of 1824, in which 
Imperial weights and measures were laid 
down, and the Commission which led up 


to it, were then mentioned. The pendu- 
lum method of restoring the standard 
yard mentioned in the Act, and pound 


deduced from the weight of a cubic inch 
_of water at 62° F., were superseded after 
the researches of Captain Kates, which 
resulted in the adoption of standards of 
which copies were sent to various centers 
and could be used for making correct 
measures and weights. Dr. Squire said 
he did not know the origin of ‘‘avoirdu- 
pois,” unless it was to distinguish between 
weights which have weights and weights 
which have none, and proceeded to en- 
large on the absurdity of having two 
different ounces and nounds. The only 
bright spot in our Imperial measures was 
the gallon of water weighing 10 Ibs. Re- 
ferring to the coincidences of the Im- 


perial and metric measures, which Sir 
Frederick Bramwell pointed out some 
sixteen years ago in that room, Dr 


Squire said coincidences were no argu- 
ment, and, if they were, the metric sys- 
tem, being made up of coincidences, had 
the best of it. 


Modified Assay Process for Fluid 
Extracts.’ 
By A. B. Lyons. 


Every one who has had any practical 
experience in the assay of fluid extracts 
knows how difficult it is, sometimes, to 
extract the alkaloid completely by the 
“shaking out” process. The solution we 
have to operate upon is so loaded with 
inert matter that it is liable to become 
only semi-fiuid under the influence of the 
ethereal solvent, which abstracts from it 
both water and alcohol, and we have often 
to contend with an obstinate determina- 
tion to emulsionize. 

In most cases we may accomplish our 
desired purpose by adding to the fluid 
extract in the first instance a_ certain 
quantity of dilute alcohol, and repeating 
such addition whenever in the course of 
the operation the fluid becomes incon- 
veniently thick. It is understood, of 
course, that the alkaloid separated in this 
way, necessarily accompanied with for- 
eign substances, is to be extracted from 
the ethereal solvent with acidulated water, 
from which in turn it is to be finally 
taken out in a relatively pure state by a 
second shaking out with ether. 
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For the assay of fluid extract of cinchona 
bark, and similar preparations containing 
much tannin, the following procedure will 
be found more advantageous and equally 
efficient. Put into a 50 Cc. measuring 
flask about 40 Cc. of strong alcohol, add 
from a measuring pipette exactly 2 Cc. 
of the fluid extract, shaking the flask as 
the fluid is delivered. Possibly it may be 
advantageous to add to the alcohol first 
a few drops of acetic acid (40 p. c.), but 
with preparations of cinchona, at least, 
I have not found this necessary. Add 
next 2 Cc. of an alcoholic solution (12 
p. c.) of ferric chloride, mix well, make 
up the volume of the solution with alco- 
hol to about 47 Cc., add 2 Cc. of solution 
of ammonia (10 p. c.), shake well, test 
the mixture for free ammonia by intro- 
ducing into the neck of the flask a strip 
of moistened red litmus paper, not allow- 
ing this to come in contact with the glass. 
If necessary add more ammonia _ until, 
after thorough shaking, an excess is 
found to be present. 

Now fill the flask exactly to the mark 
with strong alcohol, shake vigorously and 
let stand one hour. Then pour the mix- 
ture on a filter, collect of the clear and 
nearly colorless filtrate exactly 25 Cc., 
corresponding with 1 Cc. of the fluid ex- 
tract, evaporate on a water bath to a 
small volume, then add 5 Cc. of water, 
and hydrochloric acid (10 p. c.) in dis- 
tinct excess. Place again on the water 
bath until alcohol is nearly all driven off, 
transfer the solution to a suitable vial, 
rinsing the capsule with several small 
portions (1 Cc.) of water containing hy- 
drochloric acid. 

Shake the acid solution with several 
successive portions, 10 or 15 Cc., of ether 
to remove fatty and waxy matter.  Fi- 
nally render alkaline with ammonia and 
shake out with ether in the usual way. 

In the case of fluid extracts of cin- 
chona, the results are most satisfactory. 
The whole of the alkaloid is obtained 
with a minimum expenditure of ethereal 
solvent, and as nearly pure as the require- 
ments of such an assay demand. Of 
course, solid extracts, after dissolving in 
dilute alcohol in the usual manner, may 
be treated in the same way. 

An alternative procedure substitutes 
for the ferric chloride a solution of lead 
subacetate. Put into the measuring flask 
alcohol 46 Cc., fluid extract of cinchona 
2 Cc., solution lead subacetate 2 Cc., fill- 
ing the flask thus exactly to the mark. 
Shake well together, filter, add to the fil- 
trate some dry sodium carbonate to re- 
move the excess of lead, shake well and 
filter once more. Use 25 Cc. of the final 
filtrate for the assay, proceeding exactly 
as described above. 

In applying these methods to other 
fluid extracts, the peculiarities of the sev- 
eral alkaloids present must be taken into 
consideration. In the case of alkaloids 
such as atropine, we must remember the 
danger of destruction of the alkaloid by 
rash heating in contact with active chem- 
ical agents. The quantity of fluid extract 
to be used for the assay must be such as 
to furnish from 0.015 to 0.050 gm. of al- 
kaloid. 

In any case the alkaloid separated by 
the above methods may be determined by 
the improved alkalimetric process recent- 
ly published by Dr. Gordin.’ 
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INCOMPATIBILITY AND 
SOME OF ITS TEACHINGS.'* 


By Wa tter G. GrirFitH, M.D 


(Concluded.) 
Special Incompatibility. 


Incompatibility has been variously de- 
fined by writers, and I propose to define 
it as “any unintentional change which 
notaybly interferes with the elegance, use- 
fulness, or safety of a prescription.” 

The subject of so-called therapeutical 
incompatibility ils not included in this 
definition, for it belongs to a different 
sphere, and its principles are taught by 
the science of pharmacology. 

Neither do I intend to refer to what is 
often termed phamaceutical or physical 
incompatibility, such as errors of solu- 
blity, precipitation of resinous or oily so- 
lutions by the addition of water, choice 
of pill excipients, and such-like matters. 

My observations will deal with the 
chemical aspects of prescribing, from a 
practical and everyday point of view. 
Even with these limitations the subject 
o fincompatibility is a broad and almost 
endless one. 

For the number of opssible combina- 
tions is infinite, and no rules will provide 
against all possible or even likely cases. 
Moreover, new drugs bring them new 
p-oblems, and some of the recent com- 
plex synthetic preparations, e.g., anti- 
pyrin, do not readily lend themselves to 
general rules, and have a number of spe- 
cial incompatibilities. 

We may accept as a primary rule: Have 
as little chemical action as is possible take 
place among the ingredients of a pre- 
scription, unless such is clearly ordered 
or intended. 

This rule holds good, although it must 
be admitted that some chemical precipi- 
tates may be dissolved in the stomach 
with comparative facility. If only on the 
ground of elegance such precipitates 
should be, and can readily be, avoided. 

It is worth while to observe the chem- 
ical change between two substances can 
sometimes be much retarded, or even 
prevented, by forming a dilute solution 
of one of them in a mucilaginous or 
syrupy liquid before adding the other. 

The ogder of mixing the ingredients in 
a prescription is often of material im- 
portance, e.g.: 


Corrosive sublimate ............... gr. ss 
Ammon. carbon., 
POE BOE. cca ctivsecwescusanen aa gr. v. 


Aquez 


The ammon. carb. would precipitate with the 
HegCl. if directly added to it 


But if the HgCl, and KI bie first dissolved and 
the ammon. carb. be added to this solution no 
precipitation occurs (Scoville). 


Again, mix (in order as nomed): 


Corrosive esublimate .....:00..0000. gr. iii 
WHEE, cakvcsisenécxedsewencsavseneucs 3 ij 
CS ccc i osuarraesaweneawuns es Ziij 
Ee TONE 00 kesssdnanwestnevexenne 3 


Contrast with the effect of adding the 
lime water to the corrosive sublimate be- 
fore the addition of mucilage. 





Tr. ferri perchlor . m5 
yam shincuesens 3Vv 
PRN oases son sich ssc esecsusennanaas's z i. 
M. an adde - 
Spir. ammMon. afom. ..........0.0000e Z ij. 
Most of the iron remains in solution. But if 


the spirit of ammonia were added before the 
syrup, all, or nearly all, the iron would be pre- 
cipitated. 





1From the London Practitioner. 
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Folk-Medicine in America.* 
By Ropney H. True. 

We are accustomed to think of our own 
time as far removed from the days of 
witches and the evil eye and other super- 
stitions of a like nature. It might easily 
be supposed that the pharmacopceia and 
schools of pharmacy and great annual 
conventions in the cause of pharmaceuti- 
cal and medical science had made impos- 
sible any survival of the filth cures of 
former centuries. A very little probing 
into the folk-lore of the people in almost 
any State in the Union will discover, nev- 
ertheless, a veritable quagmire of ignor- 
ance and credulity in medical matters. A 
short article by Dr. G. W. Morehouse in 
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
of February, 1898, on “Bits of Medical 
Folk-Lore” gives briefly some of the most 
unsavory beliefs and practices that are 
still in a measure prevalent among us, 
and a recent work by Mrs. Fanny D. 
Bergen (author of “Current Supersti- 
tions”) entitled ‘Animal and Plant Lore” 
and published by Houghton & Mifflin 
for the American Folk-Lore Society, 
contains two very interesting, if sadly in- 
structive, chapters on ‘Folk-Medicine.” 
Of these two chapters the one concerning 
“Animal Lore” is the richest, and a few 
instances will serve to give an idea of the 
interesting data it furnishes. 

“Swallowing a live head-louse, without 
the knowledge of the patient, will cure 
the jaundice.” (From Marshall Co., Ind., 
and Chicago, III.) 

“Biting into a live black snake will in- 
sure sound teeth for the one who bites 
it.” (General in the United States.) 

“To bite into a living black snake will 
cure the toothache.” (Eastern Massachu- 
setts.) 

“A freshly killed chicken if applied to a 
snake bice, will cure it.” (Illinois, Michi- 
gan and Missouri.) 

“Goose manure is supposed by some 
people to cure pimples on the face.” 
(Walnut, Ind.) 

“A sty may be cured by rubbing it with 
a Black cat’s tail.” (Alabama.) 

“Tf you have asthma, save all the nail 
parings of your hands and feet for a year. 
At the end of that time find an ash-tree 
of the same age as yourself, bore a hole 
in it, put in the parings and plug up the 
hole.” (Rhode Island.) 

In the chapter on folk-medicine in 
“Plant-Lore”’ we find among the many 
reputed remedies the following: 

“A mullein leaf is good for a parrot’s 
bite.” (From Brookline, Mass.) 

“Any three leaves (of different kinds) 
will cure the sting of a wasp or bee.” 
(Northern Ohio.) 

“Picking the teeth with a splinter from 
a tree struck by lightning will prevent 
toothache.” (Narlwa, N. H.) 

In some cases this raw empiricism 
seems to have some possible foundation 
in fact. In view of the recent demon- 
stration of poisonous bodies in eel’s 
blood, and the probability of similar sub- 
stances in the blood of other animals, 
the persistent belief in all parts of the 
country that the blood of the cat is effi- 
cacious against shingles and ringworm, 
caused probably by external parasitic 
growths, may not be wholly wrong. The 
wide use of all parts of the elder plant, 
Sambucus sp., in various troubles is prob- 
ably likewise supported by some genuine 
properties of this bush. It would be dif- 
ficult, however, to explain the grounds 


*Pharmaceutical Review. 


for the belief, reported from Ohio, that 
tea made from elder bark removed by 
scraping upward will act as an emetic, 
whereas if the bark be scraped downward 
the tea will have cathartic properties. 

It has occurred to the writer that very 
great service might be done in the in- 
terest of folk-lore by a very little care and 
trouble on the part of students of medi- 
cine and pharmacy. If those data which 
come to the knowledge of every one of 
us were collected and published or sent 
to the American Folk-Lore Society, or 
to Mrs. Bergen, for publication, large ad- 
ditions to our knowledge in these direc- 
tions might be made in a short time. 


An Army Pharmacist in the Indian 
Mutiny. 

Henry Long, pharmaceutical chemist, 
residing at Reading, England, who served 
as a pharmacist with the English army 
during the Indian mutiny, has been inter- 
viewed by the British and Colonial Drug- 
gist, and gives a very fascinating ac- 
count of his experiences. He was en- 
gaged for three years, from Dec. 12, 1857, 
at a salary of £20 per month, with a first- 
class passage out to India, free mess at 
the saloon table, including beer, wine and 
spirits, besides 7s. 6d. per day during the 
voyage. He was with the troops which 
relieved Lucknow and in common with 
all the troops engaged in that expedition 
received six months extra allowance, 
amounting in his case to the sum of £54. 
A general order had been issued that dis- 
pensers of medicine would rank as com- 
missioned officers after assistant apothe- 
caries, but upon applying for commission 
the commission itself was denied, though 
the dispensers were ranked as lieutenants 
after assistant surgeons. Upon applica- 
tion he received an allowance of £3 Ios. 
per month for quarters. 


The Duties of the Dispenser 
in cantonment are outlined by Mr. Long 
as follows: “I used to be at the hospital 
at 6 a. m., when the doctor would also ar- 
rive. The men who were reported sick 
were marched up to the hospital; the doc- 
tor examined them; some were given a 
dose of mist. cathart. and returned to 
duty, others were detainedat the hospital; 
some had an emetic and a dose of calo- 
mel and pulv. jalapz co., others were or- 
dered to bed. The doctor then examined 
the hospital steward’s list of medical com- 
forts expended. We then visited the 
wards, the doctor, myself and the hospital 
sergeant, natives carrying trays with eye 
lotion, basin with soap, water and towels, 
and pen and ink. I carried a book in 
which I entered the prescriptions. When 
the doctor had seen all the sick he used to 
leave. Sometimes he ordered a man to 
be cupped, a duty I had to perform. 
Leeches were applied by a man whose 
duty was to take care of the leeches and 
apply them when wanted. Blisters were 
ordered pretty frequently, and a man 
called a dresser used to apply them, and 
also the linseed meal and mustard poul- 
tices. When a blister had to be kept open 
he used to place a plantain leaf with the 
under side to the wound, and when healed 
the upper smooth side. I then went to 
the dispensary and made up the medi- 
cines. There were four apprentices, the 
sons of soldiers, Europeans, and Portu- 
guese born in India, and after I had made 
up and labeled the medicines, the appren- 
tices used to see to their administration. I 
had usually finished by about 8 a. m., and 


could then get back to breakfast, before 
which, however, I used to have a bath, 
and put clean clothes on. After seeing to 
my correspondence, I used to go up to 
the hospital and see that all was right, but 
one day a week I used to see that the 
boys properly cleaned the instruments, At 
three I went to the hospital, again when 
the doctor came. He used to write up 
his cases while the apprentices under my 
supervision made up the stock medicines 
and also those for chronic cases. Our in- 
struments were of the simplest; we had 
no pill machine, not even a graduated 
slab. We went round the wards again, 
and as there was seldom any change of 
medicine I used to go for a ride and get 
home to dinner about seven, and I was 
generally in bed by about 11.” 

All men who could be spared having 
been ordered home at the conclusion of 
the mutiny, Mr. Long returned to Eng- 
land, received full pay and a premium of 
£s0 for the discontinuance of his disagree- 
ment with the Government and left the 
service at the end of two years, having re- 
ceived during that time £620 and free 
first-class passage and mess out to India 
and back. 

This picture is an interesting contrast 
to the present conditions existing in the 
English service as well as in the United 
States Army. Mr. Long received, as will 
be seen, about $1,500 a year and the 
rank of lieutenant and traveled first-class. 
The dispensers in the war with the Boers 
have been treated with a total lack of 
consideration, receive a salary of about 
4s. per day and the rank of a sergeant. 
The accommodations furnished the vol- 
unteer dispensers at the military re- 
cruiting stations in England have 
been devoid of every comfort and even 
lacking in the ordinary necessities of life, 
and, while the patriotic spirit of the Brit- 
ish has been sufficiently powerful to make 
them overlook these discomforts, the au- 
thorities have nevertheless been severely 
criticised for the lack of consideration 
shown. It is very interesting indeed to 
observe that England is so far as we are 
aware ‘the only country’ which has made 
a retrograde step in the matter of the 
position of the pharmacist, giving him 
smaller pay and lower rank now than she 
did forty years ago. It is true, of course, 
that men in service in India generally re- 
ceive some extra compensation, but ac- 
tive service in South Africa is certainly 
quite as dangerous as in India. 

The fact seems to be that whenever a 
condition of strenuous war exists, the 
importance of the dispenser is appreci- 
ated, for during the Civil War im the 
United States it was found necessary to 
place the medical supply service of the 
U. S. Army under the supervision of ex- 
pert pharmacists, who had the pay of 
lieutenants and who were known as med- 
ical store keepers. 


Among the principal merits claimed for 
Chloreton are that it has no tendency to 
weaken the action of the heart, as do 
many hypnotics, and that it very seldom 
has any deranging effect on the digestive 
organs. Even if it does not become 
recognized as a general anesthetic it is 
suggested that it may be given before 
chloroform or ether, to cause complete 
anesthesia to be produced by the use of 
a minimum quantity of these drugs, and 
prevent the annoying vomiting that so 
frequently occurs when a patient is being 
anesthetized. As a local anesthetic 
Chloreton has been favorably reported on. 
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We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for in- 
formation bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordi- | 
ally invite our friends to make use of this column. 
The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the 
communication, not for publication, but to assure attention, as we 
make it a rule to pay no regard to anonymous correspondence. 
Unna As will be seen from the above, Unna 





has prepared Unna’s paste according to 
the following formula and finds that it 
makes a spongy mass: 


i SLi ecti seul sbibe whee eesees 3vj 
err 3x 
TINS un ckkeeRbeeseeswesdenbecs 3j 
SE IES ckusbhvswsbetinhosonvine 3vj 
WEEE 265 0kScb06bs5s58>ondeeenbun 3vi 


The dextrin and zinc oxide were trit- 
urated together, the gelatin dissolved 
in hot water and the solution thus formed 
added to the mixture of dextrin, zinc ox- 
ide and zinc. The result is a spongy 
mass, and our correspondent wishes to 
know whether formula and method of 
compounding given are correct. 

Unna’s paste being of German origin, 
one naturally turns to a German author- 
ity for a formula for the preparation. We 
find in Dieterich’s ‘Pharmaceutisches 
Manual,” the following under the title and 
subtitle given: 


_ , Pasta Zinct Oxypum Unna. 
Pasta Zinci Form. Magistr. Beroliniensis; Unna’s 
Zinc Paste. 


A. (With Starch.) 
Parts. 
Zinc oxide ....... | 
Powdered starch . 
Glycerin 
Mucilage of acacia 


B. (With Bole.) 






i. Parts. 
PE Me Sccsscscasvascseunseee 30 
Te eae 30 
SS ere 30 
Solution of lead subacetate........ 20 


Triturate the bole with the oil and in a 
separate mortar triturate the zinc oxide 
with the solution of subacetate of lead, 
and then mix the two mixtures. 


C. (With Starch and epee: * 
a 


DPS cLosnehivesebocsavacee’y 
Wheat starch ... 
Petrolatum 


In a note published in the THE penn 
can Drucaist for May 5, 1894, page 247, 
Hodara, a Turkish naval surgeon, gives 
the following as the composition of Un- 
na’s paste: 





Parts 
PN Sieve dstbdnensshaeebessouns 5 
PPE Sik. bsheccesencnexvenceest 30 
MR chap eas abkbsws hhbnohebaxe 15 
OMNES Seip h bisbSSibn0sabiesinianctd 40 
An English work, “Pharmaceutical 


Formulas,” gives several formulas for 
pastes of varying composition, attribut- 
ing their origin to Unna, including the 
two following formulas for zinc oxide 
pastes: 


z, 
ee ee ee 5 oz. 
a eee I oz. 
ere ae 14 0z 
II. 
Prepared _ chalk, 
Zinc oxide, 
Linseed oil, , 
Lime water, of each............ I oz. 


has devised so many different formulas 
for pastes that it is rather in the nature 
of guesswork to determine what is real- 
ly meant when “Unna’s Paste” is re- 
ferred to without any more definite desig- 
nation. It seems to be generally under- 
stood in this country, however, that when 
no special formula is indicated, the zinc 
gelatin paste is intended. The formula 
quoted above from Dieterich is probably 
the most generally used. 


Egg Shampoo.—E. C. M.—In the ma- 
jority of formulas for egg shampoo, the 
egg takes no part except in the name of 
the preparation. One exception to this 
is the following: 


EGG SHAMPOO CREAM. 
Berax 


ee es ee ee 1 fl. oz 
New England rum.......... 20 fi. oz 
NE rr 10 fl. oz 
Whites OE. kbhvtessseboverx 4 eggs 


Incorporate the borax, in fine powder, 
with the glyccrin and add the bay rum 
and New England rum gradually, stir- 
ring the mixture constantly. Beat up 
the white of eggs thoroughly and add 
this gradually to the mixture, stirring un- 
til a perfectly smooth cream results. 

The preparation more frequently met 
with, however, is merely a potash-lard 
soap with the following basis, but with 
perfumes added of various kinds and 
strength. 


EEA Wkpass buwsdeuwesseecese 3% Ibs. 
CSeNtne DRIREE 6c0ns0ssenees 2 OZ 
Wer ccccccscccsccccccscese 24 oz. 


Melt the lard over a salt water bath, 
dissolve the potash in the water and run 
the solution slowly into the melted lard, 
stirring constantly until saponification is 
effected. 


A Cure All.—M. T. writes that he 
would like for us to furnish a formula for 
a good salve for the “complexion, scalp 
and hair; to cure frost bites, cuts, corns, 
bunions, bruises, stiff limbs, insect bites, 
dandruff, colds on chest, neuralgia, etc., 
etc.” While we would like to accommo- 
date our readers there are certain limits 
to the pharmaceutic art as practiced of 
recent years, which we must perforce 
abide by. In the middle ages it was cus- 
tomary to have panaceas which cured all 
the ills that flesh is heir to and which con- 
tained a correspondingly large number of 
ingredients. The tendency of late years, 
however, has been in the direction of spe- 
cialization, and it is customary now to 
use simple remedies which are specifically 
suited to particular diseases. It is quite 
possible that one might combine into one 
salve medicaments which would suit the 
wide variety of indications named by our 
reader, but we feel confident that the re- 
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sults obtained from such a mixture taking. 
it on the whole would not be so satisfac- 
tory as would be those obtained from the 
use of different preparations specifically 
designed to meet the different indica- 
tions. Neuralgia, dandruff and corns have 
so little in common that we think it is 
better not to endeavor to treat them all 
with the same remedy. 


Asthma Cure.—T. S.—A solution of 220 
grains of potassium iodide in 14 ounces 
of wine of tar has been very highly rec- 
ommended for the treatment of asthma. 
The wine of tar is made by macerating. 
together 2 drams of common pine tar, % 
ounce of pine sawdustand 2 pints of sher- 
ry wine for a week and then filtering. The 
dose of the mixture is given. 


Formulas for asthma powders were 
published in this journal for September 
25th, 1899, page 172. 


The following formula is proposed by 


Dr. Korn, of Freiburg, in a recent 

number of the “Pharmaceutische Zei- 

tung”: 

Parts. 

DIONOGNON . bi55 0-6 505 60 nte eas Sones 20 
PPIPURNS BEAVES: 5.55 6iccccsnsvesese 5 
Hyoscyamus leaves ........cccscces 20 
PE ccencbs0sssunnheedoeee 20 
MEE (Sihthih sesso saws eeae oneness 20 
Eucalyptus leaves ..........ccccees 20° 
a Sey eee ee 10 
PIOMINETON UDED oon c 0.000.0000 409000 10: 
Si NEE vcccccvesesvuseceenee 5: 
PRON RMERUE 6 65550000 0se ee sen 2 


SRMEEN 6 cGWaar ks oessaeeurteusane 5 
The several ingredients are reduced to. 
coarse powder and can be then made up: 
in the form of cigarettes. 
Effervescence in a Prescription—M. D. 


H. sends in the following prescription 
and asks the cause of the effervescence:. 


Potassium 10dide ......c.cese 2 oz. 
Ammonium carbonate ........ 1% oz. 
Compound tinct. gentian...... 4 oz 
Water, sufficient to make...... 8 oz. 


The slight effervescence which occurs: 
on mixing the above ingredients is prob- 
ably due to the action of some constitu- 
ent of the gentian, as gentistic acid. By 
agitating briskly for a few minutes and 
then allowing to stand uncovered for a 
while before dispensing, the effervescence 
will not cause any trouble. 

Elixir of Terpin Hydrate.—H. H. M.— 
The following formula is given by Hyro- 
nimus in a recent issue of the “Bulletim 
des Sciences Pharmacologique:” 





Terpin hydrate 
Alcohol 
Glycerin 


oa ae pases : ' ; cecccccece 


Tincture of vanilla ... z 
The same author also publishes the fol- 
lowing formula for a 
Syrup oF Terpin Hyprate. 


Parts. 
Re ORE on n.s 6s 4a Bae ee 2 
Alcohol (90 per cent.).......se0+ 30 
VMEED Ch euns es euhine sss euee see 67 
danchire of vanilla .....025.0.60 sss I 
ee See ee a ee 100 


A better formula, however, is given ir 
our Prize Essay Department on another 
page of this issue. 


Liquid Metal Polish—In our issue for 
August 25 last, we published on page ror 
a number of formulas for liquid metal 
polishes. Having published these so re- 
cently we refer our correspondent to that 
number for the desired information. 


Dealers in Naphthaline—C. F.—The 
following are among thelargest first hand 
dealers in naphthaline: Schoellkopf, 
Hartford & Hanna Co., 100 William 
street, New York; Barrett Mfg. Co., 


gy yh and White Tar Chemical 
0., 


New York. 
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Hagers Handbuch der Pharmaceutischen Praxis 
fur Apotheker, Aerzte Drogisten und Medi- 
cinalbeamte, Neu Braibeitel. Von B. Fischer 
und C. Hartwich, illustrirt. Achte Lieferung 
Caffeino-Kalium bromatum bis Digitalis seiten 
913 bis 1040. Berlin; Julius Springer.* 


We have already reviewed the general 
character of the work, which is a most 
admirable one, forming a worthy succes- 
sor to the original volume of Hager, 
which was at one time probably the most 
widely popular reference book on phar- 
macy in existence. 

The fine promise of the earlier portions 
of the work are well maintained in the 
fasicle just received. 


A System of Instruction in Qualitative Chemical 
Analysis. By Arthur H. Elliott, Ph.D., pro- 
fessor emeritus of chemistry in the College 
of Pharmacy of the City of New York, and 
George A. Ferguson, Ph.B., professor of an- 
alytical chemistry and director of the chem- 
ical laboratory in the College of Pharmacy 
of the City of New York. Third edition. 
Published 4 the authors. New York: 115 
West 68th street. [Price, $1.50.] « 


In its previous editions this work has 
been used by the New York College and 
several other Colleges of Pharmacy 
where the class system of instruction in 
qualitative analysis is followed. The book 
in its revised form, for it has been almost 
entirely rewritten, has already been re- 
ceived favorably and adopted in a num- 
ber of colleges of pharmacy. While the 
method pursued by the authors of carry- 
ing on laboratory work in classes has 
been quite severely criticised, the results 
obtained show that while in a few in- 
stances brilliant students may be retard- 
ed in their progress by the restrictions 
imposed by class work, the general av- 
erage results are very much better than 
under the system of great individual lib- 
erty of action, which is pursued in many 
laboratories. There are an infinite num- 
ber of details in carrying out analytical 
work which the majority of students are 
inclined to belittle the importance of, 
and where the student is given general 
directions and allowed to carry out the 
reactions and manipulations without any 
supervision and without having before 
him a model, he is apt to become sloven- 
ly in his habits and inexact in his work, 
and is particularly apt to waste time by 
failing to resort to little time-saving prac- 
tices which the instructor can call his at- 
tention to in his preliminary demonstra- 
tion which is expected to precede each 
‘hour’s work. 

The third edition of the volume has 
been almost entirely rewritten and a 
radical change has been made in the 
‘method of introducing the separation of 
-the metals. The group tests of the metals 
are first given, and then the special tests 
for the metals of each group followed by 
‘the direction for the separation of the in- 
dividual metals of each group. In the 
earlier editions the separations were 
given before the special tests. 

In the present edition a change has 
also been made in the scheme for the 
separation of the acid radicals, while a 
number of radicals, which are of some 
-pharmaceutical interest, such as the hy- 





“Hager’s: Handbook of Pharmaceutical_Practice. 
Reviewed by B. Fischer and C. Hartwich. 


Eighth part Caffeino-Kalium Bromatum to 
Digitalis; pp. 913-1040. 


pophosphite, nitrite, etc., have been in- 
troduced which did not appear in the 
previous edition. An entirely new chap- 
ter has been added on interfering acids, 
which contains some original work. The 
various processes and manipulations are 
described and illustrated with great clear- 
ness and detail, and the language used is 
simple and direct, though in the effort at 
simplicity and terseness the author has 
occasionally fallen into some syntactical 
errors. Altogether the volume is one 
which we think admirably fills the par- 
ticular field which it covers. 





An “Atlas de Photomicrographie des 
Plantes Medicinales” has just been issued 
by Dr. L. Braemer and Dr. A. Suis of 
the University of Toulouse. The atlas 
contains 76 plates and engravings and is 
published by Vigo Freres, at Paris. The 
use of reproductions of photographs in- 
stead of drawings has been resorted to in 
this book, though with questionable ad- 
vantage. 


The “Pharmaceutisches Lexikon,” of 
Max von Waldheim, has at last been is- 
sued in complete torm by Hartleben of 
Vienna. The work is a very important 
one, though it covers a field which has 
already been covered by Brestowski in his 
““Handworterbuch der Pharmacie,” pub- 
lished by Braumuller. Von Waldheim’s 
“Lexikon” appears in 20 parts at 50 pfen- 
nigs each, and is also published in two 
volumes at 5 marks each. 





Pamphlets, etc., Received. 


Year Book of Pharmacy, comprising abstracts 
of peek relating to pharmacy, materia medica, 
and chemistry, contributed to British and foreign 
journals from July 1, 1898, to June 30, 1899. 
Vith the transactions of the British Pharmaceu- 
tical conference at the thirty-sixth annual meet- 
ing held at Plymouth, July, 1899. London: J. 
A. Churchhill, 7 Great Marlborough street. 1899. 
pp. r—XIV.; 1—548. 





The “Alkaloidal Clinic.” 


“The Alkaloidal Clinic” for February 
comes to our desk in a new cover of 
handsome design and with its contents 
greatly enlarged. A complete new face 
of type and other improvements con- 
tribute to make it one of the most at- 
tractive looking medical magazines pub- 
lished. 


| Correspondence. 


J. N. Hegeman & Co. a Corpora- 
tion. 
To the Editor: 

Sir: We see in the issue of THE 
AMERICAN Druaoist of January 25 an 
account of the proceedings of the Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association, at 
which Mr. W. H. Ebbitt, who ought to 
know better, informed the Association 
that this concern is not an incorporated 
company. ; 

This company was incorporated in 
February, 1894, by Hegeman a 
short time previous to his sudden death, 
and one would suppose that even Secre- 
tary Faber would have recollected the cir- 
cumstances, and surely Mr. Fbbitt, who 
has taken orders signed by the officers of 


the company for many years, can hardly 
be excused for his remarks. Yours truly, 
J. N. HeGeman & Co. 
Geo. H. Bancrort, Secy. 
New York, Feb. 17, 1900. 


Has a Book Worm For Sale. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: In THe Drucaist for February 
10 I notice your article on “Book 
Worms,” and also observe that you say 
they are among the rarities. As I am the 
possessor of a book worm, and was not 
aware they were so rare or of such very 
great value, I thought I would let you 
know that some one outside of New 
York owned one. 

I made my discovery in an old book 
between the first two pages or leaves. 
The little worm had eaten through three 
leaves and partly through the fourth. The 
book is one that had belonged to a coun- 
ty jail library. I have the worm in al- 
cohol and if you can aid me in disposing 
of it or send me the address of a would- 
be purchaser I would be very grateful. 


Mrs. May LAwRENCE. 
Sox 1417, Osceola, Ia., Feb. 16, 1900. 


Keying Advertisements. 


The using of different street, box or 
department numbers to key advertise- 
ments is a poor method, for the reason 
that the seeing of different addresses in 
different papers excites distrust on the 
part of those readers who do not know 
the motives of the discrepancy. 

All circulations are to some extent du- 
plicated. Were the reverse of this true, 
the “different number” method of keying 
advertisements would’ undoubtedly be a 
good thing. 

Quite often an advertisement in one 
paper increases the pulling qualities of 
the same advertisement in another paper, 
because its re-reading revives and 
strengthens the impression previously 
made on the reader’s mind; however, 
through the using of different numbers to 
key advertisements, an advertisement in 
one paper may weaken the force of the 
same advertisement in another paper. A 
person reads an advertisement in a cer- 
tain paper. The advertisement convinces 
him that the article advertised is a pretty 
good thing and he makes up his mind to 
buy it at some future time. He makes a 
mental note of the address, ‘““Box 100.” A 
week or so passes. He reads the same ad- 
vertisement in another paper and notes 
that the address in this paper is given as 
“Box 200.” Not understanding the rea- 
son for this discrepancy, quite naturally 
he thinks that the advertiser is fishing for 
suckers, and as a consequence, the good 
effects produced by reading the advertise- 
ment in the first paper are entirely de- 
stroyed. To have made effective advertis- 
ing, this discrepancy needed to be ex- 
plained, and whatever in advertising needs 
to be, and is not explained, will nine times 
out of ten be wrongly interpreted. 

Knowing what mediums bring results 
and what mediums fail to bring results is 
necessary to successful advertising. It is 
true that requests to mention the paper in 
which an advertisement is seen are not 
complied with in a great many cases; but, 
by considering the proportion of replies 
that mention a particular paper to the en- 
tire number of replies received, the ad- 
vertiser who keeps in close touch with his 
business can pretty accurately gauge the 
paving qualities of his mediums.—Print- 
ers’ Ink. 
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the writer. 


Utysses G. MANNING, 





Advertising Ideas. 


Under this heading we shall conduct a practical discussion of 
store methods and advertising for retail druggists. The Department | 
Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, suggest improve- 
ments and answer all questions coming within the scope of this de- 
partment, provided they are accompanied by the name and address of 





DEPARTMENT EDpITor. 











STORE PAPERS. 





HE prize for this issue is awarded to 
T the persistent publisher of a good 
store paper. Facts are better than 
theories in advertising, and it seems to 
be a fact that the publication of this paper 
pays. It has been published a long time; 
its character has been different at differ- 
ent periods, but at all times there have 
been enough results to justify its con- 
tinuance. It is safe to say that if any- 
body who has a store worth advertising 
will put the same sort of material into a 
publication of his own and issue it regu- 
larly, he will be equally sure of results. 
It is not necessary that it be closely pat- 
terned after this one. 

Mr. Thompson’s paper has the impress 
of individuality. That’s a quality that 
can not be imitated. You have an in- 
dividuality of your own which will answer 
better for your printed matter, and which 
you are bound to put into work if you 
put your own thought into it. Two 
things are essential to the success of a 
store publication: News and persistency. 
Your paper is the medium through which 
people are informed of the desirable feat- 
ures of your goods or methods. You 
can not tell it all in one issue; it must be 
a continued story. The longer it is con- 
tinued the more attention it will get. The 
longer you publish it the more you will 
have to say, because the constant effort 
to dig up material for it will develop 
you and give you a broader conception 
of the advertising possibilities of your 
own business. Mr. Thompson’s store pa- 
per, “The Thompsonian,” is all business; 
no miscellaneous or irrelevant matter 
whatever is used. The purely business 
attitude is not always maintained; store 
incidents are related; little bits of per- 
sonal observation or philosophy help to 
lend variety, but all have a bearing on the 
business in hand. 


Druggists who can reach all their pres- 
ent or prospective customers through the 
newspapers have little need of a store pa- 
per. But there are a vast number who 
require some other form of advertising 
which will replace or supplement regular 
newspaper work. For these there is 


nothing better than a store paper. As 
Mr. Thompson’s paper is, perhaps, the 
best publication of this class that reaches 
this department, numerous extracts from 
a recent number are reproduced in order 
to show the general character of the mat- 
ter. 


eH ee 


The Prize Advertisement. 

The American Druggist offers a prize 
of books to the value of $2, each issue, 
for the best retail druggist’s advertise- 
ment. The prize is this time awarded to 
Jno. R. Thompson, Allegheny, Pa. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 





Editor Advertising Ideas: 


Dear Sir.—I notice by to-day’s DruGcist AND 
Recorp that you have seen fit to award a prize 
for the Holiday Advertising which I sent to you 
for criticism. Please accept my thanks for the 
same, and let me assuie you that whatever merit 
there is in the work is on account of the aid I 
get from a study of your department. I con- 
sider the Advertising Department of the Druccist 
AND Recorp the most valuable to me of any of 
the three leading drug journals I take. It is the 
first part of the journals for me to read. You 
say that “a shotgun circular shows timidity on 
the part of the advertiser. It appears to be the 
result of fear that an ad on a single line of 
goods will not pay for its distribution; that as a 
matter of fact it is more apt to pay than when 
a lot of riders are loaded upon it!” That com- 
ment analyzed my thoughts exactly, as I first 
thought "3 sending out a circular devoted to 
holiday advertising only, but decided that the 
other way was best. 

I have not changed my mind, either. I think 
the admit of an ad is correctly measured by re- 
sult only; in this case we found a marked in- 
crease in the sale of the specialties taken up on 
the inside pages of the circular, and that our to- 
tal trade for the month of December showed an 
increase over December of the year before of 29 
per cent. I think the majority of people in the 
country are not interested in perfumes, and 
never buy them; to be sure, they may buy other 
holiday goods, but I think the combination of the 
holiday advertising with the specialty advertis- 
ing is the most effective for country druggists. 

However, I thank you for the criticism, and 
enclose a copy of a mimeograph letter which we 
have just mailed to all the possible purchasers of 
blue vitriol in our vicinity. You will notice I 
have not quoted price. My reason was that hav- 
ing our price purchaser might go to some one 
else for price, and prices being the same would 
be very likely to leave the order with a competi- 
tor. We hope to have them come to our store 
to make inquiry, and at that time we expect to 
get their contract. The circular has already sold 
a number of barrels for us, and it was only 
mailed yesterday. We have in mind to work 
during the coming year for the extension of our 
trade among the country physicians in this town 
and vicinity. We find the prescription business 
cannot be made to,sincrease any, and have de- 
cided to get as much of the trade from the phy- 
sicians as possible and keep it from going to 
physicians’ supply houses, who come here to 


drum up trade from a distance. 

Circumstances do not give us the time to call 
on the physicians personally, so we plan to send 
them a letter every two or three weeks, and call 
their attention to our ability to supply their 





wants, and to some one or more of our own elix- 
irs, etc., in detail. 

Any suggestions you are able to make along. 
this line will be appreciated. Yours truly, 


W. S. MILLENER, Jr. 
Holley, N. Y. 
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Not Convinced. 


Mr. Millener’s opinion as to the wis- 
dom of using a shotgun circular seems to 
be justified by the returns in this instance. 

But there is always a chance to reply 
in such cases that if the other plan had 
been followed the results would have been 
still better. A great many advertising 
druggists increased their holiday business 
from 40 to 50 per cent. this season. This 
result was due in part to the advertising 
and in part to the improved trade condi- 
tions. There are times when the method 
of putting somethine to catch everybody 
into a circular may pay, but it is seldom 
wise to do it at holiday time. There 
are many striving for holiday trade, and 
the man who can get the most people in- 
terested in his stock will sell the most 
goods. You can’t catch attention by di- 
verting it. You would not attempt, when 
facing a customer, to sell him holiday 
goods by interspersing remarks on hair 
tonic, corn cure or stock food. The 
same rule of conduct applies to your 
printed salesmen; the closer they stick 
to the main subject the greater the im- 
pression they will make. 

The plan of reaching country physi- 
cians is as good as can be devised. If 
the letters are sent regularly and the cam- 
paign persistently followed, results will be 
had. An offer of free samples of some 
of the preparations might help, and a 
leader or two at some special price, cost 
or less, would find a weak spot in many 
of the doctors and enable you to get hold 
of them. I recall one instance where a 
druggist made a decided hit with physi- 
cians by supplying them with fever ther- 
mometers at less than wholesale cost. The 
slight loss on the thermometers was 
amply justified in the increased trade on 
other goods. 


Mr. Millener’s result-bringing circular 
letter is as follows: 


Dear Sir: Do you use Blue Vitriol 
for sprayine your fruit trees? The 
most successful farmers do. Would 
you have had more money from your 
orchard if you had sprayed? If you 
spray you will need Blue Vitriol. 
Now is the time to contract for it. 
We have bought our stock and are 
taking orders for delivery in March. 
We are sure the market is at its low- 
est point, hence we bought and ad- 
vise you to buy now. Last year the 
demand was greater than we ex- 
pected; this year we look for even 
more to be used. The market is al- 
most certain to advance in a short 
time, just as it did last year. So we 
say you can save money by placing 
your order now. We want your 
order and would be glad to have it 
now. 

Our stock is all the Granulated Blue 
Vitriol, manufactured by the Nichols 
Chemical Company, which is the 
same as we have sold in the past, and 
which is acknowledged to be the most 
reliable on the market. We are in 
position to sell you this make, at the 
price charged by others for some of 
the cheaper brands. Come and see 




















us in regard to details soon. Yours 


truly, 
W. S. MILLENER. 
ee 


A Pill Campaign. 
Editor Advertising Ideas: 
Enclosed find three doses of pill advertising. 
I started with one headed “‘We make pills to cure 
all ills.” At the same time we had a street fair 


THE THOMPSONIAN 


is sent out to 
TELL THE PEOPLE 
about 


Thompson’s Drug Store, 


Located at the Corner of 
North Avenue and 
Federal Street. 


To tell what we have to sell, to show that we 
are up-to-date, to show that we are after busi- 
ness, to show that we have methods of doing 
business which can be expressed in print. A 
great many people know that we have a Good 
Drug Store; to them THE THoMpPsoNIAN is a 
reminder that we always appreciate their busi- 
ness. A great many other people do not know 
us: To them THE THomMpSONIAN is an invitation 
to come that they may also know we have a 
Good Drug Store. We are making our Drug 
Store better all the time and keep on telling the 
people about it. For 


“ What’s the Good 
of Unknown Good? 








From Prize Advertisement. 


here. I made a wooden frame as nearly round 
as possible, seven feet in diameter, covered it 
with white cloth, which I painted with white lead, 
and then varnished. On this immense pill 

painted the above quotation and my address. I 
placed the il on a box, draped the box with red, 
white and blue, and placed ‘small flags on top 
of the pill. The whole was mounted on a dray. 
I followed the civic and floral parade with this 
pill. There was but one other advertisement in 





DO YOU WANT 
A GOOD SPONGE? 


By a good sponge we mean one that will not 
tear to pieces in a little while—one that has not 
had the life bleached out of it by acids which 
eat out all the good there is in a sponge. The 
bleaching of a sponge makes it look pretty, but 
if you want a sponge that will remain firm and 
not tear, get one of our unbleached sheep’s wool, 
they are just as nature made them—strong and 
healthy—they will outwear the beautiful 
bleached sponge three or four times, and give 
better satisfaction all the time. We have been 
harping about sponges for a long time now—our 
customers are learning which kind to buy. 


Good Sponges cost 25c, 50c, 75c, 
and $1, according to size. 





Prize Advertisement. 


the parade. My pill created much talk for less 
expense than anything I have ever done. I am 
not so located that I could expect any business 
from a general gathering. I am out in the sub- 
urbs. Gann’s PHARMACY. 

Co_umBus, Ga. 

In the light of the last sentence of this 
letter it appears doubtful whether the pill 
advertising was worth while. The at- 
tention attracted in the parade was a good 
indirect advertisement for the business; 
but the newspaper advertising seems to 
run to pills also. The drift of the ads is 
embodied in the following sentence: 


“We want you to bring us your pre- 
scriptions that call for pills; we want 
to show you and your doctor that 
‘we do make pills that cure all ills.’ ” 

If this community is not very unlike 
those I know of, the prescriptions requir- 
ing the compounding of pills would not 
be worth striving for. If one store got 
them all it would not get many; and a 
suburban store could not hope to get 
more than its share. The ads sent are all 
fairly good, but it is hard to see where the 
results are to come from. 

George W. Schools, Lebanon, Pa., 
sends a sample of a little four-page folder 
which he uses to enclose in packages that 
go out of the store. 

Four seasonable specialties are adver- 
tised in this one. This is a method that 
can always be commended, especially 
when the enclosures are as neat as this 
one. It is printed in blue and red on 
good stock, and each page is devoted to a 
brief ad for one of the preparations. 


PRESCRIPTIONS. 


When your Doctor gives you a prescription to 
be filled your first thought is ‘‘Who can I trust 
to fill this?” You do not go around from one 
drug store to another to see who will do it the 
cheapest. You do not want to take it to a drug- 
gist who says he “can save you money,’ for 
verily the cheap druggist is the one to avoid. 
The druggist whose professional services is not 
worth a fair price is not deserving of patronage. 

We have never claimed to fill prescriptions at 
a low price. Some drugs are costly and some 
compounds require time and skill to prepare. 
The costly drugs must be charged for according 
to their worth, and the time—well, ‘‘the laborer 
is worthy of his hire.” 

When we get a prescription for inexpensive 
drugs (and most of them are such) we make 
the price low accordingly. We have never 
taken advantage of a customer by charging a 
high price for an inexpensive prescription. An- 
other strong point in our favor is that whatever 
drugs or preparations the prescription calls for— 
they are the ones we put in. We will not jug- 
gle with drugs or our reputation. 








From Prize Advertisement. 


Better Display Will Help. 
Editor Advertising Ideas: 

Enclosed find several ads for criticsm. My 
style of ad writing creates a good many com- 
ments from business men. My trade is also in- 
creasing; do you think it is the advertising? 
When they come to the store they are treated 
just right. I have managed to secure what the 
foreman considers the best spaces; generally at 
the top of the local news page. I have been a 
student of your department since my subscrip- 
tion began, with much benefit I know. 

R. L. Newman. 

LEADVILLE, CoLo. 

The ads sent are better than the aver- 
age, though most of them sent are a 
trifle too general for regular use. Gen- 
eral ads may have been justified in_an- 
nouncing the advent of this new firm. 
But later ads should be more after the 
style of the cigar ad enclosed. This is 
especially good because it treats of a 
definite subject and it gives a list of 
brands carried, all good ones. Improve- 
ment is possible in the setting; there are 
too many displayed lines. Greater con- 
trasts will give greater prominence. One 
strong headline followed by solid body 
matter will be seen quicker. 


me se 


BRIEF MENTION. 


T. J. Scannell, successor to Edgar C. 
McKallor, Waterford, N. Y., sends copy 
of his Saratoga County Almanac for 1900. 
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This almanac has been issued for several 
years and is one of the best publications 
of this sort I have seen. The design for 
this year’s cover was modeled in clay, and 
from this a half-tone was made. The 
book contains a good selection of miscel- 
laneous matter, and a large number of ads 
for proprietary preparations. This latter 
feature probably covers the cost of pub- 
lication. 
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Wm. H. Groggin, Marlboro, Mass., 
compounds current events and corn cure 
in the following fashion: 


Tuey Att Come To Ir. 


The Boers and English 
Are at it “for fair,” 

And chasing each other 
As fast as they dare. 


But if the “Boer” or “Bull” 
ad a very sore corn, 
*Tis to Groggin he’d chase, 
As sure as you’re born. 
(Groggin’s Corn Solvent makes every na- 
tionality happy.) 


His Trade Paper. 


I was in a hardware store the other day 
and noticed several up-to-date innova- 
tions that were somewhat out of keeping 
with my previous knowledge of the pro- 
prietor. “How did you happen to think 
of that?” I asked, pointing to an attrac- 
tive show card. 

“Oh,” said he, laughing, “I didn’t think 
be it at all; that’s one of George’s hob- 

ies. 

“That is an excellent hobby,” I said; 
“where did George get the idea?” 

“Oh, he got it out of his trade paper. 
Nothing would do but I must get that 
paper, and now it’s George’s Bible; he 
looks up all the new ideas and I let him 
go ahead.” 

“Well, they are good ideas; you find 
they help trade, don’t you?” 

“Yes, that’s so; they’re all right; 
George is a good boy.” 

I thought as I walked away that 
George would be a partner there before 
many years. A clerk who studies his. 
trade paper and avails himself of every 
hint to gain business will not be a clerk 
forever. 

A traveling salesman was telling me of 
his experience with a clerk who reads. 
He said: “I had just taken Mr. B.’s or- 
der for a nice line of my goods, and good 
quantities of each size, when his clerk 
came in. Mr. B. said: ‘Tom, I am get- 
ting a line of ——; see if this is your idea 
of quantities.’ I opened my book and 
showed Tom the order as I had written 
it down. He suggested one change which 
his employer at once ordered to have 
made, and then Tom asked what the dis- 
count was. I said 60 per cent. He left 
us without a word and went to the desk, 
turned over some papers for a minute or 
two, and then brought a trade journal to 
Mr. B. They looked it over together and 
Mr. B. said to me: ‘See here, these goods 
are quoted at 60 and 5 per cent. discount; 
if you can’t give me the bottom price I 
don’t want them.’ I had to come down 
as gracefully as I could, for I wanted the 
order. That’s what we get from these 
trade journals that quote bottom prices 
to Tom, Dick and Harry!” 

I fancied that I could also hear Mr. B. 
saying to his clerk: ‘“That’s right, Tom; 
post yourself up as to prices, and keep a 
sharp lookout for the extra 5 per cent.”— 
Wm. H. Maher in “The Saturday Even- 
ing Post.” 
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PROPRIETARY DEPARTMENT 


Conducted by Richard Quincy Munn. 





SENATOR GEORGE T. 


FULFORD. 


PRESIDENT OF THE Dr. WILLIAMS MEDICINE CoMPANY. 


We present herewith an excellent portrait of the gentleman whose ‘ 


pills for pale people” 


‘pink 


are known wherever the ink of the printer has gone. 


Mr. Fulford, who has recently been appointed a member of the Senate of 


Canada, was born in Brockville, Ontario, on Aug. 8, 1852. 


He began his 


business career in a drug store at Belleville, and about ten years ago he pur- 


chased the Dr. Williams Medicine Company. 
he now has branch establishments in Englgnd 
and the United States, the latter being located at Syracuse, N. Y. 
are sold all over the civilized world. 


has been phenomenal, and h 


“pink pills for pale people” 


His success since that time 


» while his 
Senator 


Fulford is of a genial, social disposition, and has hosts of friends in the 
United States who will be pleased to learn of this well-merited honor which 


has been done him. 


NEWS AND COMMENT. 


NE of our esteemed contemporaries 
has seen fit to fasten upon the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Drug- 

gists as though it were a culprit, taken 
in some flagitious act. The association is 
dragged before an imaginary tribunal and 
asked a number of impertinent questions. 
If the N. A. R. D. were working a hard- 
ship to any solitary individual in the 
United States there might be some ex- 
cuse for such questions—but neither man- 
ufacturer, jobber nor retailer has been in- 
terfered with in the remotest sense in the 
full enjoyment of unrestricted liberty of 
action by anything which the association 
has done or attempted to do. The ar- 
raignment is therefore wholly unwarrant- 
ed. The members and officers of the 
N. A. R. D. undertook a herculean task, 
and they entered upon it in all humble- 
ness. There wasn’t a particle of swag- 
ger about them. The “frantic boast and 
foolish word” were notably absent. They 
began to work, and have since worked, 
in a quiet and decent way after the man- 
ner of strong and honest men. Their 
solitary implement was moral suasion, 
and with this spatula they hoped in time 
to blend the incongruous elements into a 
homogeneous mass. When this had been 
accomplished, and not before, the plan 
was to be put into operation: the manu- 
facturer was to sell only to jobbers of the 
designated list, the jobbers were not to 
sell to aggressive cutters, and the retail- 
er was to forego the privilege of direct 
buying from first hands. The Associa- 
tion has worked like a beaver, and, like 
that conservative animal, has not told 


everything it knew. It is doing its busi- 
ness in its own way, and if it sees fit to 
be reticent about what it has actually ac- 


complished, why that is entirely its own 


affair. 
ey er 
All Should Join in the Work. 


The success of the N. A. R. D. would 
hurt nobody; its failure would benefit no- 
body. Its success would mean the extinc- 
tion, control, or betterment of the cut- 
ter; its failure would mean that bad trade 
conditions would be allowed to drift into 
worse. How any one but a driveling idiot 
can wish the association ill is beyond or- 
dinary comprehension. There always will 
be “kickers” whatever is afoot, and our 
esteemed contemporary’s questions and 
general air of disparaging criticism will 
only pander to and encourage a class of 
men best ignored. Bar the “kickers” 
who have not so far been much in evi- 
dence, the general attitude of the trade 
to the N. A. R. D. is distinctly friendly. 
It is yet too early to predict for it 
either success or failure. It is quite suf- 
ficient that the association is working out 
its policy in its own way and allowing no 
grass to grow under its feet. The future 
can take care of itself. Every local asso- 
ciation in the country should in the mean- 
time affiliate with the N. A. R. D., pay 
the dues and support it in every way pos- 
sible. What it will cost them in time and 
money will be trifling in comparison with 
the benefits which the success of the plan 
would mean. There is everything to gain 
and little or nothing to lose by affilia- 
tion. It is inconceivable that any asso- 
ciation anywhere in the United States 
should hesitate five minutes over the mat- 
ter. If an association is beset by the 
fear that it is not really representative of 
its section by reason of the fact that its 
membership is small compared with the 
number of druggists in business, then 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


its plain duty is to go out and drum up a 
representative membership. The retail 
ruggist who will not join when the mat- 
ter is fairly presented to him is morally a 
Chinaman—taking all the benefits of civ- 
ilization and giving nothing in return. 


ee te 
Co-Operative Buying. 

Albert Plaut, of the jobbing, house of 
Lehn & Fink, in commenting upon the 
growth of co-operative buying, said in 
his remarks addressed to the Drug Trade 
Section of the New York Board of Trade, 
at its meeting February 16, that the 
growth of organizations of retailers 
known as co-operative buying clubs were 
seriously interfering with the business of 
jobbing druggists. He stated that a co- 
operative buying club in New York city 
was doing a business already of over 
$120,000 a year. John McKesson, of 
McKesson & Robbins, fully concurred in 
Mr. Plaut’s views. A committee was ap- 
pointed to consider the matter. The local 
association referred to is the Consumers’ 
Drug Company, and the amount of busi- 
ness credited to it is undoubtedly within 
the truth. Baltimore, Philadelphia and 
Buffalo possess similar organizations, and 
all of them seem to be in a prosperous 
condition. When the Philadelphia club 
was started, itewas freely stated on all 
hands that it could never succeed—that 
it was another evidence of bad business 
judgment on the part of the retail trade. 
Strange to say, the retail trade of Phila- 
delphia gave it very inadequate support, 
indeed, rather held aloof from it. So that 
its beginning was anything but auspic- 
ious. Had it not been an inherently 
sound and practical basis to establish 
itself on, it must have failed. This curi- 
ously apathetic attitude toward all move- 
ments for them or against them seems 
to be characteristic of the retail trade. 
They need a whole lot of convincing be- 
fore they will consent to be convinced. 
But now that co-operative buying is an 
established success, it is likely to spread 
all over the country and become of almost 
universal adoption. With this engine, the 
retail trade could successfully cope with 
the aggressive cutter and bring him final- 
ly to mend his ways. The individual buy- 
er, of course, cannot do this, for his pur- 
chases are necessarily small. But a well 
founded and well managed co-operative 
buying club could buy as closely as any 
jobbing house in the country, and proba- 
bly to greater advantage than any of the 
aggressive cutters. The success of such 
institutions would be naturally hurtful to 
the interests of the jobbing trade, and it is 
perhaps small wonder that some of them 
are already exclaiming about them. 


mH et 


The Cost of Friendly Reciprocity. 

The “Boston Drug Market” for Janu- 
ary, which will be recalled as a friendly 
reciprocal arrangement of the Eastern 
Drug Company of Boston, reached my 
desk in due season, where it has since oc- 
cupied more room than I have liked to 
give it. Before consigning it to the waste 
basket with a regretful sigh for the folly 
and weakness of man, I have something 
tosay. A rough count shows that this 
issue contains one hundred pages of ad- 
vertisements, which, at one hundred dol- 
lars a page, means ten thousand dollars 
income. Ten thousand dollars is 5 per 
cent. discount on $200,000. I sincerely 
hope that the Eastern Drug Company’s 
friendly reciprocal arrangement enabled 
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them to buy this amount of goods at least 
from the people who are represented in 
these advertising pages. Otherwise, the 
friendly reciprocal would prove a little 
lop-sided in its reciprocity. I have taken 
the trouble to satisfy my curiosity in one 
regard: I have noted down the names of 
the advertisers, and find that while a 
good many are familiar to me, the great 
majority are not. There are sixty-four 
patent medicine concerns advertising that 
I never heard of before. There are eleven 
liquor concerns whose advertisements are 
not usually found in any legitimate drug 
journal, and there are a couple of per- 
fumers. A good many of the big con- 
cerns are easy-going and good-natured 
about such things and give up their boo- 
dle almost before the gentleman at the 
stage door has drawn his bead on them. 
They perhaps feel that they can afford to 
be liberal, and not too inquisitive. Con- 
sequently, if they spend their money in 
this manner no great wrong is done. But 
consider the poor little patent medicine 
man who is struggling along with little 
or no capital and to whom a hundred 
dollars is a big sum! There are sixty-four 
of these men who appear in the January 
number of the “Boston Drug Market,” 
and I never heard of either them or their 
goods before. 


ey e & 
Conscience Doth Make Cowards of Us All. 


Really, I wonder at Dr. R. V. Pierce, 
of Buffalo. I recently came across an 
item in a newspaper, set in nonpareil, and 
headed in big, black, ugly full-face, “Our 
Bearded Lady.” What I said to him in 
gentle reproval of this kind of thing has 
evidently had no effect upon him. I great- 
ly fear that the doctor is wedded to his 
idols. His attitude to his business rival 
does him no credit, fetches him no trade, 
and is distinctly low. I believe, myself, 
that it has been a factor in building up 
the rival’s business, which, from all ac- 
counts, is immense. Dr. Pierce has been 
in business a very great many years and 
should have established a connection by 
this time that nothing could take away 
from him. That is, providing there is 
anything whatever in his everlasting 
claim to. professional superiority. He 
should be able to make such practical 
demonstrations of that as to dispose of 
the rival claims of competitors, and 
“grapple to his soul with hooks of steel” 
‘the trust and confidence of suffering wo- 
mankind. It ‘seems to me that in all this 
tu quoque advertising of his he is ad- 
mitting that he has not done this. He 
is making such a fuss about the bearded 
lady, shouting her from the housetops as 
an impudent fraud, that it is evident he 
is afraid she will get away with all of his 
business. If this is the fear which gnaws 
at the good man’s vitals, he is justified in 
feeling badly over it. But in the name of 
common sense, why tell every one about 
it? Why buy expensive newspaper space 
to advertise in such a manner as to con- 
vey that impression to all who read! It 
is quite delightful to turn from these 
dyspeptic and doddering utterances to 
those of the bearded lady herself. In all 
the wide, wide world, she never heard of 
aman called Pierce. She talks business 
—she does. 


eH He 


On the Question of Substitution. 


H. E. Glick, a retail druggist of Lafay- 
etté, Ind., publishes a letter under date of 


January 26 in the columns of an es- 
teemed contemporary. Mr. Glick enjoys 
a good rating in the mercantile agency 
books, and is well and favorably known 
in his community. What he has to say, 
therefore, is entitled to respectful consid- 
eration. “It is a well known fact that 
the larger part of that down-trodden in- 
dividual’s daily sales (he is speaking of 
the retail druggist) are patent medicines. 
The increased cost price has so cut down 
his profits that he necessarily has, as a 
means of making a living, to find some 
other way of making a profit, and of 
course there is no way quite so easy or 
profitable as manufacturing and pushing 
his own preparations.” I presume, from 
the evidences outside of this letter, that 
Mr. Glick is a level-headed man of busi- 
ness. The fallacy of his own statement 
should have been apparent, therefore, to 
him when he wrote it. Practically the 
whole drug trade of the United States 
has for the past dozen years or so “man- 
ufactured and pushed” its own prepara- 
tions. Has the condition of the entire 
drug trade in that time improved? If his 
statement has any truth in it, druggists 
generally speaking should be better off 
now than when this interesting propa- 
ganda was first preached to them by the 
non-secret houses. What Mr. Glick 
means, I take it, is, in plain English, sub- 
stitution—that retail druggists should 
make (or have made for them) a line of 
patent medicines to take the place of ad- 
vertised articles. There is no suggestion 
from him that they should create a de- 
mand for the thing they offer. No money 
is to be set aside and expended in adver- 
tising it. Apparently, his frank opinion 
is that the druggist is entitled to appro- 
priate a demand which another man’s ex- 
penditures has created. 


es FS 


Does It Pay? 


It is perhaps a vain thing to talk ethics 
to men who are struggling to make a 
living. The immediate necessities which 
confront them preclude any higher con- 
sideration. Therefore, to bring it down 
to a consideration within the exigencies 
of the case, let me ask the question: Does 
substitution pay? The public will not 
submit to the practice—it is utterly in- 
tolerant of it. It goes away from drug- 
gists’ doors by shoals because of it. It 
is building up outside competition be- 
cause of it. There is probably no other 
one thing which could be named which 
has been so ruinous to the retail drug 
business of this country as this principle 
which Mr. Glick so unthinkingly enun- 
ciates. “No remedy, it matters not how 
good, will cure all the sick, and the drug- 
gist who keeps his wits with him will hear 
of them. Tell your customer of the com- 
plaints you have heard of [of the failure 
of a remedy] and ask him to try yours 
next time.” Very well—what is the re- 
sult? The druggist has flung a boomer- 
ang which will sail back and knock the 
life out of him in all human probability. 
If the advertised remedy has failed to cure 
the patient, it is probably because it was 
not in the first place indicated by the 
disease. Consequently, the druggist’s sub- 
stitute will fail also, and his reputation 
suffer in the opinion of the customer. 
And let us go further and consider what 
the general application of Mr. Glick’s 
principle would mean. There are, per- 
haps, twelve druggists in Lafayette. The 
competition between them is intense, so 
much so indeed that if they do not hate 
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each other it is because they are more 
angels than men. Having adopted Mr. 
Glick’s principle, they begin to make 
notes of cases of failure to cure, not only 
amongst the advertised remedies, but the 
remedies of the twelve as well. They 
allow no opportunity to mention these 
failures to customers to pass. They din 
them into the ears of every man, woman 
and child who enters. They recommend 
their individual wares against the field. 
If Mr. Glick were the one live druggist, 
and the other eleven were dead ones, the 
thing would work nicely; otherwise it 
would inevitably neutralize itself. If Mr. 
Glick will be honest with himself, he will 
surely admit the truth of this. 
se Fe 
Use Your Own Thunder, Don’t Steal,Others’. 


“Study human nature,” said Mr. Glick. 
By all means do, and if you study it wise- 
ly you will speedily perceive that the pub- 
lic is not nearly so much of an ass as Mr. 
Glick seems to think. The druggist who 
works on the theory that the public does 
not know its own mind will never suc- 
ceed in this world, however he may fare 
in another state. It is by supplying a pop- 
ular demand that all great financial suc- 
cesses are made, and all little ones into 
the bargain. If a druggist happens upon 
a really good formula, then by all means 
let him push it—let him hump himself 
and shove against it with all that there 
is in his back and legs and head. No- 
body, public or private, will find any fault 
with him. But never, never, while he has 
thought in him, never let him offer the 
thing in the place of another thing which 
has been asked for. 


es te 


MINOR NOTES. 

Harry L. Kramer, manager of the Ster- 
ling Remedy Company (Cascarets), has 
lately been in Buffalo visiting his friends 
in the trade. He is the owner of a loco- 
mobile, otherwise a steam automobile, 
and it suits him so well that he is think- 
ing of putting some of them on the road 
and is asking Dr. R. V. Pierce for point- 
ers as to the workings of his gasoline 
autos that were put on the road last fall. 
The Hutch Company is also looking into 
the same industry, apparently with a sim- 
ilar idea. Dr. Pierce appears to have 
made the venture go, at least so far as it 
has been tried. 


George L. Douglass, of the legislative 
committee ot the Proprietary Association, 
has lately made a trip through the princi- 
pal Eastern cities, including Buffalo, in 
order to become more in touch with* the 
effort to repeal the stamp tax on medi- 
cines. Though Buffalo has apparently 
done its share of the work, he complains 
that the retail druggists of the country 
are not as active as the proprietaries, and 
asks that more petitions be sent to Con- 
gress as soon as possible. He has been 
assured by the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee that the N. A. R. D. will be given 
a hearing on the subject. As the Chicago 
officials of that society are active, it ap- 
pears to be certain that a good showing 
will be made at the hearing. Chairman 
Blanding, of the legislative committee of 
the N. W. D. A., has signified his inten- 
tion of co-operating in the work. 


Dr. V. Mott Pierce has gone to New 
York to attend the convention of the 
Publishers’ Association, which has at va- 
rious times done the advertisers in his 
line good service by ferreting out irre- 
sponsible and fraudulent advertisers. 
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MOVING TO REPEAL THE WAR TAX. 


Montreal Sympathizes. 


Collection of Annual Dues—Fear of a “Picayunish” Spirit—Strong 
Appeal From Wisconsin State Secretary—Filling Out Lists of 


Approved Jobbers. 


HICAGO, Feb. 17, 1900.—Writing un- 
C der date of Feb. 16, Thos. Stofdart. 
—~ of Buffalo, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on National Legislation, says: “I 
have mailed you a copy of an interview 
published in one of our daily papers upon 
the War Revenue Tax. I have sent out 
five hundred of these, one to each of the 
members that were present at the Cincin- 
nati Convention; the balance were dis- 
tributed throughout this State. I think 
possibly it will be the means of their writ- 
ing more letters to their various mem- 
bers in Congress. I have had quite a 
number of communications from the two 
representatives of this city, Hon. B. S. 
Alexander and Hon. W. H. Ryan. Each 
one of them has been before the Ways 
and Means Committee pushing the bill 
which was presented by the Hon. H. S. 
Boutell. We hope for relief.” The bill 
referred to is known as House Bill 7093, 
the object of which is to repeal Schedule 
B of the Revenue Law of 1898. Mem- 
bers writing to their Congressmen about 
this measure should refer to it by num- 
ber, and insist that action favoring the 
bill be urged by the Congressmen upon 
the Ways and Means Committee. 


Montreal Manifests Much Interest. 


“Toronto, Canada, Feb. 12, 1900.— 
Thos. V. Wooton, Secretary N. A. R. D. 
—Dear Sir: At the semi-annual meet- 
ing of the Council of the Ontario College 
of Pharmacy just concluded a resolution 
was passed “That two delegates of the 
Council be sent to the next meeting or 
convention of the N. A. R. D.’ The dele- 
gates appointed were J. F. Roberts and 
myself. * * My = object is for 
the council to secure all the in- 
formation possible and to have such 
an enthusiastic report from the dele- 
gates that the council will advise an 
immediate organization and take the initi- 
ative themselves as leaders in the vari- 
ious electoral districts into which our 
Province is divided and thereby establish 
the Association much more firmly than 
we can otherwise do. I am an enthusias- 
tic believer in some such plan as you are 
working. * * When and where do 
you propose to hold your next conven- 
tion? Thanking you for the papers and 
information supplied me, I am, yours 
very truly, Joun HARGREAVES. 


The Committee on Trade-Marks and Pat- 
ents 


of the N. A. R. D. is promised a hear- 
ing by the Commission having in charge 
the revision and amendment of the ex- 
isting patent and trade mark laws. A 
preliminary report has already been sent 
to Congress by the commission, but a 
supplementary report is in preparation, 
and representatives of the N. A. R. D. 
will be given a chance to state what sort 
of laws the retail trade wants. Chairman 


John C. Gallagher writes that in his opin- 
ion there is nothing in the preliminary 
report prejudicial to the interests of re- 
tail druggists. Members of the Associa- 
tion interested in this important subject 
may come into touch with the Trade 
Marks and Patents Committee by ad- 
dressing Mr. Gallagher at 466 Grove 
street, Jersey City, N. J. Suggestions will 
be appreciated and will receive careful 
consideration. 


From the Pacific Coast. 


The following extracts are from the 
letters of Pacific Coast jobbers who, as a 
class, have been slow to appreciate the 
work of the N. A. R. D., but who now 
find it altogether desirable to define their 
respective positions: “We quite realize 
the necessity of confining business to the 
proper drug channels, and take the lib- 
erty of writing that firm, suggesting the 
importance of sustaining this policy. * 
" Do us the favor to correct this 
false impression if it prevails with the 
drug trade of We are not in sym- 
pathy with the cut-rate evil, and trust the 
druggists of the Northwest will be suc- 
cessful in preventing the demoralization 
of prices in their section. * * * We 
are in entire accord with the retail drug- 
gists, wherever they may be located, to 
help them maintain prices. We have been 
instrumental in keeping department stores 
in this city from putting in a line of pat- 
ent medicines. None of them carry them 
in this city, and we should positively de- 
cline to fill their orders directly or in- 
directly, were we to receive same.” 





The Matter of Annual Dues. 


To the secretary of a local association 
who writes that he fears some of his mem- 
bers are going to “kick” when the mat- 
ter of annual dues is brought up, an offi- 
cer of the N. A. R. D. has written as 
follows: “I think you will have but little 
difficulty in collecting the dues of your 
membership because of the moderateness 
of the assessment and the fact that every- 
thing that a well directed effort can ac- 
complish for the improvement of the con- 
dition of the drug trade is being accom- 
plished by our executive committee. It 
might be well to direct the attention of 
those of your members who are disposed 
to be parsimonious to the fact that the 
N. A. R. D. has already saved them in 
reduced prices on proprietaries many 
times the amount of their assessment. 
One of the most discouraging things the 
National Executive Committee has to 
contend with is the low estimate appar- 
ently placed upon its work by some drug- 
gists who have not the slightest concep- 
tion of the sacrifices its members are com- 
pelied to make in their efforts to advance 
the common good. If the plans of the 
N. A. R. D. fail it will be because of the 
indifference of the drug trade to its own 
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welfare and its disposition to quibble over 
the expenditure of money in order to 
carry on its work. There is hardly one 
of your members who would not willing- 
ly give up half a dollar for four cigars, 
and yet when this money is asked in or- 
der to enable a national association to 
do what it can for promoting the finan- 
cial welfare of the drug trace some of 
them, according to your letter. are likely 
to evince the disposition of some men 
who are accustomed to ask their wives: 
‘What did you do with that quarter I 
gave you last year?’ I have too much 
confidence in the druggists of to 
think that they would throw the N. A. 
R. D. overboard on account of the pit- 
tance they have been asked to contribute 
for its support.” 





MINOR NEWS NOTES. 


Secretary Henry Rollman, of the Wis- 
consin Pharmaceutical Association has is- 
sued a strong appeal to the druggists of 
his State. His letter concludes as fol- 
lows: “Let us get together, form asso- 
ciations in every section of the country, 
and transmit the accumulated power to 
the central station, the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists, thereby giv- 
ing that organization the vigor and en- 
thusiasm necessarv to insure the com- 
plete success of its plans.” 


The Detroit and Wayne County 
(Mich.) Retail Druggists’ Association is 
now in excellent condition. A _ price 
schedule has been adopted and good feel- 
ing prevails universally. Under recent 
date the secretary of the organization 
writes: “I think Detroit will show the 
large cities a thing or two about how to 
handle the cut-rate question.” 


The affiliated organizations that have 
not yet forwarded their lists of acceptable 
jobbers are urged to do so at once. The 
executive committee wishes to make 
promptly the final changes in the list of 
jobbers it has prepared in order that it 
may go to the conference committee with- 
out further delay. Associations finding it 
impracticable to make recommendations 
are requested to write this fact to the 
National secretary at once in order that 
their names may be checked on the list of 
societies in membership. 


A cohstitution and set of by-laws for 
the use of local associations has been ap- 
proved by the executive committee. Cop- 
ies may be obtained of the National secre- 
tary, 153 LaSalle street, Chicago. 





Reduced Rates to New York City. 


Reduced fares have been arranged b 
the Merchants’ Association of ~ ing York 
from the territories of the Central Pas- 
senger Association and the Trunk Line 
Association (except from points less than 
100 miles from New York). Tickets with 
reduced rate return trip certificate, good 
only for points in Trunk Line territory, 
will be sold from March 16 to 21, inclu- 
sive, and from April 3 to 6, inclusive. 
Tickets bought on other dates are worth- 
less for return reductions. The return 
limit will be fifteen days from date of 
sale. Tickets with reduced rate return 
trip certificate, good only for points in 
Central Passenger territory, will be sold 
from February 13 to 17, inclusive, and 
from March 1 to 4, inclusive. 

For further particulars address the 
Merchants’ Association, New York. 
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(Special Correspondence of the American Drug- 
gist.) 


AN EXAMPLE. 





Is the “Cut Rate” Business Profit- 
able? 





STUDY OF THE KLUSMEYER CASE. 





Where the Trouble Lies. 


Louisville, Ky., Feb. 17.—I was in hope 
that I would be able to send you a list 
of the creditors of Klusmeyer, our “cut 
rate” man, recently placed in bankruptcy, 
but beyond having a look at the list 1 was 
unsuccessful. To see this list, the names 
that are on it, the proprietors who have 
sold him and, I am glad to say, have 
their bills unpaid, would prove a sur- 
prise. From such houses as by all means 
should prove faithful to the legitimate 
retail druggists, like Wyeth, Warner, Pow- 
ers & Weightman, Scott & Bowne, and 
others, down the list, until finished up 
by the cutter’s friends—Potter Chemical 
Co. and John D. Park & Sons—.n all 
more than one hundred creditors, with 
claims amounting to quite $20,000. I am 
informed, and I think reliably, that nearly 
$6,000 of this indebtedness represented by 
over fiity different concerns was for goods 
ordered and delivered in the month of 
December, 1899 

From this experience and observation 
one would naturally inquire: Is the “cut 
rate” business profitable? It has general- 
ly been supposed that when Klusmeyer 
came to this city he was reasonably well 
supplied with this world’s goods in the 
shape of ready money, as he has always 
had a rating in the mercantile agencies 
of $20,000 to $35,000, and credit good. He 
has been in business here a little over 
five years, and it is natural to suppose 
has certainly lost this original capital; 
has a list of creditors whose claims foot 
up $20,000 or over, and with a stock of 
about $7,000, the bulk of which must have 
been recent purchases. It may be that 
local conditions have had something to 
do with the failure to make “cut rates” 
profitable in this city, for certainly this 
is a bad, very bad, showing for profit. 

One result, though, has been accom- 
plished—that js the almost total annihila- 
tion of all profit for the retailer—failures 
of more than twenty unfortunate retail- 
ers—a loss of $20,000 to $30,000 in actual 
cash to the jobbers, and no one benefited 
—not even the public. It is a matter of 
great surprise to me that proprietors will 
take such long chances when they must 
surely know that all the demand that can 
be possibly created can be _ supplied 
through the local jobbers, and besides 
they take no chance—no chance of not 
getting their money—no chance of of- 
fending and making an aggressive enemy 
of the remainder of the retail trade. We 
are satisfied that many of these lots were 
shipped through inattention and ignor- 
ance and “because he was considered a 
jobber,” or “because he had a good rat- 
ing,” etc., but au of these errors could 
be avoided by the proprietors by simply 
consulting the list so kindly furnished 
gratuitously by Mr. Faxon. There could 
be no errors if the proprietor would first 
consult this list, and such “breaks” as 
this makes the retailer lose confidence in 
the promises of many of them. It is 
only such deception as makes it possible 
now, or will in the future, render the 


plans of the N. A. R. D. a failure. This 
organization is bending every effort to 
produce a condition in the retail drug 
business which will certainly inure to the 
benefit of all concerned, and I believe 
in a greater proportion to the proprietors 
than to any other of the interested par- 
ties. 

During the past week a proprietor noti- 
fied me that in one city he lost over $14,- 
ooo last year, because the retailer would 
not stock his goods after this same pro- 
prietor had stocked the ‘cutter’ and de- 
partment stores. The advertising mana- 
ger of our leading daily expressed the 
hope that fair prices would once more ob- 
tain in this city, showing me at the same 
time a letter from a large advertiser who 
declined to renew his contract for 1900 
because the business in ’99 did not pay 
his local advertising bill. Who is to blame 
for it? In many instances this same pro- 
prietor. I venture the opinion that if the 
Proprietary Association of America 
would enforce their June resolution—that 
every line of advertising that they invest 
in would bring returns—for then the le- 
gitimate druggist would be sure of a 
profit, and would not only keep the goods 
in stock but would use personal endeavor 
to make sales. It is surprising how blind 
so many of them appear to be to their 
own interests, but attracted by a cash 
order “shipped through inadvertence’— 
the goods come, only to be sold as a 
“bait” and to the demoralization of the 
business. It was a source of great satis- 
faction to notice on the list before men- 
tioned only the one jobber (Park) and 
none of the large advertisers, like Ayer, 
Pinkham, Hood, Jaynes and others, but 
the “small fry” and some few of the larg- 
er ones had investments running all the 
way from $100 to $300. 

If the N. W. D. A. list had been con- 
sulted these same proprietors would have 
had their goods, for while the direct loss 
to them is possibly not large, every pack- 
age that will be sold will represent just 
one package gone into consumption that 
they would have been paid for. 

Let all proprietors interview Mr. Faxon 
in the future and they will not only find it 
to their interest but will make friends of 
many a retail druggist. 


Changes in the Marine Hospital 
Service. 


The following orders for changes of sta- 
tions have been promulgated by the sur- 
geon-general of the United States Ma- 
rine Hospital Service. 

Gibson, R. H., Hospital Steward.—Re- 
lieved from dutv at South Atlantic Quar- 
antine Station and directed to proceed to 
Gulf Quarantine Station, Mississippi, for 
duty and assignment to quarters, Feb- 
ruary 2, 1900. 

O’Gorman, T. V., Hospital Steward.— 
Relieved from duty at Gulf Quarantine 
Station and directed to proceed to Louis- 
ville, Ky., for duty and assignment to 
quarters, February 2, 1900. 

McKay, M., Hospital Steward.— 
Granted leave of absence for five days 
from January 29, February 2, 1900. 

Comfort, N. C., Hospital Steward.—To 
report at Washington, D. C., for special 
temporary duty, February 2, 1900. To 
proceed to Manila, Philippine Islands, 
and report to Passed Assistant Surgeon 
J. C. Perry, chief quarantine officer, for 
duty, February 7, 1900. 


THE PURE FOOD BILL. 





Changes Proposed in the Brosius 
Bill. 


Chicago, Feb. 20.—Albert E. Ebert is 
anxious that druggists should bestir 
themselves with regard to the Brosius 
Pure Food Bill, or Senate Bill 2426 as it 
is now called. He has requested several 
changes which have been accepted by H. 
W. Wiley. His letter, proposing correc- 
tions, follows: 

Chicago, Feb. 1, 1900.—Hon. Wm. E. 
Mason, Washington, D. C.—Dear Sena- 
tor: I am much interested in your pure 
food and drug bill, and so are the mem- 
bers of the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation. After looking over the bill 
carefully I find three slight changes which 
Il think ought to be made in order to 
conform the details of the bill to the 
general theory of it so far as relates to 
drugs. This theory is (and it is one 
which I heartily approve) that the term 
“drugs” should include only. those recog- 
nized in the United States Pharmaco- 
poeia or in the National Formulary. 
have always considered that such a pro- 
vision would have a tendency to raise the 
general standard of the drug trade; and 
0) I take to be one of the objects of the 

ill. 

Under these circumstances, the word 
“drug” in line 25 on page 6, and the like 
word in line 11 on page 8 should be elim- 
inated. So far as 1 can see, the insertion 
of this word at these two points involves 
a departure from the theory of the bill, 
and would make the law ditficult of con- 
struction. The proviso (at the foot of 
page 6) is a part of that portion of the 
bill relating exclusively to toods, and ap- 
parently the word “drug” has gotten in 
at this point by accident. The only ef- 
fect of it in this place would be to raise 
a doubt as to whether the definition of 
“drug” in section 5 was intended to mean 
what it says. The same argument applies 
to the word “drug” in section 7 on page 
8, for, if a blended “drug product” is rec- 
ognized in the Pharmacopoeia or the Na- 
tional Formulary, surely the Secretary of 
Agriculture is not expected to prescribe 
how it shall be branded; and if it is not 
so recognized, it is (and ought to be) out- 
side the scope of the bill. This section is 
closely associated with other provisions 
relating exclusively to food products, and 
I cannot believe that it was intended to 
extend this section to drugs. Otherwise 
every bottle of medicine in the country 
might have to be branded under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of Agriculturé. 

For a somewhat similar reason, I think 
the word “‘cosmetics” in section 5 should 
be omitted. There is no demand what- 
ever from the Pharmaceutical Societies 
or from those who are seeking to secure 
the highest standard for drugs to have 
cosmetics mixed up in the business. 

The question of pure food and drugs 
is a great and important one; but the 
regulation of face powder, which the la- 
dies use, is hardly an important enough 
matter to be mixed up with the subject 
of food and drugs. 

It is a letting down of the standard to 
call a cosmetic a drug within the mean- 
ing of this act. If the United States 
Government is going into the business 
of regulating face powder, then surely it 
should not overlook hair oil, and I trust 
you will agree with me that neither of 
them ought to be in this bill. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I 
am, yours truly, ALBERT E. EBERT. 


—_— 
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Zo-Operative Retail Buying. 


JOBBERS AT LAST SPEAK OUT. 


Growth and Importance of the Movement—Jobbers and Co-Operative 
Buyers Interviewed—One Association Does Over a Hundred 
Thousand Dollars Worth of Business Annually—Advantages 
and Disadvantages of the Plan—What the Retailers Say. 


HAT the jobbing druggists of this 
1 city are annoyed, to use no strong- 
er term, at the action of the retail 
druggists belonging to the Consumers’ 
Drug Company, was plainly demonstrat- 
ed at the meeting of the Drug Trade 
Section of the Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation on Thursday, Feb. 15. 


It was after the Wilcox poison bottle 
bill had been thoroughly discussed that 
Albert Plaut, of Lehn Fink, in- 
troduced the subject and spoke at length 
on the growth of the organizations of 
retailers known as co-operative buying 
clubs. : ; 

Mr. Plaut did not mince words in his 
address. He claimed that the retailers 
were interfering seriously with jobbers 
and held that if the associations or clubs 
were permitted to increase in numbers 
they would prove decidedly detrimental to 
both importers and jobbers. 

“TI understand,” continued Mr. Plaut, 
“that the National Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation is supporting the establishment 
of such organizations, which are rapidly 
spreading out and seriously encroaching 
on the legitimate field of the jobber. 
Some action should certainly be taken 
to limit the sphere of action of such or- 
ganizations to where they belong. This 
is not a new matter; it was under con- 
sideration two years ago. Such organiza- 
tions or cliques are under very little ex- 
pense, but they do a very large business. 
A local organization of this character, for 
instance, did over $120,000 of business last 
year. I do not think the scheme will ulti- 
mately benefit any one who is supplying 
such clubs. Manufacturers should con- 
fine their sales to legitimate jobbing 
houses.” 

Another speaker at the meeting was 
John McKesson, of McKesson & Rob- 
bins. He held that it was full time the 
middlemen in the trade asserted them- 
selves and either compelled recognition 
from manufacturers or else retreated from 
their present position of supplying the 
entire retail trade to the undignified one 
of looking after a decidedly limited field, 
namely, that small proportion of the re- 
tail trade which did not belong to the co- 
operative associations. 

On motion of John M. Peters, the chair 
appointed Wm. S. Mersereau, Henry T. 
Jarrett, Col. E. W. Fitch, Henry Dalley, 
Jr., and James Hartford as a committee 
to consider the matter thoroughly and 
report at the next meeting. 

For the purpose of getting a full con- 
sensus of opinion on the subject from 
that body of the drug trade most affected, 
an AMERICAN DRuGGIST representative 
called on a number of jobbers and inter- 
viewed them at length. 

Mr. Plaut was among those seen at 
their offices, and he spoke as freely as 
he had at the meeting. 


Mr. Plaut’s Views. 


“Mind you,” he said, at starting, “I 
have no fault to find with the retailers. 
They are our friends. But that does not 
prevent my pointing out to them that 
they are making a big mistake in con- 
nection with these co-operative associa- 
tions or clubs. I claim that they are in- 
terfering with the jobber, and that they 
ought not to interfere with him. 

“Interference of that kind is not their 
proper sphere. It is a case of every one 
to his trade. These organizations were 
started by the German druggists of this 
city and have been features of the trade in 
Philadelphia and Buffalo for some time. 
I hold that they are not legitimate. The 
business of a retail druggist is to sell 
drugs at retail. I don’t say that he should 
stay at his store and make up prescrip- 
tions—he can hire a prescription clerk for 
that—but I do say that he should re- 
main behind his counter and get acquaint- 
ed with his customers. He should not 
leave everything to hired men. No mat- 
ter how good they may be, they have not 
got the interest of the establishment at 
heart as he has, and an indiscreet word, a 
smile, look or action on the part of a 
clerk may do more harm in antagonizing 
a customer than all the profit made by a 
lower rate secured while the druggist was 
absent from his store, can possibly coun- 
teract. 

“In a word, I do not believe that the 
game is worth the candle. The druggists 
cannot secure enough concessions to 
make it worth their while to fool around 
down town. By staying at home—or at 
their stores, rather—they will make a 
dollar where their down town trips mean 
a saving perhaps of 25 cents. The money 
saved is infinitesimal while the injury 
to their business in their absence may be 
irreparable. 

“How shall we combat it? That we 
have not yet decided upon. The confer- 
ence committee will probably discuss the 
matter thoroughly in all its bearings, and 
most probably recommend some action 
which will show the retailers that they are 
really not working in their own interests 
in belonging to these bodies and antag- 
onizing the jobbers.” 


Thos. E. Delano of Crittenton & Co. 


Thomas E. Delano, treasurer of Chas. 
N. Crittenton & Co., when seen by an 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST representative, said: 

“It stands to reason that jobbers and 
wholesale dealers should vigorously op- 
pose the sale by manufacturers to retail- 
ers. The natural outlet is through the 
jobber, and if he is entirely ignored he 
is valueless and may as well retire from 
the field of commerce. 

“There are two courses that are open to 
the manufacturer. He can either sell di- 
rect to all retailers who apply to him for 
the accommodation, or he can pick his 
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customers and sell only to those whom 
he can rely upon to pay, and to pay 
promptly. In the one instance he leaves 
the jobber out in the cold entirely. In 
the other he leaves to him the riff-raff— 
the retailers who will never pay or who 
will only pay after long and persistent* 
dunning. In either event the jobber gets 
the worst of it. 

“What shall the jobber do to prevent 
the sale of goods by the manufacturer to 
the retailer under the co-operative or 
any other system? That is the question. 
He cannot use force. He can only ap- 
peal to the manufacturer’s sense of jus- 
tice—to his fairness. He must get the 
manufacturer to recognize that the job- 
bing trade is the natural medium for the 
distribution of his goods all over the 
country. Not only that, but he must 
show him that but few manufacturers 
would have gained success but for the 
wholesaler and jobber. 

“Could the manufacturer alone and un- 
aided supply the demand for his goods 
without the help of the jobber when it 
came to the distribution of the fractional: 
parts of a gross or dozen? This is only 
possible when the jobber supplies with 
other lines. Would, or could, the manu-, 
facturer bother with small orders? 

“Then again, at the commencement of : 
his business, manufacturers are very glad 
to have such a medium as the jobbing 
trade to introduce their goods to the re- 
tail druggist. It is when success is at- 
tained that they forget and would fain set 
aside the friends who helped to put them 
where they are. This is not particularly 
the case with proprietary men nor does 
it refer more to the drug trade perhaps. 
than to the grocery line, but its truth. 
would be demonstrated if the manufac- 
turer persisted in ignoring the desires of 
the jobber. 

“An argument used by manufacturers. 
to excuse their sales to retailers at bot- 
tom prices is that a big quantity is thus 
sold at once, and that the goods thus sold 
means a big advertisement in the mon- 
ster display to be made. He forgets that 
under the co-operative system the goods 
are bought not for the druggist’s own use 
but for distribution. 

“Another point: When retailers are 
able to buy at the lowest prices, it proves 
a means of increasing the cut price list. 
His neighbor has to go to the jobber and 
buy at the regular figures. Then No. 1 
can go to work and undersell him with- | 
out trouble. He can cut under the low- 
est cut price figure and his neighbor must | 
one down to him, even though it means 
a loss. 

“I look on it as bad all around. 
It does not benefit the retail trade. It . 
only tends to have one retailer better able ” 
to cope with his neighbor. It would be 
much better if the retail trade was com- , 
pelled by the manufacturer to go to the , 
jobbing trade, no matter what induce- 
ment the retailer held out. In that event 
the retail selling price would be equalized 
and there would be no bitter feelings, 
while neither manufacturer, jobber nor re- 
tailer would suffer.” 


Mr. McKesson Interviewed. 


John McKesson, Jr., of McKesson & 
Robbins, when seen by an AMERICAN 
DruccIst reporter, said: 

“We do not blame the retailers for the 
condition of things as much as we do the 
manufacturers. Our contention is that . 
they ought not to sell to small buyers at 
the same price that they do to the big.. 


ones. The evil is in the cutting down , 
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of the quantities at which wholesale fig- 
ures prevail. 

“For instance, to obtain the wholesale 
price on iodide of potash it was first 
necessary to buy at least 100 pounds of it. 
Now 25 pounds are sufficient to obtain 
the rate. With proprietary articles it was 
necessary: to buy five gross at least. Now 
one gross is sufficient, and where they 
used to hold out for the purchase of one 
gross, half a gross or even three dozen 
will now obtain the coveted figures. 

“Now the profit to jobbers is very 
small indeed. It hardly pays to handle 
certain goods at all, and when retailers 
tan deal without reference to them that 
§mall amount will not seem very desira- 
ble. Manufacturers forget that the cheap- 
est way.to sell is through the jobber. 
They think they’re doing great things 
when they pay a small commission. The 
jobber carries a great deal. Many of the 
retailers are carried on his books the full 
60 to 90 days, and they surely ought to 
be entitled to something for their pains, 
Again, the manufacturer wants the cream 
of the trade. He is willing to deal with 
the cash buyer only and he turns over 
the slow pay to the jobber, which is hard- 
ly the fair thing. 

“Yes, selling to retailers at ‘the lowest 
figures is necessary all the time and I 
think it has been a wise thing to take 
the question up.” 


From the Retailers’ Standpoint. 


John Ferrier, of the Longacre Square, 
No. 1491 Broadway, is a retailer who is 
not afraid to speak his mind on any sub- 


ject. In conversation with an AMERICAN 
Druccist representative Mr. Ferrier 
said: 


“It stands to reason that co-operative 
buying associations are a bad thing for 
the jobber and a good thing for the re- 
tailer. T do not belong to the Consum- 
ers’ Drug Company, and there are many 
reasons why I would not, but I am a 
freebooter, and to a certain extent I co- 
operate with a number of other drug- 
gists. “When I buy a large lot of goods 
I share with them and when they buy a 
large lot of goods at low rates they share 
with me. I notify them when I have 
purchased and they come around and 
take advantage of it.” 

“But the wholesale men hold that it is 
hardly the province of the retailer to go 
about seeking low prices?” 

“That is from the standpoint of the 
jobber. It is the position you would ex- 
pect the jobber to take. But we are all 
selfish, and look at things from our own 
light. Their arguments are all right. 
At the same time I must respectfully sub- 
mit that it is my business to buy as cheap- 
ly as I can, and that I am not obligated 
to support the jobber.” 

“Another contention is that buying 
thus from first hands some retailers are 
tempted to cut away under their competi- 
tors. In this way the cut-price evil gains 
strength.” 

“From the beginning of creation,” said 
Mr. Ferrier, “it has been a case of the 
survival of the fittest, or rather, of the 
strongest. It is the weaker ones who go 
to the wall. Why moralize at this date 
aver the application of the old saw? But 
I would hardly go as far as to say that the 
buying of goods cheaply does exaggerate 
the cut-price evil. I think it doesn’t as 
far as I’m concerned. 

“Here is an mstance. I buy Smith 


Bros.’ Cough Drops at a cheap rate, and 
a competitor buys Mint Jujubes cheaply. 
‘We exchange on those articles and both 





of us uphold prices. I don’t know 
whether this will be believed or not, but I 
go around regularly to the different drug 
stores in the neighborhood and try and 
get prices uniform. ‘How much do you 
ask for this?? I say. Then when they 
tell me, I say ‘Can’t you get more?’ If 
they say they can’t, and I find that I am 
asking more I put my prices down. But 
if I can get them to ask a fair price I 
do it. Not long ago one of my principal 
rivals and I were brought together with 
aed result that our figures are uniform 


no 

a think, by the way, that the solution 
of the cut-price problem is right here. 
No matter how low you buy have prices 
uniform in a certain district and have 
those prices as high as your trade will 
stand. Instead of bothering with the 
whole city if druggists of a certain district 
would only come together, I fancy they 
might agree on figures. For instance, 
take Broadway from Phirtieth to Fiftieth 
street, or divide Sixth avenue into sec- 
tions. Prices could be maintained if the 
druggists of a section. stood by. each 
other.” 


Jobbers Not Wholly Blameless. 


A prominent retailer who is in favor of 
co-aperative buying although he is not a 
member of the Consumers’ Drug Com- 
pany, made some insidious remarks when 
told of the opposition of the jobbers to 
the practice. 

“It’s strikes me,” he said, “that it’s a 
case of people in glass houses throwing 
stones. Are there not wholesale houses 
in the trade that are willing to do a little 
retail business when they get the chance. 

“It seems a long while ago, but it was 
only in 1877, when the Kings County 
Pharmaceutical Society was organized 
that one of the first things that came up 
for discussion was the fact that there were 
jobbing houses on the way to the ferry 
that ‘sold to the general public in a re- 
tail way at retail prices. It’s a poor rule 
that won’t work both ways, and even a 
worm will turn are very apt proverbs.” 


CONSUMERS’ DRUG CO. TO 
RETIRE. 





A New. Company Incorporated. 





Stockholders All Retailers. 


It will probably be news to the com- 
mittee of the Drug Trade Section of the 
Board of Trade and Transportation ap- 
pointed to take up the question of retail- 
ers organizing to buy of manufacturers, 
that the principal object of their antag- 
onism—the Consumers’ Drug Company, 
established at No. 178 Avenue A—is soon 
to go out of existence. 

In its place, however, there will be an 
incorporated body—the New York Con- 
solidated Drug Company—which will be 
to all intents and purposes, a wholesale 
house itself. The articles of incorpora- 
tion have already been drawn up by Chas. 
A. Kalish, of Davis & Marsh, No. 66 
Broadway, and within the next ten days 
the technical cause of complaint on the 
part of the jobbers will have been re- 
moved. 

Then, though the stockholders of the 
New York Consolidated Drug Company 
will be the same retailers who have been 
benefiting as members of the Consumers’ 
Drug Company, by buying their stocks of 
goods at wholesale prices, plus the slight 
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cost of running the business, they will 
be allowed that privilege no longer. On 
the contrary, they will be asked to pay 
the same prices for everything that the 
wholesaler would ask of them. The Con- 
solidated Drug Company, buying at 
wholesale, no question will be asked as 
to its right to command the lowest fig- 
ures from the manufacturer, and the ben- 
efit to be derived from being a stock- 
holder in the company will be seen when 
the annual dividends are declared. 
According to the articles of incorpora- 
tion, the purposes for which the New 
York Consolidated Drug Company is 
formed are to ‘manufacture, deal in, use, 
buy and sell at wholesale, drugs, medi- 
cines, perfumery, fancy’ goods of all 


‘kinds, toilet articles and all articles and 


things used by retail druggists and all 
other kindred articles and things usually 
sold in a drug store.” 

he new company will have a capital 
stock of $26,250, divided into 150 shares, 
valued at $175 each. Consequently the 
incorporators are 150 in number, for each 
shareholder can hold but share of stock. 
The number of members that the Con- 
sumers’ Drug Company had. was some- 
thing over 100, so that it will be seen that 
new blood will enter into the new com- 
pany. Naturally the capital stock will all 
be paid up before the incorporation, so 
that, added to the fact that the Consum- 
ers’ Drug Company, which it succeeds, 
has ample credit, its financial condition 
could not be bettered. 

The present officers of the Consumers’ 
Drug Company are: George Gregorius, 
president; A. Wortman, treasurer, and 
Schleussner, secretary. After the incor- 
poration there is to be an election for 
officers of the new company, and it is also 
probable that the stock of the old organi- 
zation will be turned over to its succes- 
sors. According to an estimate by an 
outsider it is probable that 15 to 20 per 
cent. profit on every share per annum 
will not be too large to expect, after all 
the expenses of running the establishment 
are deducted. 


To Do a General Wholesale Business. 


Although the stockholders will prob- 
ably be the largest customers of the 
new company, they will not be the only 
ones, The company will do a general 
wholesale business supplying the wants 
of the out-of-town as well as the local 
trade. Some more central or downtown 
location than the present quarters of the 
Consumers’ Drug Company will be se- 
lected. 

The Consumers’ Drug Company has 
been in existence about five years. It 
was started by a number of German re- 
tail druggists, who believed that they 
could save jobbers’ profits by combining, 
and their idea found imitators in Buffalo 
and Philadelphia. Originally it was 
called the Union Drug Company. Geo. 
Gregorius has for years been the controll- 
ing power, and the new company is large- 
ly due to his efforts. 

From the start the Union Drug Com- 
pany was a success. As the name con- 
flicted with that of another concern the 
Consumers’ Drug Company was substi- 
tuted. The sales for 1899 over 1808 
showed an increase of fully 45 per cent., 
while there was a big stock, fully paid for, 
on hand, Manufacturers have been only 
too anxious to sell them and they have 
never experienced any difficulty in get- 
ting goods they needed. 

The Associated Drug Company, of this 
city, at a meeting last week, elected the 
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following officers: President, 
Kruskal; first vice-president, Joseph 
Weinstein; second vice-president, Ja- 
cob Pick; treasurer, Joseph Bakst; 
secretary, B. Backshitzky. The associa- 
tion was formed to buy goods in large 
quantities for the benefit of its members 
and other retailers, and later it is pro- 
posed to go into manufacturing to some 
extent. The company has appointed Jos. 
Weinstein and B. J. Backshitzky a com- 
mittee to choose a store to begin business 
in, and Jacob Pick and C. Bernstein a 
committee to select a manager. This 
company is composed of members of the 
New York Retail Druggists’ Association, 
the membership of which is confined al- 
most exclusively to the druggists of the 
lower East Side of the city. 


Nicholas 


“THE BOOKMAN’S” 
FOR 1900. 


SERIAL 





Professor Lloyd the Author. 


The editors of “The Bookman” an- 
nounce that they have secured as their 
only serial story during 1900 a novel by 
Prof. J. Uri Lloyd, of Cincinnati. The 
story is entitled “Stringtown on the 
Pike,” and will be published in about ten 
numbers of “The Bookman,” beginning 
with March. “Stringtown on the Pike” 
has its rise and progress and close in one 
little obscure and undiscovered corner of 
the land, a Kentucky village. It is a 
novel that none but an American could 
write, and that could only be produced 
by one who has brooded long and pa- 
tiently over the types and forms which 
are unified into a drama of American life 
on a large scale. In the telling of the 
story Mr. Lloyd is simple, yet strong; lu- 
cid, yet forceful in dicton; eschewing lit- 
erary forms, yet falling naturally into a 
spontaneous narrative style that has a 
grace of its own. Those members of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association 
who attended the meeting at Put-in-Bay, 
last year, will recall with pleasure the 
very enjoyable contribution to the enter- 
tainment features which Professor Lloyd 
made by readings from the unpublished 
manuscript. 

If the new novel prove a success the 
Lloyd library will receive another benefit, 
for the returns from all of Professor 
Lloyd’s literary work are devoted to that 
collection. 

The regular subscription price of “The 
Bookman” (Dodd, Mead & Co., New 
York) is $2.00 per year, 25 cents per 
number. That it will be subscribed to and 
read during 1900 by a large number of the 
professional friends of Professor Lloyd 
goes without saying. In one place in the 
story particularly he touches on a prob- 
lem that cannot but come home to every 
pharmacist, chemist and physician. 


Beware of Mr. Andrews. 


The Humphreys Medicine Co. are in 
receipt of a letter from the Laurel House, 
Laurel, Md., stating that a man calling 
himself Geo. W. Andrews and claiming 
to be their representative at Washing- 
ton, D. C., is imposing on hotel keepers. 
The description is, about 5 feet 8; 150 to 
160 Ibs., slightly bald, has been clean 
shaved, but lately let his moustache start 
to grow. He carried a couple of good 
sized grips, which he claimed to contain 
advertising. books of the Humphrey’s 
company. 
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Greater New York. 


News of the Trade in and About the Five Boroughs—Notes of 
Personal Interest—Changes and New Stores—Trade Gossip. 

















Items of Personal Interest. 


R. Mierzwa, retail druggist, of Pittsburg, has 
gone to Europe for a brief vacation. 


W. H. French, of Worcester, this State, was 
omens the visitors to the city during the past 
week. 


Ewen McIntyre, Jr., the druggist, of No. 722 
Sixth avenue, had a bad fall from his bicycle last 
week, but is now recovering at his home. 


The death is announced of Jacob M. Wood, of 
the Van Vleet-Mansfield Drug Company, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., which occurred on Saturday, the 3d 
inst. 


Charles Fries died at his home in this city, 
15 West Ejighty-second street, on Feb. 21, 0 
pneumonia. Mr. Fries was the father of Albert 
nd Dr. Harold Fries, who form the firm of 
ries Bros. 


The drug store of William C. Alpers, which has 
already been described in these columns, has 
been written up at some length in the news col- 
umns of the New York Tribune, in a way which 
= no doubt prove of considerable advertising 
value. 


A Mr. Blackwell has introduced into the New 
ersey Legislature a bill requiring the Board of 
harmacy to register without examination any 
one thirty years of age who has had ten years’ 
experience in the practice of pharmacy in the 
State of New Jersey. 


A splendid location for a downtown drug store 
is reported to have been secured by Reid & You- 
mans, now of No. 752 Union street, Brooklyn. 
‘They are said to have rented a store directly op- 
posite Dennett’s dining rooms, on Nassau street, 
near the corner of Beekman. 


Recent visitors to the metropolis were F. E. 
Flint, the druggist, of Lynn, Mass., who came 
here on pleasure bent, and Charles A. Rapelye, 
of Hartford, Conn., is a member of the Revision 
Committee of the U. S. armacopia of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association. 


Magnus & Lauer, of No. 4 Cedar street, dealers 
in essential oils, etc., will move in the earl 
spring to No. 92 Pearl street, where the 
occupy the whole building, four stories and base- 
ment. Mr. Magnus has just returned from a 
Western trip, and reports business good in that 
section. 


will 


Harry L. Kramer, president of the Sterling 
Remedy Company, Indiana Mineral Springs, 
Ind., and owner of Cascarets, which is one of 
the most widely advertised of proprietary articles 
in the country, paid a visit to New York during 
the fortnight. He was accompanied by Mrs. 
Kramer. 


Charles Bjorkwall has resigned the editorship 
of The Journal of eermarerey (alumni journal 
of the New York College of Pharmacy), and is 
succeeded by Dr. Harry B. Ferguson. Dr. Fer- 
guson enjoys great popularity among the alumni, 
and his wide acquaintance in the trade should be 
advantageous to the journal. 


Miss M. Kennedy, daughter of Alfred H. Ken- 
nedy, of Charles N. Crittenton & Co., was mar- 
ried a few weeks ago, to Thomas Bruton. The 
—— took place at Mr. Kennedy’s home, at 
Roseville, N. J., and was largely attended. After 
a honeymoon trip South, the couple returned to 
Roseville, which they will make their home. 


E. A. Sayre, of Seabury & Johnson, has been 
appointed by Governor Vorhees, of New Jersey, 
a State delegate to the Pure Food and Drug Con- 
gress, which convenes at Washington on March 
7, and last for three or four days. This is the 
third time the honor has been conferred on Mr. 
Savre. Of the ten delegates from each State two 
must be druggists. 


It is reported that E. R. Squibb & Sons have 
abandoned the manufacture of acetic acid on the 


large scale, their plant having been purchased by 
the General ‘Chemical Company of New 


York, 


who have issued a circular, giving particulars of 
the transaction. The New York office of E. R. 
Squibb & Sons, situated at the corner of Ann and 
William streets, has been given up, and business 
will be transacted hereafter from headquarters, 
11 Doughty street, Brooklyn. 


The annual reception of the Alumni Association 
of the Brooklyn College of Phamacy took place 
on Thursday evening, Feb. 22, at the Pierrepont 
Assembly Rooms. The Committee of Arrange- 
ments was composed of F. P. Tuthill, chairman; 
William C. Anderson, W. F. J. Happ, F. Schroe- 
iam C. Anderson, W. F. $5 app . Schroeder, 
i A, 3, png M. D.; William L. Morris, 

red H. Weyer, illiam Bussenschutt, G. A. 
Mulvaney, E. Clayton Woodcock, John F. Craw- 
ford, Alfred Schletter. 


The death is announced from Paris of Leon 
Chiris, the head of the firm of Antoine Chiris, 
manufacturer of raw products for perfumery, at 
Grasse, France. The firm is represented in this 
countey by Euler & Robson, 224 Pearl street, 
New York city. The deceased was a chevalier of 
the Legion of Honor, having been awarded the 
decoration for services rendered to the eer 
industry. He was president of the Perfumery 
Section of the Paris Exposition of 1889. His 
two daughters are married to sons of the late 
President Carnot. 


Medical men and druggists are svencontty just 
as fond of shooting as any other class of pro- 
fessional and business men, says the Commercial 
Advertiser. The Medicus Club of Brooklyn is 
a new organization that has just come to the 
surface and is composed almost entirely of doc- 
tors and proprietors of drug stores located in 
Greater New York. The “Docs” want to have 
little, quiet shoots of their own, open only to 
members and invited guests, and for that purpose 
have selected a location easily reached by the 
cunlog avenue trolleys from either Broadway 
Ferry, Brooklyn, or the New York terminus of 


the Brooklyn Bridge. Nothing more clearly 


shows how rapidly trap-shooting is growing im 
favor with busy business men than the forma- 
tion of this one club. Trap shooting has long 
since left behind it the days of barroom shoots 
and contests held for the benefit of some road 
house, where the quantity of liquor sold during: 
the shoot was the chief factor in the whole 
“shooting match.” 


Drug Clerk Bill to Be Reported. 


Albany, Feb. 21.—Assemblyman Hen- 
ry’s bill regulating the working hours of 
pharmacists and drug clerks in New York 
city, as amended so as to provide that 
the State Factory Inspector shall appoint 
the inspectors to make the sanitary in- 
spections of the stores, will be reported 
favorably to-morrow by the Assembly 
Public Health Committee. No drug clerk 
shall be required to work more than sev- 
entv hours per week, and shall have one - 
full day off in two weeks. This is the bill 
drafted by the New York Drug Clerks” 
Association and approved by the New 
York College, the Manhattan, the Ger- 
man Apothecaries and the Kings County 
Associations, and is not the measure fa- 
vored by Thimme. 


Board of Pharmacy Bill Passed. 


Assemblyman Henry’s Board of Phar- 
macy bill for New York city, fixing the 
examination fees for licenses and provid- 
ing for the keeping of a record of such 
licenses and for the re-registration of 
pharmacists, was passed by the Assem- 
bly to-day. This measure has received 
the sanction of all the local pharmaceuti- 
cal organizations. 
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MANHATTAN ASSOCIATION. 





Wilcox Poison Bottle Bill Condemned— 
The Association Votes to Oppose Its 
Passage—Anti-Department Store Bill 


of Assemblyman Gale Will Be Sup- 


ported. 


At the monthly meeting of the Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association, held 
at the College of Pharmacy of the City 
of New York on Monday evening, Feb- 
ruary 19, action was taken on two bills 
pertaining to pharmacy now in the Leg- 
islature. The bill introduced by Senator 
Wilcox, of Auburn, which provides that 
all druggists or dealers in drugs and med- 
icines shall put up articles of a poisonous 
nature in quantities of less than eight 
ounces in special boxes or bottles, the 
form of which is to be determined by the 
State Board of Health, was discussed and 
roundly condemned, and the association 
by vote resolved to send a protest against 
its passage to the Committee on Public 
Health of the Assembly, which has the 
bill under consideration. 

The Gale bill, Assembly No. 451, which 
provides that no one but a registered 
pharmacist shall sell, dispense or com- 
pound poisons or medicines, whether in 
the original packages of the manufac- 
turer or otherwise, or those known as 
“patent medicines,” or “proprietary med- 
icines,” is aimed particularly at depart- 
ment stores, and was received by the 
members with favor. The object of the 
introducer of the bill, Assemblyman Cy- 
rus B. Gale, of Jamaica, L. I., was com- 
mended, and the hearty support of the 
association was pledged to the measure. 


The Proceedings. 

The meeting was called to order by 
President R. R. Smith at 8:30 o’clock 
with a, fairly good attendance of mem- 
bers. The minutes of the preceding meet- 
ing were read by the secretary and adopt- 
ed, after which Treasurer Geo. H. Hitch- 
cock gave a report of receipts and dis- 
bursements for the month. The balance 
from the previous month was $172.18; $20 
had been received in payment of dues, 
and the disbursements amounted to 
$52.89, leaving a cash balance of $139.29. 
Chairman Bigelow of the Committee on 
Legislation made a verbal report. He 
stated that the bill amending the Phar- 
macy Chapter of the Charter for Greater 
New York had been reported favorably 
by the Assembly Committee on Public 
Health with amendments, which Mr. 
Bigelow did not specify, but which most 
of the members understood to refer to the 
striking out of the clauses in the bill re- 
lating to the board’s power to make new 
rules or amend and the re-registration 
provision. The bill is now on the order 
of its third reading and may pass the 
Assembly this week. The Shorter Hours 
Bill of the Pharmaceutical Clerks’ Asso- 
ciation is also on the calendar for final 
passage. Mr. Bigelow concluded by ask- 
ing an appropriation of $50 for the use 
of the Committee on Legislation, which 
was granted. 

Wm. Muir, of Brooklyn, was accorded 
the privileges of the floor and made a 
statement regarding his experiences as a 
lobbyist at Albany, where, according to 
Mr. Bigelow, he had passed the last 
month. Mr. Muir stated that the only 
opposition to the amended pharmacy law 
at the hearing was made by Assembly- 
man Maher, who justified his opposition 
on the ground that the friends of the 





pharmacy bill were opposing his “Shorter 
Hours” bill. The two “Shorter Hours” 
bills now in the Legislature do not differ 
materially from each other. The Maher 
bill places the enforcement of the act with 
the Board of Health, and this meets with 
the objections of the various pharmaceuti- 
cal associations, who would prefer to have 
the law enforced through the office of the 
State Factory Inspector. 

Geo. H. Hitchcock reported, in the ab- 
sence of F. Hirseman, as a member of 
the committee on N. A. R. D. Jobbers’ 
List. He stated that a meeting of the 
committee was held after the adjourn- 
ment of the January meeting of the asso- 
ciation, and it was then decided not to do 
anything further in the matter of drawing 
up a list of aggressive cutters. 

The application of Louis Berger, of 
1754 Lexington avenue, was favorably re- 
ported by the special committee on mem- 
bership, and the candidate was elected, 
after the usual formalities. 


Bills in the Legislature. 

Secretary Keenan-read the text of the 
Wilcox Poison Bottle Bill and explained 
its provisions. Decided opposition was 
expressed to the measure, a number of 
members expressing their belief that the 
measure was a recrudescence of the Wil- 
cox bill of last year, and Councilman 
Francisco, of Brooklyn, whose name was 
identified with last year’s bill, was said 
to be in close touch with the present 
measure. On motion, the secretary was 
authorized to enter a strong protest 
against the passage of the bill. The Gale 
bill to regulate the sale of medicines in 
department stores was then discussed and 
unanimously approved. C. O. Bigelow 
said the passage of the bill would be for 
the public good and benefit pharmacy. 
If the bill becomes a law, it will compel 
the owners of department stores to em- 
ploy registered pharmacists for the sale 
of any kind of medicine, whether harm- 
less or poisonous, put up in original pack- 
ages, or of a proprietary nature. 

The problem of how best to increase 
the membership of the association was 
tackled by several members and a lengthy 
discussion ensued. J. M. Pringle, Jr., 
advocated the appointment of a paid can- 
vasser, but this suggestion was opposed 
by Messrs. Bigelow and Faber, who 
moved to refer consideration of the sub- 
ject to a special committee. The matter 
was accordingly referred to a special 
committee of three, consisting of J. M. 
Pringle, Jr., Geo. H. Hitchcock and Os- 
car Goldmann. : 


Construing a Speech. 

A delegation from the New York Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association, consisting of 
President Joseph Weinstein and Trustee 
Abraham Bakst, attended the meeting, 
and Mr. Bakst made a speech, in which 
he assured the members of the Manhat- 
tan Association of the desire of the New 
York Retail Druggists’ Association to 
co-operate in any work looking to the 
advancement of pharmacy which might 
be undertaken by the association he was 
addressing. He stated that the N. Y. R. 
D. A. was doing its utmost to discourage 
the opening of small retail drug stores 
and he asked the Manhattan Association 
to join them in this movement. He 
criticised the Board of Pharmacy for its 
failure to conduct more frequent inspec- 
tions, but regretted this lapse very quick- 
ly, since it afforded the members of the 
Board present an opportunity to put in 
a plea for support for the amended Phar- 
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macy Chapter of the Charter now in the 
Legislature. Mr. Muir, of Brooklyn, at- 
tempted a rendering of Mr. Bakst’s re- 
marks, which conveyed a meaning dif- 
ferent from that intended by the speaker, 
who must have felt humiliated when Mr. 
Muir took the floor to “explain what Mr. 
Bakst really means.” Mr. Faber added 
his testimony to that of Mr. Muir and 
both used the opportunity to press home 
the advantages of the new pharmacy bill, 
which would “make better druggists and 
benefit the public.” A letter from the 
Sulphume Company, of Chicago, and an 
invitation from the officers of the Pure 
Food and Drug Congress to appoint del- 
egates to the convention in Washington 
on March 7 were ordered filed. 


Experimental Physics. 


Washington’s Birthday was celebrated 
by the College of Pharmacy of the City 
of New York by a lecture on Experi- 
mental Physics by Professor Coblentz. 
The lecture afforded an opportunity to 
show the members of the college a very 
handsome set of physical apparatus which 
has recently been presented to the institu- 
tion by the president, Edw. Kemp. 
list of the apparatus presented follows: 


The Kemp Collection of Physical Appa- 
tatus. 

Atwood’s machine for demonstrating 
the law of falling bodies. Apparatus for 
the graphical demonstration of the para- 
bolic motion of thrown bodies. Wein- 
hold’s machine for demonstrating the law 
of the inclined plane. Apparatus for ex- 
plaining the different levers and the bal- 
ance. Schmidt’s top or gyroscope. Wein- 
hold’s reversible pendulum. Oberbeck’s 
double pendulum. Cubical mirror for 
showing acoustic flame pictures. Metal 
disk with the seven spectral colors. Ap- 
paratus for boiling water, spirit or ether 
by friction. Apparatus for showing that 
the angle of reflection is equal to the 
angle of incidence. Pascal’s hydrostatic 
pressure apparatus. U-shaped tube for 
liquids of different gravity. Percussion 
apparatus. Metal ball to show the 
changes of specific weight, swimming in 
cold, sinking in warm water. Segner’s 
water-wheel for showing the reaction of 
outflowing water. Glass hydraulic ram, 
Set of cohesion plates. Aneroid barom- 
eter. Set (4) barometer tubes with ves- 
sel. Apparatus for showing Mariotte’s 
law. Heron’s fountain. Cartesian diver 
with forcing pump. Baroscope. Guinea 
and feather tube. Mercury rain. Syphon 
fountain with foot. Gas flame manome- 
ter. Labial organ pipe. Labial or- 
gan pipe with movable membrane, 
Tuning fork apparatus for the dem- 
onstration of Lissajous’ curves. Mon- 
ochord, or  sonometer. Telescope 
model for illustrating the terrestial, ce- 
lestial and Galilei’s telescope. Spalt. 
Noerrenberg’s polarizing apparatus. Ap- 
paratus for ascertaining the stratification 
of liquids by cooling with ice. Set (3) 
thermometers for showing the difference 
in expansion of different liquids at the 
same temperature. Strip of steel and 
zinc which bends on heating. Apparatus 
for showing rise in temperature in a 
liquid at the moment of crystallizing. 
Metal thermometer. Mueller’s air ther- 
mometer. Rumford’s differential ther- 
mometer. Apparatus for demonstrating 
the phenomena of the critical tempera- 
ture. Metal pneumatic tinder box. Ingen- 
houss’ apparatus for showing the con- 
ducting pewer of metal bars. Two spher- 
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ical concave mirrors of metal on tripods. 
Melloni’s thermopyle. Crooke’s radiom- 
eter. Magnetic needle showing the 
declination and inclination of the needle. 
Electric pistol. Luminous pane of glass 
showing electrical figures. Apparatus for 
showing the repulsion of like electricities, 
Apparatus for perforating a piece of thin 
glass. Apparatus for showing objective 
demonstration of electrolytical analyses. 
Ampere’s stand and solenoid. Section of 
submarine cable. Fourteen Geissler tubes, 
20cm. Geissler tube, 2 gases, 35 cm. Geis- 
sler tube, 60 cm. Crooke’s tube for 100- 
200 mm. spark. Crooke’s tube for show- 
ing radiant matter. Fluotoscope screen. 
Ruhmkorrf’s induction coil, 5-inch spark 
Wheatstone’s rheostat. Arc lamp model. 
Resistance box, 120 ohms. Storage bat- 
tery, showing the construction. Holtz 
demonstrating galvanometer. Voltmeter, 
dead beat. Amperemeter. Coil (second- 
ary). Metal thermometer, showing the 
working portion. Chaldrius figure disk. 
Chemical harmonica. Model of convex 


lens. Prism on stand, movable, 40x70 
mm. Sondhaus lens. Daniel’s hygrome- 
ter. Telephone model apparatus. Turn- 
table. Polariscope, three tubes. Edison 


phonograph. Electric stereopticon. 

The Alumni Association has donated a 
very handsome plate glass case to con- 
tain the apparatus. . 

The lecture was a most interesting one, 
and a large audience was present to en- 
joy it. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 





Co-Operative Company Ready for 
Business. 





GOOD TRADE IN BUFFALO. 


Buffalo, Feb. 21.—Some of the Buf- 
falo druggists are pleased to note their 
good trade, especially in prescriptions and 
the business generally is better than it 
was a year ago. But for the disposition to 
cut it to pieces so terribly by the multi- 
plication of retail stores, the trade might 
soon snap its fingers at price cutting and 
other distractions. The multiplication of 
druggists by the pharmacy colleges is 
bound to have this result, and the best 
that can be said of the outlook is that it 
is better to fill the stores with good men 
than poor ones. The business is too at- 
tractive, too clean and above board to 
escape being overcrowded. 


The Erie County Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation 
Is preparing a general drug-price sched- 
ule for presentation to the authorities of 
the N. A. R. D. in co-operation with that 
body on the plan for getting rid of price 
cutters. There is a somewhat flexible 
scale adopted, as the trade does not think 
it best to attack the difficulty blindly. For 
instance, while dollar proprietary goods 
are generally listed at 85 cents, there is 
quite a fair list that is left out, as it was 
felt that some fighting room would have 
to be afforded regularly, or the entire 
list would be brought down to that level. 
Although there is as yet no understand- 
ing with the department stores of the 
city, and there may be none, there is al- 
ready a complete co-operation on the part 
of certain of the worst retail cutters who 
are manufacturers on quite a large scale. 


One firm especially has joined in the 
undertaking with a heartiness that has 
very greatly encouraged the others. 


The New Buffalo Wholesale Drug Co. 


Is able to report progress in the estab- 
lishment of preliminaries, but apparently 
it will be some time before a general 
business will be set up. Meanwhile all 
possible arrangements are made with 
manufacturers, so that goods can be ob- 
tained at bottom prices everywhere. 
It is arranged to pay cash for everything 
and a second plan is that while all cus- 
tomers of the house are to be held in 
restraint by some arrangement as to cut- 
ting prices and thus be entitled to re- 
bates, the four original interests in the 
company will also obtain this advantage, 
which was the primary idea of the move, 
and then any further profit will come to 
them. The idea of the local trade here 
generally, that the company would buy 
goods for the use of the members almost 
entirely, appears to have been a mis- 
take. 
The Erie County Board of Pharmacy 


Has located in new rooms on Main street, 
much more suitable to the examinations 
than the old ones at the now deserted 
Niagara University and is quite pleased 
that the change was made necessary. 
At the last examination the following 
licenses were issued: Pharmacy to Stile 
C. Hall on New York College diploma; 
Mary Ross Jenkins, on Buffalo College 
diploma; Clarence A. Cox, Buffalo Col- 
lege diploma; assistant to Earle J. De 
Golier on examination. Messrs. Hall and 
Cox are located in Hayes’ stores, Miss 
Jenkins is at the Fitch Hospital, and 
Mr. De Golier is with Mason Bros. 
The Board passed a resolution oppos- 
ing the appointment by societies of all- 
State members of the new board, as pro- 
posed by the bill in the Legislature, and 
favoring appointment by the Governor. 
It also placed itself in opposition to 
the plan not to accept any applications 
for licenses other than from pharmacy 
college graduates. President Smither, of 
the Board, goes to Albany to urge the 
views of the Board in regard to the bill. 


The Kings County Society. 


The regular-monthly meeting of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society 
was held at the Brooklyn College of 
Pharmacy on February 14. Wm. F. 
Riecker, of 161 Wythe avenue, was elect- 
ed to membership and the following were 
proposed for membership: Jacob J. Lauf- 
fer, 1551 Broadway; George H. Boru, 182 
Bedford avenue; Myer Arensberg, 219 
Adelphi street; Charles G. H. Gerken, 
Ph.D., 1485 Broadway; Ray Carleton 
Taplin, 1485 Broadway, and O. F. Ban- 
croft, 1060 Fulton street. The proposi- 
tions were referred to the committee on 
investigation. 

Treasurer William Ray reported that 
there is a balance of $324.35 in the treas- 
ury. During the past month he reported 
that the society had received $170 from 
the City Chamberlain as the amount of 
fines imposed upon pharmacists who had 
violated the pharmacy laws. The society 
also received from the Comptroller $180 
as its yearly allowance from the city. 

Reports were received on the various 
bills affecting pharmacists now before the 
legislature. The members agreed to work 
vigorously for the repeal of the proprie- 
tarv stamp tax. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 





Surfeit of Pharmacy Legislation. 





TO REGISTER ON DIPLOMAS. 





Shorter Hours—Free Anti-Toxine. 


Boston, Feb. 20.—Beacon Hill has the 
usual amount of legislation relating to the 
drug business; chief among these bills is 
that offered by Representative William D. 
Wheeler, Ph. G., of this city. Mr. 
Wheeler is also president of the M. S. 
P. A., and his bill concerns the registra- 
tion of graduates of colleges of pharmacy 
by the Board of Pharmacy. It provides 
that: “Graduates of colleges of pharmacy 
of approved standing may be registered 
as pharmacists without an examination 
upon the payment of a fee of $5, the pre- 
sentation of their diploma from the col- 
lege conferring the degree and the pro- 
duction of evidence of six months resi- 
dence in the State.” 

A hearing on this measure was held 
last Friday. It was favored by William 
W. Bartlet, Ph. G., president of the Mas- 
sachusetts Druggists’ Alliance, and by 
William F. Sawyer, ex-president of the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy. Jas. 
J. Brown, of Lowell, opposed the 
measure. He claimed that the proposed 
legislation was unjust and discriminated 
against those who were not graduates. 


Shorter Hours for Drug Clerks. 


Another measure which is likely to be 
strongly opposed is that regulating the 
hours of employment in drug stores. - It 
is not probable that it, will be favored 
even by clerks. The first two sections 
follow: 

“Section 1. The hours of labor for 
clerks and other employees in drug stores 
and pharmacies shall not exceed sixty- 
five hours per week; but this time may 
be extended six hours or less in any 
week, provided that such overtime is de- 
ducted from the hours of labor performed 
by such clerk or employee in the next 
two succeeding weeks. 

Sec. 2. Clerks and employees in drug 
stores and pharmacies shall be allowed 
a full hotr for each meal, occurring with- 
in the period of his daliy employment.” 

Section 3 deals with the penalty, but 
the author of the bill was considerate 
enough to leave this feature to the tender 
mercies of the House. : 


Tinkering the Liquor Bill. 


Some of the representatives have an 
idea that the liquor laws need tinkering 
so it has been proposed to alter section 
9, chapter 307, Acts of 1896, so that cer- 
tificates of registration shall not be re- 
voked solely on the ground of conviction 
of violation of the liquor law. 


Free Anti-Toxine. 


A unique proposition is that contained 
in the bill in which provision is made for 
the free distribution of anti-toxine by the 
Board of Health in every city and town 
for use in cases of diphtheria. The anti- 
toxine is to be kept in every police sta- 
tion, and to be furnished at any hour of 
the day or night upon the written order 
of any physician authorized to practice 
in the State. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 
The Great Euchre Party. 


NEARLY TWO THOUSAND PRESENT. 





Two Hundred and Twenty-Five Prizes. . 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20—One of the 
society features of this season was the 
mammoth progressive euchre party given 
by the members of the Philadelphia Re- 
tail Drug Association at Horticultural 
Hall on February 7. Everybody knows 
the retail druggists have a winning way, 
and they so hypnotized the inhabitants of 
the Quaker City that those who were 
selling tickets had no trouble in getting 
rid of a larger number than the hall would 
hold. There is a diversity of opinion in 
regard to the number of people present, 
the most conservative estimate being 
placed at 1,500, while those who were at 
the head of the affair say there were 1,500 
in the hall and 500 were unable to secure 
admission. From a financial point of 
view the affair was a success, but owing 
to the indiscriminate manner in which the 
tickets were peddled around the attend- 
ance was of a mixed nature, and in a 
number of instances a_ little feeling 
cropped out. D. Harris, the ertswhile re- 
tail druggist, now a local salesman for a 
prominent house and the head of the pro- 
gressive euchre party, was in his element 
as a director, and while he did his best, 
the next time he has a hand in the same 
kind of a party he will be better able to 
conduct it without causing any friction; 
that is, if he has profited by the experi- 
ence he secured from this one. 


Handsome Decorations. 


The hall was handsomely decorated, 
potted plants and bunting giving it a 
pleasant effect. There were also soda 
fountains and root beer stands which 
were at the disposal of the thirsty gath- 
ering, but once after the bell sounded for 
the game to begin there was no time for 
anything but cards. There were card play- 
ers of all kinds, those that kept the pack 
close to their bodies, others that put the 
right bower on their opponent’s ace, and 
last but not least those who persisted in 
renigging; but this all helped to make the 
game exciting and, while no revolvers 
were drawn, there were many vows reg- 
istered. 


The Mayor Takes a Hand. 

As is always the case in this city, the 
Mayor took a prominent part and shortly 
after 8 o’clock Mayor Ashbridge, in a 
few well chosen words, opened the ball. 
In his remarks he dwelt upon the evil of 
gambling, but said he was always happy 
to take a quiet hand of old maid or 
hearts, and as euchre was of this order 
he wanted every one to pitch in and do 
their best, as for once no spotters would 
be on hand and the game could proceed 
without fear of interruption by the po- 
lice. Then the bell sounded, and for 
nearly two hours the fight for some of the 
225 prizes was on. Most of the prizes 
were donated, and they consisted mostly 
of cut glass, furniture, mirrors and cigars. 
The first prize for men was won by Rob- 
ert Coombs, the secretary of Smith, 
Kline & French Co. It was a handsome 
cut glass punch bowl, and was presented 
by the corporation of which he was a 
member. At 10 o’clock the playing 


stopped, and, after the distribution of 
prizes, the floor was cleared and dancing 





was continued until the “wee” hours of 
the morning. The ladies’ first prize, a 
mahogany dressing-table, was won by 
Mrs. H. H. Ross, 


Not Confined to the Drug Trade. 

Since the affair there has been consider- 
able comment indulged in. It was gener- 
ally thought that the affair was gotten up 
to bring about a better acquaintance 
among the retail druggists, and some of 
the houses that donated presents were led 
to believe that none but retail druggists 
and their families would be in attendance. 
Such, however, was not the case, as the 
majority were never behind a drug store 
counter. 


Growth of the P. A. R. D. 


During the past few weeks there has 
been more interest taken in the Phila- 
delphia branch of the National Retail 
Association, and it is believed it will not 
be long before nearly every druggist in 
this city is a member. The association 
has over 600 names on its rolls, and it 
stated it has a large number of appli- 
cants. 


The Republican Convention. 


The National Republican convention 
which is to be held in this city this sum- 
mer is attracting considerable attention 
among the business men, and especially 
the wholesale drug trade. Mahlon 
Kline, of Smith, Kline & French Co., 
takes a prominent part in city affairs, and 
while he is a Republican, he is still open 
for conviction and he is desirous of hav- 
ing good local government. He was 
among the few that were instrumental in 
having this city selected to hold the con- 
vention in, but owing to the lack of busi- 
ness acumen pursued by some of the com- 
mittee he withdrew. Since the Mayor 
has taken the matter in hand he has come 
forward again and is endeavoring to do all 
he can to make the convention a suc- 
cess. The Mayor appreciates the sterling 
qualities of Mr. Kline, and has appointed 
him in conjunction with Clayton F. 
Shoemaker and Edward H. Hance a com- 
mittee to wait upon the drug trade in re- 
lation to securing funds toward defray- 
ing the expenses of the convention. 


The Pharmaceutical Meeting. 


The regular pharmaceutical meeting of 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy was 
he.u on the afternoon of February 20, and 
notwithstanding it was the day after the 
snowstorm, the attendance was a large 
one. These meetings are becoming very 
popular and many men of note in the 
drug world attend them. The programme 
was an excellent one and was as follows: 
“Mineral Tannage,” illustrated with spec- 
imens, by Professor Samuel P. Sadtler; 
“Soluble Ferric Pyrophosphate,” by W. 
E. Ridenour, Ph.G.; “Crocus and Some 
of Its Adulterants,” by William Stair 
Weakley, P.D.; “Exhibition of Speci- 
mens.” A full report of the meeting ap- 
pears in another portion of this issue. 


PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 


Charles Bullock, the president of the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy, and senior member of 
the firm of Bullock & Crenshaw, is seriously ill 
with pneumonia. 

The Graduate Committee of the class of 1900 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy is com- 

osed of the following members: Louis Franke, 
Johnstown, Pa., editor in chief; Roy W. oe m9 
urbotville, Pa., and illiam Burchfield, 
Pottsville, Pa., ‘assistant editors. Mr. Franke 
states that the 1900 graduate will be one of the 
finest of its kind ever published by any class. 


Miss Edith Procter, eldest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wallace Procter, is to be married to Isaac 
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Edward Harrison, at the Church of the Media- 
tor, Ninetieth = Lombard streets, on Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 2 Miss Procter comes of a fam- 
ily distinguishe “in the annals of pharmacy, her 
grandfather, William Procter, Jr., having been 
for many years Dean of the Faculty of the Phil- 
adelphia College of Pharmacy and editor of the 
“American Journal of Pharmacy,” while her 
father has long been a member of the board of 
trustees of the Philadelphia College, and active 
in pharmaceutical affairs generally. 


OHIO. 


A Cincinnati Botanist Abroad. 


Cincinnati, O., Feb. 20,—Prof. C. G. 
Lloyd, the eminent Cincinnati botanist, 
who left America several months ago, 
has been heard from. Since he left the 
land over which Uncle Sam’s Stars and 
Stripes float he has made many re- 
searches and investigations in his favor- 
ite science. As part owner of the most 
wonderful botanical library in the world, 
not even excepting the Government col- 
lection at Washington D. C., it is likely 
that Prof. Lloyd: will collect matter of 
much interest that he will place in book 
form and add to his collection. When 
last heard from Prof. Lloyd was in 
Samoa. 

A few days ago his relatives and friends 
here received unique Christmas souve- 
nirs from him. Mr. Lloyd’s purpose in 
visiting the island was to study plant life 
and fungi, and the card he sent home 
embraces an elegant half-tone engraving 
showing Mr. Lloyd on a jaunt in a tropic 
forest with his photographic outfit. The 
likeness is good and shows the Cincin- 
natian surprised on the way by meeting 
a native belle in front of her rude hut. 
The belle is adorned in her native garb, 
which consists principally of a pleasant 
smile and a leaf. From the expression 
on the face of the belle it is hard to tell 
whether she shows fear or delight in 
meeting the scientist. The Cincinnati 
botanist expects to send home pictures 
from the other lands that he will visit 
before returning to America. As is well 
known C. G. Lloyd is a brother of John 
Uri Lloyd, the great chemist and author, 
whose Etiderpha and other books have 
placed him in the foremost ranks of 
‘American’ writers. Another brother, 
Ashley Lloyd, is treasurer of the Cincin- 
nati League Baseball Club and a mem- 
ber of the firm of wholesale druggists of 
that name. The absent botanist was once 
identified with the Cincinnati bar as an 
attorney. 

HEARD ABOUT TOWN. 

Karl Kuhlman is managing a store in Chicago. 

Dr. John C. Otis was in Columbus recently on 
business. 

Minneapolis druggists are fighting the North- 
western Telephone Company. 

Matthew M. Yorston, the Central avenue drug- 
gist, who has been ill a long time, is slowly re- 
covering. 

Notwithstanding the defeat of R. H. Weather- 
head for membership in the Board of Control, it 
is said that another druggist will run for office 
soon. 

At the recent annual election of officers of the 
Buckeye Club, Mr. Harry Streithorst, the well- 
known druggist, was elected vice-president of the 
organization. 

Edward P. Dehner, of this city, who is trav- 
eling for Parke, Davis & Co., was here recently 
visiting relatives and friends. He reports his 
business on the road as good. 

A number of donaaiate over-the-Rhine have 
formed a skat club, and a tournament will be ar- 


ranged in the near future. Some handsome 
prizes will be hung up for the winners. 

There is much interest manifested at present 
as to who will secure the nomination for State 
Dairy and Food Commissioner to succeed Joseph 
Blackburn, the present incumbent. 
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ILLINOIS. 


Pharmaceutical Consolidation Pro- 
posed. 


EFFORTS TO COMBINE THE COL- 
LEGES. 











Tame Ending of Libel Suit. 


Chicago, Feb. 17.—A movement is on 
foot to establish a pharmaceutical center 
in Chicago. The idea is to have offices 
of all the drug associations and the State 
Board under one roof, which it is hoped 
will also shelter the two colleges of phar- 
macy. In order to get the colleges into 
the plan it will be necessary for them to 
combine, negotiations with that end in 
view being in progress. The management 
of the entire plan is in the hands of the 
Chicago Veteran Druggists’ Association, 
by whom it was devised. At a dinner re- 
cently the plan was fully discussed, and 
a committee was chosen to confer with 
the presidents and executive committees 
of the University of Illinois and North- 
western University, so as to bring about 
a union of the colleges of pharmacy un- 
der their control. Both of these colleges 
are in Chicago. This committee con- 
sists of William Jauncy, L. K. Waldron, 
L. Woltersdorf and T. V. Wooton. Mr. 
Waldron is chairman, and on him de- 
volves the greater part of the work. He 
was chosen for the position because of 
the broad position he has taken hitherto 
in regard to the colleges, having favored 
neither one nor the other. Mr. Waldron 
was asked about the plan, but declined to 
be interviewed, saying that publicity was 
not advisable at present. wing to the 
secrecy that is maintained at present, any 
account is liable to contain errors. It is 
understood that negotiations have been 
opened with President Draper, of the 
University of Illinois, and with President 
Rogers, of Northwestern University. 
The former institution is at Champaign, 
Ill., and the latter at Evanston, so the 
matter is not easily handled. 

To those who are familiar with the sit- 
uation, it is evident that Mr. Waldron’s 
position requires the exercise of a great 
deal of tact, owing to the relations be- 
tween the colleges of pharmacy. It is 
felt by all in the Veterans’ Society that 
far better results would be obtained if 
there were but one college. There are 
excellent men on the two faculties, but it 
is thought that a single staff of profes- 
sors and instructors would be much 
stronger. Chicago’s position as a center 
for the pharmaceutical interest in the 
neighboring territory, it is believed, 
would be greatly helped by the consoli- 
dation, on the principle that in union 
there is strength. It is probable that in 
some quarters the project will meet with 
considerable opposition, but it is believed 
that the opponents of the consolidation 
can be won over. 

With the two colleges under one head 
the rest of the plan can be carried out 
with ease, for such an institution would 
make its influence felt strongly. The 
National Association of Retail Druggists, 
the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association, 
the Chicago Apothecaries’ Society and 
the Chicago Veteran Druggists’ Associa- 
tion would also be in the same building, 
according to present plans, and probably 
the Illinois Clerks’ Association would be 
cared for. It is expected that the State 
Board would also have rooms here. The 
possibilities of such a building in the in- 





ducements it would hold out to manufac- 
turers of pharmaceutical products who 
wished to have offices situated where they 
would be in touch with the druggists can 
readily be imagined. 


Many New Pharmacists Registered. 


The State Board has just finished a 
meeting at which 70 applicants out of 140 
passed. Ten or eleven were excluded 
because they were excluded in the pre- 
liminary examinations. Compared with 
40 per cent. at the last examination, this 
shows a big gain. Board members say 
that the class was in every way superior 
to any examined in a long time. This 
is believed to be due to the rigid exam- 
inations. All now find it necessary to pre- 
pare carefully and consequently make a 
much better showing. One of the ques- 
tions was: “Write a brief history of your- 
self.” ~One young man in reply wrote the 
following extraordinary sentence: “Born 
in of good old Scotch parents, the 
value of the stock having run out by the 
time I was born, judging from the anx- 
iety I have caused my good parents, final- 
ly culminating in my taking up the study 
of pharmacy and getting married, which 
is a fate terrible enough with doing the 
deed while a mere drug clerk at 8 per 
and 17 hours a day. Hoping to end it all 
by passing this examination, I am, yours 
truly, ‘gg 








The Bowlers. 


In view of the fact that they meet Fri- 
day nights and are generally unlucky, 
members of the Chicago Drug Trade 
Bowling Club have decided to allow no 
more than thirteen to join. The score at 
the last meeting follows: 





First Second Third 

game. game. game. 

EE i. ae sos bow 158 146 170 
BEES. wnces secs cieo sess 162 180 122 
|” PSS seeaterereees 135 141 117 
Pe. vssche creeks ® 95 85 98 
sien <ckaeaw awe 128 126 160 
ER hbo chu cue ouce om 161 122 166 
ON 149 156 155 
ED)... 6b ssaneu% 109 148 181 
A ee 172 182 119 
DE siscsassues sande 192 153 176 
WOR: Seseeencer sss 112 156 140 


John F. Matthes (handicap 34) wins high aver- 
age medal. 


The Libel Suit. 

The much watched for libel suit of Kitt 
Gould, attorney for the State Board of 
Pharmacy, against Prof. C. S. N. Hall- 
berg and Richard C. Frerksen was called 
up before Judge Baker on February 16. 
Kitt Gould announced beforehand that 
he would prove not only the charge of 
criminal libel, but that he would show in 
court what had inspired the attack on 
him, and would also expose those who 
were attacking the pharmacy law. When 
the case was called Messrs. Hallberg and 
Frerksen failed to appear and their bonds 
of $1000 each were declared forfeited. 
Their course has not been explained. It 
is possible that they may appear later and 
that the forfeiture may be set aside. Such 
a tame ending to the case was a surprise 
all around, as a bitter fight was expected. 

The Druggists’ Protective Association. 

The petition of the Druggists’ Protec- 
tive Association, which has already been 
referred to in these columns is quite a 
lengthy document. 

From the wording of some sentences of 
the resolution signed by the druggists it 
is evident a blow is to be struck at the 
State Board, or at some members of it. All 
are anxiously waiting to see where it will 
fall. There has been a great deal of agi- 


tation here of recent years in the drug 
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business, but the present movement 
seems to be broader than its predecessor. 
Secret plans, of importance, it is believed, 
are being developed. 

The present law was passed about 1881 
and druggists who now uphold it the 
strongest were then doubtful of its le- 
gality, or of the wisdom of some of its 
provisions. The feature of an annual re- 
newal fee was thought to be unjust and a 
number of representative druggists told 
the State Board that such was the view 
held by them. Lyman Trumbull, the 
noted jurist, was retained and prepared 
papers which were submitted to the At- 
torney-General of Illinois for an opinion. 
The Attorney-General consulted with the 
justices of the Supreme Court and an 
opinion was delivered that the law and its. 
provisions were sound and would stand 
the test of the courts. When thus in- 
formed of the views of the Supreme Court 
the druggists considered it useless to push 
a case through the courts. 

A well-known druggist who was inter- 
— concerning the new association, 
said: 


One Way to Kill Cutting. 


“What an easy thing it would be for 
an iron-clad union, as firmly organized 
as the Pullman strikers who baffled the 
Government for a while, to weed out rate 
cutting, that is if all registered pharma- 
cists, regardless of age, creed or condi- 
tion, would solemnly pledge themselves 
not to be employed in department stores, 
or other cut-rate stores. The board 
could then soon wipe out the prescrip- 
tion departments in such stores if unreg- 
istered men were employed there. What 
a blessing if that should be the outcomel 
When associations discussed the cut-rate 
proposition with manufacturers it was 
demonstrated several times that there are 
renegade druggists who secure large 
quantities from manufacturers who refuse 
to sell to department stores and who then 
dispose of their surplus to the depart- 
ment men. Members of the board say 
they had similar experiences in some 
cases up for appeal. Relief clerks, men 
who would be out of work if the board 
did not sue unregistered persons who sell 
medicines, came on the stand in the 
higher court and testified that in their 
opinions anybody, grocer, baker or har- 
nessmaker was qualified to sell medicines. 
What a field for a protective association? 
It is claimed that there are some men, 
notably Englishmen and Canadians, who 
become registered before they are entitled 
to citizenship papers. All any one would 
have to do in such a case would be to pre- 
sent the facts to the grand jury and pun- 
ishment would be prompt.” 


Plot to Repeal the Pharmacy Law. 


Kitt Gould, attorney for the State 
board, said: 

“The Druggists’ Protective Association 
is part of the general agitation to get the 
pharmacy law repealed. Some druggists 
are lending themselves to it, not knowing 
it is for the purpose of aiding the patent 
medicine men. Theodore Noel, maker of 
Vitae Ore, told me he had spent lots of 
money already in fighting the law, and 
that he would spend $50,000 more to de- 
feat it. He said he would bring suits 
against all members of the State board, 
its secretary and attorney, for interfering 
with his business. Immediately after get- 
ting the affidavit from Arthur Jacobi one 
of my detectives located Mr. Frerksen in 
Mr. Noel’s place of business. Peter Fahr- 
ney & Son say they will take their case 
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over ‘Koreka’ to the United States Su- 
preme Court. They have engaged Judge 
Sherwood, one of the best constitutional 
lawyers in the State. They will rely on 
the provision of the statute that says the 
board in its discretion may grant permits 
to retailers in rural districts. The law 
would be stronger without Section 8 than 
it is now. One section can be knocked 
out and a law will stand. If Sections 2 
and 3 stands, then the druggists’ position 
is upheld.” 

The Fahrney case grew out of the sale of 
a bottle of “Koreka” by a grocery firm, 
Oberland & Jacobson. It is similar to 
the Sadler case, which, of course, estab- 
lishes a valuable precedent. The Fahr- 
ney people have petitioned for a rehear- 
ing of the Sadler case, but will ask the 
court to hold the rehearing back until the 
Koreka case is decided before passing on 
the petition. It can easily be seen that 
the opposition to the pharmacy law is 
using every effort to knock out the meas- 
ure, but the state board at present is 
holding all the trumps. As noted below, 
Fahrney lost the case. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


A number er druggists are expected to 
attend the National Pure Food and Drug Con- 
gress that opens in Washington March 7. 


Two men robbed the store of Dr. G. R. Bas- 
sett, at Sayer and Ogden avenues, on the night 
nl Feb. 5. They secured $15 from the cash reg- 
ister. 


L. G. Spencer, proprietor of the Thompson 
Wild Cherry Phosphate Company, is now in Dal- 
las, Texas, opening a branch plant to supply 
their trade in the Southwest. 


E. G. Eberle, of Dallas, Texas, has written a 
letter to Mr. Ebert, recommending that the next 
meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation be held in Galveston. 


An item recently appeared in Chicago papers 

to the effect that Mrs. H. Peano 4 df eo 

South Waller avenue, and Mrs. W. H. Mather, 

South Bouievard and Ward avenue, both of Aus- 

tin, narrowly escaped death after they had taken 

peng aera powders that had a depressing effect on 
e heart. 


During the snowstorm, Feb. 4, boys attacked 
Tupper’s drug store, at Ogden avenue and Tay- 
lor street, with snowballs. A more determined 
attack was made on Bassett’s store, at Sayer and 
Ogden avenues. At Bassett’s store several win- 
dows were broken, and the police patrol was 
called out. 


Before Justice Porter recently an agent of 
Peter Fahrney & Sons was Fm | $20 and costs 
for selling Fahrney’s remedies without a license. 
Mr. Fahrney also paid the fine on an appealed 
case. In this instance the offender had _ three 
cases pending against him, but was let off on a 
promise to quit. Another case on appeal was 
dropped on the payment of the fine. 


The druggists of Hyde Park, Woodlawn and 
Englewood who were arrested on charges of hav- 
ing made illicit sales of liquor were all acquitted 
by Justice Quinn, Feb. 15. The reason for this 
action was that the Mayor ordered the police to 
drop the cases. Inspector Hunt, of the Hyde 
Park station, recently started a crusade, and ar- 
rested all the respectable druggists within reach. 
He announced that all would be prosecuted, but 
vigorous protests were made, and Mayor Harri- 
son intervened. 


Ward clubs are being formed by druggists in 
all parts of the city as fast as it is possible for 
the organizers to make the rounds. The Ravens- 
wood druggists at their meeting proposed a plan 
for Sunday closing that is finding favor. Their 
idea is to have one store remain open_ while 
others in the neighborhood close. . Next Sunda 
another store will be kept open, and the first will 
be closed. By this relay system it is believed the 
public can be accommodated while the druggists 
rest. The Twenty-sixth Ward Druggists’ Associ- 
ation was the last formed. The members an- 
nounced that they meant to do what they could 
to stop cutting; to enforce the laws regarding 
sales of — and liquors and to maintain a 
high standard in the profession. 


Send us specimens of your ads. 





MISSOURI. 
TO MEET IN APRIL. 





Death of an Old Pharmacist. 

St. Louis, Feb. 18—The students of 
the St. Louis College of Pharmacy have 
petitioned the Missouri Board of Pharm- 
acy to hold a special meeting in this city 
for the examination of candidates for reg- 
istration during the early part of next 
April. It has been given out unofficially 
that the Board will be glad to comply 
with this request and that the meeting 
will be held. The official reply, with the 
exact date is expected in a few days. It 
has been the custom to do this for the 
past three years. It is for the advantage 
of the senior class of the college, who 
would otherwise be compelled to go to 
Kansas City or Sedalia, or wait until next 
fall before taking the examination in this 
city. 


Death of a Well-Known Pharmacist. 


W. E. Bard, of the firm of W. E. Bard 
& Son, of Sedalia, Mo., died after a long 
illness on Wednesday, Feb. 14. Mr. Bard 
was one of the oldest and best known 
pharmacists of the State. He was about 
sixty years of age, and had spent a large 
portion of his life in the active drug busi- 
ness. He has for years been a promi- 
nent member of the Missouri Pharma- 
ceutical Association and served his term 
as president of that organization. He 
has seldom missed an annual meeting 
since its organization. The druggists of 
Sedalia held a meeting and passed reso- 
lutions in regard to the death of their 
brother on Friday, the 16th inst. The 
business of the firm will be conducted by 
the deceased’s son, W. E. Bard, Jr. 


CITY NEWS. 


Ed Roberts, a former East St. Louis drug 
clerk, is opening a new drug store in that city. 


Robert Knoll has purchased the drug store at 
sem and Florrisant avenues from Mr. Isaac 
einholdt. 


W.._E. Waught, of Lineaus, Mo., has been 
spending a few days in this city purchasing a new 
rug store outfit. 


A new drug store will soon be opened at Grand 
and Lindel avenues. It is reported that Doehring 
Bros. will be the proprietors. 


The drug store of J. A. Pfunder was damaged 
by fire on the afternoon of Jan. 31. It is located 
at Marcus and St. Louis avenues. 


H. C. Brenner, formerly of Ludwig & Brenner, 
has purchased the Republic Pharmacy, 716 Olive 
street. This is the old J. H. Allen Pharmacy. 


A. C. Brenner has sold his half interest in the 
Neustead avenue pharmacy, Neustead and St. 
Louis avenues, to his partner, Dr. A. S. Ludwig. 


Otto Sassman, formerly proprietor of the Sass- 
man Pharmacy, Lafayette and Nebraska avenues, 
has opened a cigar stand in the Mermod & Jac- 
card Building. 


T. L. Miller, manager of the drug store at 
4800 North Broadway, will be married in a few 
days to Miss Lizzie Plager, a prominent North 
St. Louis young lady. 


H. Keim, the new proprietor of the drug store 
at Sixteenth and Biddle streets, will be married 
on the 22d inst. to Miss Sophia Marz, a charm- 
ing young lady of the north side. 


The old Polish drug store at Twentieth street 
and Cass avenue, was sold at auction on Mon- 
day, the 11th inst. It was purchased in small 
lots by druggists from various parts of the city. 


A. J. Davenport, manager of the Judge & Dolph 
Pharmacy, at Seventh and Locust streets, has 
been detained at home for the past week on ac- 
count of the serious illness of his wife. 


J. W. Westermann, an_old-time druggist, at 
Twenty-eighth street and Cass avenue, died after 


a short illness, on the roth inst. The business 
will be conducted by his brother, F. H. Wester- 
mann. 


H. F. A. Spilker, the well-known druggist, at 
Eighteenth street and Choteau avenue, is ar- 
ranging for a trip to Europe. He expects to 
leave about the middle of April, and will be gone 
until the early fall. He will be accompanied by 
his wife and two daughters. 


T. L. Miller, manager of Hahn’s Pharmacy, 
4100 North Broadway, and H. Keim, new pro 
prietor of the drug store at Sixteenth and Bid- 
dle streets, have announced their intentions of 
becoming benedicts in the near future. 


William Angermueller, the popular young 
druggist at Twelfth street and Choteau avenue, 
has gone over in Illinois to spend a few weeks. 
He has been in poor health for some time. Will- 
iam Roepke will have charge of his store while 
ne is away. 

F. V. and O. P. Johnson, of the Johnson Bros. 
Pharmacy, Broadway and Franklin avenue, and 
L. E. Froas, recently representing Hance Bros. 
& White, have purchased the old Alexander Drug 
Company, 516 Olive street. This is one of the 
oldest and best known stands in the city. 


J. H. Friedberg, former proprietor of the dru 
store at Sixteenth street and Cass avenue, an 
John F. Hassebrock, —_ and Washington 
streets, went out to Creve Couer Lake one of the 
cold days last week to try fishing through the ice. 
They returned displaying several very fine speci- 
mens of the finny tribe, and told of their phe- 
nomenal success. The lake has been thronged 
with fishermen ever since, but all returned empty 
handed, and all claim that the luck changed wit 
the burning of the nearby saloon on the night 
these two gentlemen were out there. Mr. Hasse- 
brock’s clerk tells it that his boss returned via 
the St. Louis Fish Market, with a silver hook. 


Report of the Indiana Board. 


The next regular meeting of the In- 
diana Board of Pharmacy will occur at 
Lafayette, Ind., on April 11, 1900. Al} 
parties desiring application blanks or any 
information should address the secretary, 
C. E. Crecelius, New Albany, Ind. The 
last meeting occurred at Columbus, Ind., 
in the parlors of the St. Denis Hotel. 
There were nine candidates that presented 
themselves for the examination, the fol- 
lowing making the required percentage to 
register as pharmacists: Charles L. Mill- 
heiser, New Albany, Ind.; John August 
Hook, Indianapolis, Ind.; and John H. 
Jones, Evansville, Ind. The following 
were registered as assistant pharmacists: 
Ira C. Willan, Morgantown, Ind.; J. 
Hendricks, Lebanon, Ind., and Sol Gold- 
smith, Indianapolis, Ind. 

The following detailed report of re- 
—_ and expenditures of the board was 
made: 





Receipts: 

3,846 Registered pharmacists ..........++ $7,692 
378 Registered assistant pharmacists..... 378 
19 Registered phar., by examination.... 57 

6 Registered assistant phar., by exam- 
SUID 656.0 3 0-0 saccs dadecee cen cases 12 
: $8,139 
Expenditures: 

By salaries, members of board, secre- 
tary and assistants............c0--+ $1,607.9. 

By expense, postage and expressage.... 201.7 

By expense, office........-eeeeeeeeees 8.95 

By expense, printing and stationery.... 757-96 

By expense, mailing tubes............ 22.50 

$2,599.11 
Total in hands of treasurer, Nov. 1, 
EOOD Sav ceswariwevaccuncessedoese $5,539.89 


In a cabled article in the New York 
“World,” Metchnikoff states that shortly 
he will begin experiments upon human 
beings and mentions a span of 250 years 
of life as among the possibilities. The 
scientific world will be slow to give cre- 
dence to any such prognostications, re- 
calling with sadness the long list of prede- 
cessors of Metchnikoff in the public ex- 
ploitation of more or less scientific spe- 
cifics for everything from senile debility 
to tuberculosis. 
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As Viewed in the West. 


The State of New York druggists are 
at present experiencing the trials and 
tribulations of pharmacy legislative work. 
We have no information as to the source 
or manner of creation of the proposed 
pharmacy law, but a casual examination 
of the document convinces us that it will 
never become a part of the statutes of the 
Empire State. The draft makes the vital 
mistake of empowering the board of phar- 
macy to regulate the practice of phar- 
macy and to regulate the sale of poisons 
within the State of New York, thus leay- 
ing to the few members the responsibility 
of deciding and the obligation of effect- 
ing a regulation of these transactions. 
If, by any chance, the bill should become 
a law, we tremble to think of the criti- 
cisms which must be hurled at the board 
of pharmacy which, through the discre- 
tion of its members, draws up rules and 
enforces plans to regulate the sale of 
poisons and regulate the drug business of 
the State. The average board of phar- 
macy, carrying out the instructions of 
the law, meets with sufficient difficulty 
without being thrown upon its own re- 
sources in the above manner. 

In order to enable the board to prop- 
erly regulate pharmaceutical affairs, the 
law has provided an annual reregistration 
fee of $2 per pharmacist. The plan 
of annual reregistration is a good 
one, and should be a part of each 
State and Territorial pharmacy law; 
but in a State the size of and as thickly 
settled as New York, we believe the fee 
is much too high. The pharmacists are 
likely to be of one mind on this point, 
and we believe that this clause alone is 
sufficient to defeat the bill. 

An up-to-date feature of the law, which 
in itself is not so bad, is that requiring 
the actual name of the proprietor or pro- 
prietors of each store to appear upon its 
sign, “which shall be kept conspicuously 
placed upon the exterior of the prem- 
ises.” Those of our readers who have 
had legislative experience can realize the 
storm of disapproval which this clause 
wi.! bring forth from many quarters. 

The law has a number of good features, 
and it is to be regretted that it was not 
remodeled before presentation to the 
Legislature. We await with interest the 
result of the well-meant efforts of our 
friends in New York.—Prof. H. M. 
Whelpley in “Myer Bros.’ Druggist.” 


Exchange of Registration. 


In commenting on the Toronto-New 
York registration affair, the Buffalo “Ex- 
press” says: “The refusal of the New 
York State Board of Pharmacy to accept 
the diplomas of graduates of Canadian 
colleges of pharmacy has led to retaliatory 
measures on the part of the authorities of 
the Toronto College of Pharmacy. The 
officials of the. latter institution some time 
ago made an effort to induce the College 


of the Province of Quebec to join 
in the retaliation, but the latter 
school declined to act in the mat- 
ter. The Toronto authorities then 


decided to refuse the diplomas of gradu- 
ates of New York colleges and to make 
it compulsory for such graduates to pass 
an examination at the Toronto college 
before practicing in Ontario. The ques- 
tion should be one of standards solely, 
and if it cannot be settled to the satis- 
faction of both parties on this ground 
the only thing left is the requirement of 
examinations. Young pharmacists will 


object to this, but the fact still remains 
that they should be able to pass the ex- 
aminations with considerable ease, if they 
are capable of practicing their profes- 


3 , 


sion.’ 


Heavy Sentence for Selling Phen- 


acetine. 

W. T. James, who has an office at II 
Broadway, was sentenced to four months’ 
imprisonment and fined $4,000 by Judge 
Lacombe in the United States Circuit 
Court on February 10 for contempt of 
court in selling phenacetine in violation 
of an injunction issued last May by Judge 
Lacombe. When the injunction was is- 
sued James, who then had an office at 70 
Broad street, was sentenced to fifteen days 
imprisonment and fined $250 for sell- 
ing the drug. He was also ordered to 
furnish to Commissioner Shields a list of 
the persons who had bought the drug of 
him. The proceeding was brought by E. 
N. Dickerson, acting for the patentees. 

James recently opened an Office at 11 
Broadway, and on January 15 he was 
again arrested charged with contempt of 
court in continuing the sale of the drug. 
He has been kent in jail since. 


Seventy-six Women Pharmacists. 


In making out a new list of all of the 
registered pharmacists on record in the 
State of Michigan at the present date the 
secretary of the Board of Pharmacy, A. 
C. Schumacher, found that there are sev- 
enty-six women registered as pharmacists 
in that State. 





Obituary. 








Alexander Hudnut Dead. 


Alexander Hudnut, founder of the fa- 
mous Hudnut pharmacy, at Ann and 
Broad streets, in the old Herald building, 
died on February 16, at Brighton, Eng- 
land. Hudnut’s pharmacy was founded 
upon a moderate scale in Court street, 
Brooklyn, in 1855. It was, to all appear- 
ance, an ordinary apothecary shop. Upon 
the erection of the Herald Building, at 
Ann street and Broadway, Mr. Hudnut 
leased accommodations for a pharmacy 
and removed his business to New York. 
It was then that his prosperity began. 

Upon the first indication of failing 
health Mr. Hudnut sold his business to 
H. L. Cutter, who had been associated 
with him in business. The price paid 
was $250,000, and the concern was con- 
tinued under the name of Hudnut’s phar- 
macy. 

Mr. Cutter retained the Hudnut phar- 
macy for a short time and then trans- 
ferred it to Frederick F. Anness and 
George H. Bancroft, who, for its control, 
formed a New Jersey corporation. In 
1899 the company went into the hands of 
receivers, with liabilities of $34,000. 

While he lived in America Mr. Hud- 
nut’s residence was in South Orange, N. 
J. Mr. Hudnut was 70 years old, and 
since his health began to fail, several 
years ago, he had lived in France and 
England. It was an attack of the grip in 
1890 that first called to Mr. Hudnut’s at- 
tention the fact that his health was fail- 
ing. He then sold his business after half 
an hour’s barter, and determined to live 
in Europe. Mr. Hudnut had a wide cir- 
cle of friends, both in the United States 
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and in England. His life, however, on 
the Continent was secluded. At the time 
of his death his children were all in 
America. 





Henry Clay Miner. 


Henry Clay Miner, druggist, Congress- 
man and manager, died at his residence 
on Riverside drive in this city on Febru- 
ary 22, at the age of forty-eight. 

The career of “Harry” Miner has been 
marked with more variations than that of 
the average successful business man. He 
was born in this city on March 23, 1842, 
and attended the public school. He de- 
cided to learn the drug business and be- 
came a clerk in the store of Riker & Ber- 
riean, now Riker & Co., of Sixth avenue 
and Twenty-second street. Later he was 
employed in the stores of Charles Hutch- 
ings and Demas Barnes & Co. He also 
read medicine under his brother, Dr. Ed- 
ward Miner, then President of the Brook- 
lyn Medical College. 
© When the Civil War broke out Mr. 
Miner was appointed pharmacist of the 
Mechanics’ and Artisans’ Regiment, sta- 
tioned on Long Island. In a short time 
he returned to his occupation as a drug 
clerk, but ill health caused him to give 
up the. business, and then he became a 
member of the police force, serving for 
two years. Part of the time he did patrol 
duty in the Mercer street precinct. Just 
after he left the police force, he became 
advance agent for Prof. De Courcey, a 
lecturer on medical subjects. He made a 
success of this and in a short time he 
took the road for Signor Blitz, the ma- 
gician and bird trainer. Then he returned 
to New York and started upon his career 
as manager and owner of theaters. 

Mr. Miner had an active career as 
manager of stars. Among those who 
played under his management were Mrs. 
James Brown Potter, Eleanor Duse, Wil- 
liam Terriss, who was later assassinated 
in London; Jessie Millward, McKee Ran- 
kin, and Joseph Haworth. 

At various times Mr. Miner had con- 
trolled a number of theaters, including the 
London, People’s, Miner’s Bowery, the 
present Third Avenue Theater, Miner’s 
Eighth Avenue Theater, the Brooklyn 
Theater, Miner’s Grand of Detroit, Mich.; 
Miner’s Newark, N. J., and the Fifth 
Avenue Theater of this city. 

Besides his theatrical interests Mr. Mi- 
ner controlled the H. C. Miner Litho- 
graphing Company, the H. C. Miner 
Drug Company, with two stores, one on 
the Bowery and the other in One Hun- 
dred and Twenty-fifth street. He also 
had large railroad and mining interests, 
and owned considerable real estate. 

In politics Mr. Miner was a Democrat 
and a member of the Democratic Club. 
Only once did he enter active political life 
and that was when he was elected to the 
Fifty-fourth Congress from the Ninth 
District of this city. 





A recent death in the proprietary trade 
which has occasioned much regret among 
those who knew her was that of Mrs. 
Kellogg, proprietor of the Imperial 
Chemical Manufacturing Company, hair 
regenerator manufacturer, of 133 West 
Twenty-third street. Mrs. Kellogg died 
after a short illness. She was noted as a 
business woman to her very finger tips, 
and those who had occasion to deal with 
her in the trade cannot speak too 
highly of her many sterling qualities. 
She is sycceeded by her son. 
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The Paris Exposition. 





List of Exhibitors. 

Chicago, Feb. 20.—From the official list 
it appears that Group 14 in the American 
exhibit at Paris will contain some notable 
displays of the products of factories in the 
United States. This group is devoted to 
chemistry and the allied arts, pharmaceu- 
tical products, soaps and perfumes being 
put under the same classification. The 
list of exhibitors from the Pacific coast 
is large, wines and mineral waters being 
given the greatest prominence by them. 
One of the most unusual features of the 
exhibit will be the showing to be made by 
perfume men. They evidently consider 
that they are going into the heart of the 
enemy’s country and that they must do 
something notable. Among the 7,500 
names of exhibitors on the general list 
appeared the following: 

The A. H. Andrews Co., Chicago. 
mour & Co., Chicago. 

Walter Baker & Co., Limited, Dorches- 
ter, Mass.; Barrett Chemical Company, 
New York city; Battle Creek Sanitarium 
Health Food Company, Battle Creek, 
Mich.; Bausch & Lomb Optical Com- 
pany, Rochester, N. Y.; Bear Lithia 
Water Company, Bear Lithia, Va.; Bor- 
den Condensed Milk Company, New 
York city; A. R. Bremer Company, Chi- 
cago; Bundy Manufacturing Company, 
Binghamton, N. Y. 

The Cook & Bernheimer Company, 
New York city; The Cuprigraph Com- 
pany, Chicago. 

Eastman Kodak Company, Rochester, 

Y.; Empire State Wine Company, 
Penn Yan, N. Y. 

Fairchild Bros. & Foster, New York 
a French Lick Springs, French Lick, 
nd. 


Ar- 


Germania Wine Company (Edward) 
Los Angeles, Cal.; German Wine Cellar 
ampnny Hammondsport and Rheims, 


Hinde & Dauch, New York city; Hor- 
lick’s Food Company, Racine, Wis.; The 
H. G. Hotchkiss International Prize Es- 
sential Oil Company, Lyons, N. Y. 

Lake Keuka Wine Company, Ham- 
mondsport, N. Y.; Lambert_ Pharmacal 
Company, St. Louis, Mo.; Libby, Mc- 
Neill & Libby, Chicago; Lippincott & 
Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; Lord & Thomas, 
Chicago; Geo. Lorenz, Toledo, O. 

Michigan Carbon Works Company, 
Detroit, Mich. 

National Cash Register Company, Day- 
ton, O.; Nepera Chemical Company, Ne- 
pera Park, N. Y.; New Hammondsport 
Wine Company, Hammondsport, N. Y. 

Photo Materials Company, Rochester, 
N. Y.; Pleasant Valley Wine Company, 
Rheims, N. Y. 

Alexander H. Revell & Co., Chicago; 
Rheinstrom, Bettman, Johnson & Co., 
Cincinnati, O. 

Saegertown Mineral Springs Company, 
Saegertown, Pa.; Sanitas Nut Food 
Company, Battle Creek, Mich.; Seabury 
& Johnson, New York city; Swift and 
Company, Chicago. 

Thomsen Chemical Company, Balti- 
more, Md.; Albert M. Todd, Kalamazoo, 
Mich. : 

United States Playing Card Company, 
Cincinnati, O. 

Urbana Wine Company, Urbana, N. Y. 

The Welch Grape Juice Company, 
Westfield, N. Y.: Whiting Paper Com- 
pany, Holyoke, Mass. 








Drummerdom. 
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GEORGE C. WRIGHT. 


MALLINKRODT 
IN THE NORTHWEST. 


REPRESENTATIVE 
CHEMICAL Co. 


LatTE OF THE 


George C. Wright, who for the past eighteen 
years has represented the Mallinkrodt Chemical 
Company, of St. Louis, in the North and West 
making occasional trips to the Pacific coast, died 
on Feb. 20, at Wheeling, W. Va., of pneumonia. 

Mr. Wright was a native of Kentucky, and re- 
ceived his education and preliminary business 
training in Louisville. While still a very young 
man, he went on the road as a salesman for the 
wholesale drug firm of Stewart & Barry, of In- 
dianapolis, whom he left after several years’ 
service to travel for Bart & Hickock, of Cincin- 
nati, who dealt in druggists’ sundries. Some 
pe arm ears since, Mr. Wright joined the staff 
of the Mallinkrodt Chemical Company, and has 
been with that firm ever since. He made his 
home in Chicago, and leaves a widow, but no 
children. Mr. Wright was one of the best- 
known and most popular travelers in the dru 
trade in the United States. He was a man o 
fine appearance, charming personality, and most 
engaging manners, and his death will be mourned 
by a wide circle of devoted friends. 





BOSTON. 


busy tri 
and ably represents the Seow 
Chemical Works. 

W. D. Shattuck, agent for Parker, Stearns & 
Sutton, of New York, has a number of friends 
among the trade. A visit from him means busi- 
ness, and his recent trip was of the usual hust- 
ling order. 

Mrs. Clara’ Waller, representing H. M. Alex- 
ander ‘o., of Chicago, recently visited the 
Hub. Her specialty is vaccine virus. 

C. J. Polman has been showing his energy and 
business ability and visited us during the course 
of his rounds. The Denver Chemical Company 
and antiphlogistine are well represented during 
these events. : 

Joseph. D. Gomez, agent for Rubinat Llorach 
Water, New York,, has just. completed his order 
work, with very safisfactory results. 


T. P. Cook has had a 
in this section, 
ork Quinine and 


Contributions for this column are invited. For available 
dealing with the news of traveling salesmen payment will be made. 
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BUFFALO. The traveling drug sales- 
; man has a decided liking for 
bowling, and as the Buffalo druggists always do 
a turn at that game every Friday afternoon some 
of them are commonly present. Last Friday 
there were —— Raymond Foster, who travels 
for Schieffelin & Co., and W. F. Sohni, with the 
New York Paper Box Company. 


C. M. Badgley, who takes the place of W. A. 
Robinson as representative of the chemical house 
of Charles Pfizer & Co., has lately made the 
3uffalo round and proceeded to other fields. 


S. Leerburger, of the house of Leerburger 
Brothers, essential oils, etc., but who does not 
usually cover this territory, has lately called on 
= Buffalo drug trade and done some good busi- 

ess. 


Frank J. Roe, who sells gums, vanilla, etc., f 
the New York house of David’ E Green & Co., 
was in Buffalo early in the mouth, looking after 


the trade of the firm. 

N,. J. Lang, a good man, who represents three 
good houses in Yonkers, the New York Phar- 
macal —— be 5 en Chemical Com- 
pany, an e Palisade Manufacturi 
stopped here this month. Cietiiinetnen 


_ An occasional visitor to the Buffalo druggist 
is J. M. Baird, who comes in the interest or ie 
Charles E. Hires Company, vanilla, etc., is due 
here this week. ; 


Another salesman whom the Buffalo trade does 
not see so very often is B. C. Hallowell, who car- 
ries sponges for Louden & Hill, will be here at 
the end of the month. 


R. K. McKnight, formerly with the Morgan 
Envelope Company, but now the representative 
of the S. Worthington Paper Company, is still 
on this route, and sells to the drug trade with his 
old-time readiness, as is shown by his late visit. 

William Foster Rowe, 


ROCHESTER. 
with Whitall, Tatum & Co. 
reports trade very good. After twenty years? 
experience in the glass business, he is quite 
copete of giving practical talks on that indus- 
y. 


Mr. Westlake, the genial representative of Rog- 
ers & Pyatt, New York, comes in cheerfully an 
appropriates unto himself a goodly share of our 
orders for their line of goods. 


C. J. Snow, of the firm of C. W. Snow & Co., 
of Syracuse, called upon the trade last week. 


R. G. Callmeyer, lately with Warwick Frtres, 
dealer in essential oils, etc., of New York, is now 
representing Antoine Chiris of France in the 
same line of articles. He was in Rochester re- 
cently in the interest of his new employer. 


M. W. Joslyn does not seem to find any dif- 
ficulty in making large sales of the goods of the 
Eastern Drug Company, successors to George C. 
Goodwin & Co., of Boston. 


Valentine’s day brought to us J. H. Dowler, 
Jr., and if he did not carry the usual greetings 
of the good old saint, he did bring some fine, 
samples of the products of the Vineland Grape 
Juice Company. 


'W. D. Brenn visited Rochester on_his recent 
trip north. He represents Tyler & Finch Com-. 
pany, of New York. 


B. C. Hallowell, the genial and energetic sales- 
man of Louden & Hill, Philadelphia, exhibited 
to Rochester druggists a choice line of sponges, 
chamois skins, etc., and caught their February 
orders right and left. 


Albert J. Squires is hustling for the Etna 
Chemical Company, of New York: e has just 
managed to gather in a number of large orders 
from the Rochester trade. 
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E. A. Coffin, of the firm of Ladd & Coffin, does 
mot believe in being outdone in the perfume 
business. He has gone, and with him have also 
one our orders for Lundborg’s celebrated per- 
umes. 


William T. Case is traveling in the interest of 
C. F. Boehringer & Soehne, of Germany, whose 
branch in New York is managed by Emil Levi. 
His success in Rochester during this present 
month speaks well for him as a salesman. 


PHILADELPHIA. A. C. Richardson, a new 
man in this sorrteory, is 
earnestly striving to sell fruit juices for J. Hun- 
gerford Smith Company of Rochester. 


G. H. Monohan is on the rounds for the Stand- 
ard Flint Glass Works of this city. 


E. L. Houghtaling has again been with us in 
behalf of the New York Consolidated Card Com- 
pany. 4 


The Oakdale Chemical Works of this city, 
through Mr. Charles Leichner, is making a push 
for trade. 


C. F. Hershey is snaacrtocmge, | puting aromatin 
for the Iron Milk Company of Baltimore. 


George A. Paturel, of F. Paturel & Co., of 
New York, has returned from a two years’ visit 
to France, and called on the trade in this city. 


D._G. E. Musselman, formerly of Twentieth 
and Parrish streets, has accepted a position with 
the H. K. Mulford Company, of Philadelphia. 


Our worthy R. Wirth has again brightened us 
by his countenance, and again inveigled us into 
buying more goods from Fougera of New York, 
but it’s worth the money just to see Rudolph 
again. 


Charies M. Edwards has again departed, this 
time to Pittsburg, and we all hope our friends 
in the Smoky City will give him the best they 
have, for he is entitled to it, and so is his firm, 
Gilpin, Langdon & Co., of Baltimore. 


Charles Sawyer, who is here doing detail work 
among physicians for Fougera & Co. is also busy 

rfecting himself in the “‘parlez vous’ language. 

ome say he is anticipating a bridal trip to the 
Paris Exposition. 


A. B. Willson, resident salesman for George 
Luders & Co., of New York, nas returned from 
a business trip to Richmond, Washington and 
Baltimore, and reports a good trip. 


CINCINNATI. T. G. Hastings, repre- 
senting Thos. H. Houchin 
& Co., of New York, was here recently. 


G. C. Healy, representing Johnson & Johnson, 
the plaster manufacturers, was here last week. 


One of the popular hustlers who visited Cin- 
cinnati recently was Charles Diehl, representing 
the Pictorial Printing Company, of Chicago. 


The National Sponge and Chamois Company, 
of New York, was represented here last week by 
Moses Stern, a well-known young hustler. 


J. L. Lambright, who claims to snap himself 
from one city to another with a rubber band, was 
here recently, representing the Goodrich Com- 
pany. 


D. B. Martin was another traveling tourist who 
was “rubbering” around among local jobbers re- 
cently in the interest of the Seamless Rubber 


mpany. 

CHICAGO. F. E. Perry, who repre- 

sents Hance Brothers & 

White in Missouri, with Kansas City as head- 

quarters, writes in that he is doing an immense 
business in soda water requisites. 


Eli Lily, Jr., representing the Morley Drug 
Company in the West, has recently been sending 
in large orders for Bromo Celery. 


J. H. Odbert is visiting at his home in Canton, 
Ohio. 


A. R. Brewer is stirring up things among the 
Coke Dandruff agencies in the East. 


Mr. McDade, of Olney & McDade, of scent 


Towa, was in Chicago recently, for the purpose o 
placing orders with salesmen. 


C. F. Moore, who represents Hance Brothers 
& White’s Chicago office in Wisconsin and Mich- 
igan, was in town recently. 

C. C. Lake is now representing Eli Lily & Co. 
and is assisting H. S. Leonard to corral orders o 
the Chicago druggist. Mr. Lake has been with 
D.R. Dyche & Co. for a number of years, and 


was at one time on the payroll of Armour & Co. 
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It should be understood that 





prices are paid for retail lots. 
| | necessitates a wide range of prices. 


Condition of Trade. 
New York, Feb. 23. 


LTHOUGH the liberal purchases in 
the opening weeks of the month 
served to improve the stocks in the 

hands of interior merchants and contrib- 
uted to a more restricted inquiry, the 
business of the fortnight has been of satis- 
factory propertions, and the transactions 
of the period compare well in the aggre- 
gate with the business of the correspond- 
ing period of last year. Of strictly new 
features the market is rather bare. Quin- 
ine maintains its firmness, the advances 
in the price of bark at the monthly auc- 
tion sale in London on the 2oth inst. serv- 
ing to materially strengthen the views of 
holders, and a further advance in the price 
of the alkaloid and its salts is anticipated 
from manufacturers. A further reduction 
in the price of cocaine muriate was an- 
nounced on the Igth inst. and the position 
of this article is somewhat unsettled; for 
while Truxillo coca leaves are in im- 
proved demand and command slightly 
higher prices for the different grades, the 
Huanuco variety of leaf is offering freely 
at lower prices. Creosote has advanced 
in value and the circumstance is excit- 
ing comment in some quarters, the ques- 
tion being asked as to whether it is more 
than a mere coincidence that values on 
this article should advance simultaneously 
with the price of carbolic acid and other 
coal tar products. Whatever the reason 
may be it is evident that purchasers will 
now be obliged to pay something more 
nearly approaching the price of genuine 
wood creosote so long as the embargo 
on carbolic acid remains effective. A 
scarcity in castor dil beans has prompted 
manufacturers to advance their quota- 
tions on castor oil, and the revised range 
is quoted in this issue. A shortage in 
the production of olive oil makes holders 
firmer in their views and rumors are in 
circulation regarding attempts on the part 
of large holders to corner the output for 
this year and it is conceded abroad that 
America holds the key to the olive oil 
situation. The market taken as a whole 
is in good shape and the outlook for a 
profitable spring trade is very promising. 
The changes since our last report are in- 
dicated in the table below: 





The Drug «4 Chemical Market. 


Review of the Wholesale Drug Trade. 


are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that higher 
The quality of goods frequently 


the prices quoted in this report 








Higher. Lower. S 
—. Cocaine muriate. 

amphor. Coca leaves, Huanuco. 
Castor oil. Menthol. 


Oil wintergreen. 
Balsam Tolu. 
Salicylic acid. 
Carbolic acid. 


Citric acid. 
Cinchonidine sulph. 
Buchu leaves. 
Tartaric acid. 


Tannic acid. Opium. 
Guarana. Ginseng. 
Tinnevelly senna. Pink root. 
Manna. Valerian root. 
Nutgalls. Mustard seed. 
Bees’ wax. 

Oil myrbane. 

Sumac. 


Balsam copaiba, Para. 
Chlorate potash. 
Cacao butter. 

Gum chicle. 


DRUGS. 
Acetanilid is still affected by the keen 
competition among holders, and sales o 
barrel lots are making at 18c. 


Aicohol continues in steady, fair de- 
mand at nominally unchanged prices for 
grain. Wood is finding sale in a jobbing 
way at prices on the basis of goc for 95 
per cent. 


Arnica flowers continue firm in the face 
of a good jobbing inquiry and somewhat 
restricted supplies; quoted 9c to 1oc. 


Balsams have been in active demand 
during the interval and prices for Para 
copaiba are firmer and slightly higher. 
Tolu is offered more freely, holders being 
willing sellers at 28c to 3Ic, as to quan- 
tity. Peru is jobbing fairly in a quiet way 
at $1.50 to $1.55. Fir balsams are with- 
out change of consequence either as re- 
gards price or demand. 


Beeswax is held higher by most dealers 
and out quotations are revised to corre- 
spond with the new prices. 


Benzoic acid is held higher by manu- 
facturers’ agents, the leading brands of 
English having been advanced to 12%c to 
13c per ounce. German has not varied in 
the interval, 46c to 47c being still quoted. 


Cacao butter has advanced in sympathy 
with the foreign market and bulk is now 
quoted at 44c, and 12-lb. boxes 47c to 48c. 


Camphor monobromate has advanced 
in price in sympathy with the stronger 
position of the gum, and $1.20 is now 
named for quantity lots. 


Cinchonidine sulphate continues to 
stiffen in value and recent sales of bulk 
have been at 3Ic. 


Citric acid continues to maintain its 
upward tendency, and manufacturers have 
announced another advance of 3c per 
pound, making the revised range for do- 
mestic 41c to 41%4c. 


Coca leaves are in improved demand 
and firmer with holders of Truxilloquot- 
ing 23c to 24c, a large sale being quoted 
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at the inside figure. Huanuco are offered 
more freely, at say 32c to 34c. 


Cocaine muriate continues temporarily 
on the down grade. Manufacturers an- 
nounced a reduction of 75c per ounce on 
the roth inst. quoting bulk and one ounce 
vials in lots of 25 ounces at $5.75 to $4.80. 


Cubeb berries are in moderate demand 
with sales of XX reported at 7%4c to 8c, 
and common and ordinary at 6c to 7c. 


Cuttlefish bone is firmly sustained at 
20c for prime Trieste and 17c for French. 
The demand continues of average jobbing 
proportions. 


Ergot continues in firm position in 
view of the prevailing scarcity and Rus- 
sian is firmly sustained at 65c to 7oc, and 
Spanish 85c to $1.10. 


Guarana has advanced since our last 
owing to scarcity and holders are firmer 
in their views at 43c to 45c. 


Lycopodium continues in good job- 
bing demand with firm prices ruling. The 
seasonable demand will shortly set in and 
orders are not being booked at the mo- 
ment lower than 48c to 5oc for ordinary 
and 52c to 53c for Politz. 


Menthol is weak and unsettled and the 
lower prices at present prevailing are the 
result more of existing competition be- 
tween manufacturers rather than natural 
causes. We quote the range at $2.75 to 
$2.85 for Japanese. 


Opium continues in limited demand 
and holders show a disposition to freer 
offerings, which, however, has had little 
appreciable effect upon the market, the 
majority of buyers being satisfied to cover 
requirements by the purchase of small 
quantities. Sales during the interval were 
at $3.05 to $3.10 as to quantity and holder. 
Powdered, is selling in a jobbing way at 
$3.90 to $4. 


Quinine has sold fairly during the in- 
terval and prices appear to be firmly es- 
tablished at 35c to 37c for bulk. The ten- 
dency of the market is upward and hold- 
ers are indifferent sellers, though we hear 
of some sales from second hands at a frac- 
tion below the quotations of manufac- 
turers’ agents. 


Senna leaves are in slightly better sup- 
ply and natural Alexandria are easier 
with toc to 12c generally quoted; sales of 
garbled and sifted at 18c to 25c, and Tin- 
nevelly 12c to 17c. 


Vanillin is offered lower from some 
holders and a heavy drop in the price of 
this article is looked for at an early date. 
Already declines of about 20c per ounce 
have been announced, and $1 per ounce is 
quoted for lots of 100 ounces with corre- 
spondingly higher quotations named for 
smaller quantities. 


DYESTUFFS. 


Cutch is firmer and higher for refined, 
which is now quoted 6c to 6%, an ad- 
vance of %c per pound to offset the tariff 
duty now imposed on this article. 


Gambier continues scarce upon the spot 
and held at 3%c to 4c. 


Nutgalls, blue Aleppo, continue scarce 
and with the small available supply un- 
der good control holders are offering 
with the greatest reserve at the range of 
23c to 24c. 


_ Sumac is steadier and holders are quot- 
ing $65 to $70. 


CHEMICALS. 

Alum is finding fair jobbing sale, and 
there is a fair business doing in contract 
orders at manufacturers’ quotations, or 
say $1.75 to $1.85 for lump, $1.85 to $1.95 
for ground and $3 to $4 for powdered. 


Bleaching powder is slightly easier in 
tone, owing to recent arrivals, and lead- 
ing brands are now quoted 2%c to 25%c, 
and 2% to 23¢c as to quantity. 


Boric acid is passing out to the trade 
in satisfactory volume at manufacturers’ 
quotations, 10%4c to ric for crystals, and 
I1c to 11!4c for powdered. 


Cream tartar is well sustained at cur- 
rent values; the range of the market is 
224%4c to 22M%c. 


Chlorate of potash is under good con- 
trol and prices are higher in most in- 
stances, English being now quoted 10%c. 
and other makes toc to 10%c for crystals 
and powdered respectively. 


Citric acid is scarce and with an im- 
proved demand higher prices are ob- 
tained. Crystals held at 41c to 41%4c for 
barrels and kegs respectively. 


Iodine, resublimed, is passing out ac- 
tively into channels of consumption at the 
recent advance to $3.15 to $3.20 as to 
quantity. 


Mercurials are well sustained and val- 
ues are firm at the revised quotations of 
41c to 42c for blue pill, 83c to 85c for 
calomel, 74c to 76c for corrosive subli- 
mate, 47c to 48c for 50 per cent. ointment, 
38c to 30c for 331-3 per cent. ointment, 
9g3c to 95c for red precipitate, 98c to $1 
for white. 


Nitrate of soda is dull and unsettled 
with $1.95 to $2 quoted for spot lots, and 
$1.67% to $1.80 for futures. 


Oxalic acid has been actively inquired 
for, and the tone of the market is ex- 
ceedingly strong, with holders reluctant 
to part with stock upon the basis of 6c to 
6%c, an advance over previous quota- 
tions. 


Tannic acid has been advanced by the 
manufacturers to the basis of 80c per 
pound for barrel lots. 


Tartaric acid continues in fair demand, 
manufacturers being perhaps the largest 
purchasers and quotations from first 
hands are well sustained at 32c to 32%c 
powdered. 


ESSENTIAL OILS, 


Anise has become a trifle stronger in 
tone, and quotations are now $1.45 to 
$1.471%4 as to quantity. 


Cassia is not taken with any spirit and 
values are lower with 75c to 85c quoted. 


Citronella is slightly easier and recent 
sales have been at 23c to 23%c and 24c 
to 24%c for drums and cans. 


Clove is well sustained in the face of 
the advancing tendency in spice and 
57%4c appears an inside figure for quan- 
tity lots. 


Cubeb remains quiet and quotations 
are lower in some instances with 60c to 
7oc generally quoted. 


Sweet orange is improving in tone and 
$1.70 to $1.85 is now quoted. 


Wintergreen is in better supply and the 
tone of the market i§ easier with recent 
sales at $1.85 to $1.95 as'to ‘holder. 
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Wormseed is easier and holders now 
offer at $1.15 to $1.25. 


GUMS, 


Arabic of the different grades is well 
sustained at current values; first picked 
quoted at 45c to 50c, second 32c to 40¢, 
and sorts 14%c to 15%c. 


Asafoetida continues in light supply 
and with an improved demand, prices re- 
main noticeably firm at 18c to 21c for 
good to prime and 13c to 16c for com- 
mon. 


Benzoin is steady in moderate demand 
with quotations for Sumatra firmly main- 
eg at 27%c to 37%c, and Siam 97c 
to $I. 


Camphor has maintained its upward 
tendency and another advance in price is 
announced from domestic refiners who 
now quote 54c to 54%c for barrels and 
cases respectively. The supply of crude 
is very limited and little is coming for- 
ward. Japanese refined in ounces has 
been advanced to 57c to 58c. 


Chicle is working into stronger posi- 
tion and quotations have been advanced 
to 34c to 35c. 


Senegal continues in steady moderate 
request and the market is firm at 15c to 
24c for picked, and 13c to 14c for sorts. 


Tragacanth remains quiet, but the mar- 
ket is steady at 60c to 7oc for first Aleppo, 
50c to 60c for second, 75c to 85c for first 
Turkey, 5oc to 55c to second, and 4oc to 
45c for third, according to quantity. 


ROOTS, 


Althea is in steady request, and as the 
available supply is limited, prices are well 
sustained at 13c to 14c for whole, and 16c 
to 19c for new crop cut. 


Ipecac is dull and unsettled and orders 
are taken at $2.90, which appears to be 
the inside figure. 


Sarsaparilla is held within the range of 
7c to gc, sales at the inside figure being 
restricted to small bale lots. 


Senega is quoted at 47c to 48c for Min- 
nesota, and jobbing sales are making at 
this range; Southern offers at 45c. 

SEEDS. 


Canary, Smyrna, is without improve- 
ment; 2%c to 23%4 asked for Smyrna, and 
2% to 3c for Sicily. 


Mustard is slightly lower, California 
yellow held and selling in small lots at 
4%c to 5c; German yellow, 3%c to 4c, 
and Bari brown, 6c to 6%c. 


Caraway is easier and we note sales of 
Dutch at 534 to 6c. 








Hints to Buyers 

















The new price list of Seabury & John- 
son is being issued to the trade, and we 
advise every druggist who may have been 
overlooked in the distribution to make 
this known by means of a postal card ad- 
dressed to Seabury & Johnson, 59-61 
Maiden lane, New York. 


An instructive little booklet regarding 
suppository machines has just been pre- 
pared b ox, Fu'tz & Co., 31 Warren 
street, New York, and 18 Blackstone 
street, Boston, who will promptly forward 
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a copy to correspondents mentioning 
THE AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

The Crown Perfumery Company direct 
special attention to the recent change of 
the address of their depot of American 
importation to No. 343 Broadway, New 
York City. They have issued a very art- 
istic catalogue, a copy of which can be 
obtained by writing to the address given. 

A list of domestic remedies that are 
growing in popularity and prove ready 
sellers on account of the attractive way in 
which they are put up and advertised, are 
Dr. Holtin’s Remedies. The list as 
manufactured by the Holtin Chemical 
Company, of 93 and 95 Maiden lane, is 
given in their advertisement in this issue. 

Suspensory bandages are best pur- 
chased from the makers, and there is 
money to be made in selling such well 
known makes as the “U. S. Army” and 
“Saratoga” suspensories as advertised in 
this issue by S. E. G. Rawson Co., of 
Saratoga, N. Y., when you write to chis 
firm for a price list mention THE AMERI- 
CAN DRUGGIST. 

When in want of any of the standard 
pharmaceutical products of Burroughs, 
Wellcome & Co., bear in mind that Fair- 
child Bros. & Foster, New York, are the 
American agents for these goods, which 
include the trade marks: “Tabloid,” “So- 
loid,” “Hazeline,” “Saxine,” “Enule” and 
“Valule.” A catalogue and price list will 
be sent on application. 

The number of druggists who find it 
profitable to own a small printing press 
for turning out advertising cards, circu- 
lars, etc., is constantly increasing. In 
this issue will be found the advertisement 
of the Press Company, of Meriden, 
Conn., who offer presses for sale at prices 
ranging from $5 to $18. Send a stamp 
to the address named for catalogue of 
presses, type, etc. 

The preference shown by physicians for 
Fairchild’s Essence of Pepsine has been 
won strictly on the merits of the prepara- 
tion, which is always uniform in its com- 
position and certain in its effects. Drug- 
gists cannot be too careful about respect- 
ing the specifications of physicians in 
their prescriptions for this article, which 
is supplied in all sizes of containers, from 
a half-pint to a gallon bottle. 

Your store can be made wonderfully 
attractive by putting in a new show case 
to replace that antiquated and cumber- 
some piece of furniture which now de- 
tracts from the appearance of your coun- 
ter. Under the heading, “A Queer Case,” 
the Heyman Company, of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., have something very pertinent to 
say in this issue on this subject. We re- 
fer you to the advertising columns. 

A series of very attractive pictures of 
famous horses is offered free to druggists 
who make application to the Lawrence- 
Williams Company, Cleveland, O. The 
object of the pictures, which are intended 
for gratuitous distribution among cus- 
tomers, is to advertise the merits of Gom- 
bault’s Caustic Balsam, a remedy in con- 
siderable use among veterinarians for the 
cure of curb, splint, spavin, etc., in horses. 


The enormous d mand for Abbey’s Ef- 
fervescent Salt which has followed the ex- 
tensive and steady advertising done by 
the Abbey Effervescent Salt Company, 
makes it highly important for druggists 
to keep this ready seller in stock. It is 


put up in three sizes, retailing at 25c, 50c 
and $1.00 per bottle. Trade price list and 
advertising matter are sent on application 








by the main office, 9 to 15 Murray street, 
New York. 

Gill’s Seamless Tin Boxes, plain, lac- 
quered and decorated, are sold by whole- 
sale druggists and druggists’ sundrymen 
everywhere at factory prices, a point 
which is brought out prominently in the 
advertisement of W. A. Gill & Co. in the 
advertising columns of this. issue. Drug- 
gists who may desire a complete illustrat- 
ed price list of Gill’s Seamless Tin Boxes 
should send request on a postal card to 
W. A. Gill & Co., Columbus, O. 

Neatness in dispensing is an essential 
for the success of a prescription pharm- 
acy. The necessary finish to a bottle is 
obtained with the Bottle Caps made by 
the John J. Crooke Company, of New 
York and Chicago. The tinfoil and gold 
tissue foil for wrappers of which this firm 
are the manufacturers are in constantly 
increasing use in the leading drug stores. 
Send for prices to 186 Grand street, New 
York, or 80 Illino’s street, Chicago. 


The reputation which the “Perfecto” 
line of fruit juices made by Crandall & 
Godley Company, 157 Franklin street, 
New York, has gained is based upon 
nothing but true merit. But this has 
been so generally recognized by the drug 
trade that a very considerable demand has 
resulted. As the soda water season is 
now approaching druggists would do 
well to correspond with the house and 
_ for one of their neat “Perfecto” book- 
ets. 

The attention of our readers is directed 
to the advertisement in this issue of the 
H. K. Mulford Company, of Philadelphia 
and Chicago. Mulford’s Glycerinized 
Lymph represents the most reliable form 
of vaccine which a druggist can handle, 
the firm guaranteeing 100 per cent. suc- 
cessful vaccinations in primary cases. No 
further argument should be necessary to 
induce the trade to push the sale of this 
brand of vaccine, particularly as its effi- 
ciency is well known to physicains. 

Eyeglasses and spectacles are a most 
profitable side line. To sell them to ad- 
vantage requires, however, a knowledge 
of ophthalmology and the fitting of 
glasses. Every druggist who desires to 
acquire this knowledge quickly and at a 
small cost should write for particulars of 
the correspondence and_ attendance 
courses of the Northern Illinois College 
of Ophthalmology and Otology, 1015 Ma- 
sonic Temple, Chicago, George W. Mc- 
Fatrich, M.D., secretary. This is the lead- 
ing Optical College of America. 

Among the staple articles of stock for 
which there is a fairly regular demand in 
drug stores, Mocking Bird Food is one 
that pays a good margin of profit. It is 
an article that, however, requires to be 
of uniform composition to give satisfac- 
tion, and the advantage of keeping a well 
tested preparation like McAllister’s, 
which has been the standard of bird foods 
for twenty years, need not be enlarged 
upon. It may be ordered through job- 
bing druggists or from the manufacturer, 
M. A. McAllister, 69 Cortlandt street, 
New York. 

The physiological standardization of 
drugs or the testing of drugs on the liv- 
ing animals whereby their reliability and 
certainty of action are assured is carried 
out in this country in only one laboratory 
equipped for the especial purpose—that of 
Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit. Many veg- 
etable drugs do not respond to chemi- 
cal tests, among others aconite, cannabis 
indica, ergot, digitalis, strophanthus, etc., 
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and if fluid extracts of these drugs are 
wanted which have been standardized aft- 
er the physiological method, it is only 
necessary to specify P. D. & Co.’s make 
in orders on your wholesaler. 

So many disappointing compounds are 
on the market for the cure of hemor- 
rhoids that it is a real pleasure to wel- 
come a preparation like Anusol Supposi- 
tories, that can be recommended with 
every confidence of proving a specific 
cure for this painful disease. Anusol is a 
combination of bismuth with iodoresor- 
cin sulphuric acid and the suppositories 
each contain about ten grains of the drug 
combined with zinc oxide, Peru balsam 
and the excipient. Literature relating to 
this and other new remedies can be ob- 
tained on application to Schering & 
Glatz, 58 Maiden lane, New York. 

The importance of using only the very 
finest grades of white wax in the manu- 
facture of cold creams and similar prep- 
arations, into which beeswax enters as 
an ingredient, is recognized by all pharm- 
aceutical authorities. This is the secret of 
the success of many of the more popular 
creams which are advertised to the pub- 
lic. The best brands of wax are no more 
expensive than the disappointing kinds, 
and to obtain them it is only necessary 
to specify “Leonhard’s” in your orders to 
wholesale dealers. If your jobber does 
not keep Leonhard’s T L or Diamond L 
brands, and you wish to satisfy yourself 
of the superior excellence of these brands, 
write to Theodor Leonhard, Paterson, N. 
J., who will send you a free sample. 


A Money Maker. 


Jones’ excelsior mixers and sifters have 
been very successfully sold in a quiet way 
for a number of years, and hundreds of 
druggists have availed themselves of the 
advantages derived from their use. 

The manufacture of them has now been 
placed in the hands of Wilmot Castle & 
Co., of Rochester, N. Y., the well known 
makers of the Arnold milk sterilizers, 
who have materially improved them in 
many points of construction without in- 
creasing their price. 

They are now made entirely of metal 
instead of partly of wood, which was al- 
ways likely to shrink and cause trouble. 
The shell is in one piece, thus preventing 
the escape of any powder between the cyl- 
inder and base. 

The front head of the cylinder can be 
taken off and the fans removed and the 
inside thoroughly cleaned in a few mo- 
ments when a change of powder is to be 
made. 

The machine holds the ingredients in 
the cylinder and thoroughly mixes them, 
rubbing out all lumps with an elastic rub- 
ber and stiff brush, set on a strong re- 
volving frame. A few turns of the han- 
dle accomplishes this. The slide is then 
removed and the same process quickly 
sifts the product to any degree of fine- 
ness desired, into a drawer in the base. _ 

By the use of one of these mixers and 
sifters, druggists can manufacture their 
own tooth powders, face powders, head- 
ache powders, dyspepsia powders, con- 
dition powders and the finest grade of 
baking powder, at a comparative small 
cost, thereby greatly increasing their. 
profits. 

The manufacturers furnish valuable for- 
mulz to every purchaser. For full par- 
ticulars write Wilmot Castle & Co., 
Rochester, N. Y., mentioning THe 
AMERICAN DruacIsT. 
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Ergot in Short Supply. 


The great stringency in the supplies of 
ergot which has caused a marked advance 
in the price of the drug has been several 
times referred to in our market report. 
In view of the scant supplies of this im- 
portant drug available, E. R. Squibb & 
Sons have sent out the following interest- 
ing note to physicians and pharmacists: 

Spanish Ergot of official U. S. P. qual- 
ity, of this year’s growth (1899) and free 
from admixture with old Ergot, has been 
and is extremely scarce and high in price, 
and from the combined effects of the 
Spanish War and the unremunerative 
prices obtained for the Ergot crops of 
several years past, it has been impossible 
for the undersigned to obtain this winter 
more than about half their usual supply, 
and this only through being early in the 
market with absolutely unlimited prices, 
buying whenever and wherever it was to 
be had of proper kind and quality in any 
of the large markets of the world, gen- 
erally at four to five times the former 
figures. 

The undersigned feel confident that 
they have done the best that could be 
done and very much regret that the net 
result is but little more than half a supply 
of Ergot preparations for the year 1900. 
They would therefore beg of those physi- 
cians who realize the importance of Ergot 
and of having it conform strictly to the 
U. S. P. requirements of kind and quali- 
ty, and who have been in the habit of 
getting the supplies of this Laboratory, 
to economize its use and to urge their 
pharmacists to do the same. 

In the ordinary use of a medicine like 
this probably some 25 per cent. of it is 
lost in various ways. If this loss can be 
avoided and the usage be economized it 
may be hoped that small lots of the prop- 
er Ergot, sufficient to take out the sup- 
ply, may be picked up from abroad so 
that no patient who needs it will be de- 
prived of its use.—E. R. Squibb & Son. 


The Carbolic Acid Proclamation. 


The following is the text of the procla- 
mation by the Queen of England prohib- 
iting the further exportation of carbolic 
acid from the United Kingdom, to which 
the fullest reference has been made in our 
market reports: 

By THE QUEEN. 
A Proclamation. 
Victoria R. 

Whereas by “The Customs and Inland Revenue 
Act, 1879,” Section 8, certain 7 may, by 
Proclamation or Order in Council, be prohibited 
either to be exported or carried coastwise: And 
whereas, We, and with the advice of Our 
Privy Council, y Mon it expedient and necessary 
to prohibit the goods hereinafter mentioned to be 
exported or carried coastwise; We, by and with 
the advice aforesaid, do hereb order and direct 
that from and after the date hereof, the follow- 
ing goods, being articles which We have judged 
capable of being converted into or made useful in 
increasing the quantity of Military Stores, that is 
to say:— 

Picric Acid (Trinitro-phenol), 

Trinitro-cresol, 

Carbolic Acid (Phenol), 

Cresylic Acid (Cresol), Pas 
shall be, and the same are hereby, prohibited 
either to be exported from the United Kingdom 
or carried coastwise. 

Given at Our Court at Osborne House, Isle of 
Wight. this eleventh day of January, in the year 
of Our Lord One thousand nine hundred, and in 
the sixty-third _ of our reign. 

od Save the Queen. 


An Artistic Book. 

“From Summer Land to Summer” tells 
-of a journey from Thomasville, Ga., to 
New York, during April and May, 1899, 
and the little account is the work of the 





Rev.* J. Harris Knowles, of New York. 
The trip is most charmingly told, and 
the pictures are so apt, so dainty, so 
apropos and so prettily artistic that the 
perusal is a delightful treat. The illus- 
trations are from photographs by the 
Rev. F. Landon Humphreys, D. D., Lud- 
wig Schumacher and Lemuel Zerkel. The 
book has been privately printed for Dr. 
Frederick Humphreys, former president 
of the Proprietary Association of Amer- 
ica, and president of the Humphreys’ 
Homeopathic Remedy Company. 


A Modern Medicine Mill. 


No pharmaceutical establishment in this 
country possesses the confidence and es- 
teem of the drug trade in a greater de- 
gree than Hance Brothers & White, at 
Philadelphia. Through nearly fifty years 
this solid and substantial house has main- 
tained a constant and steady growth and 
to-day ranks as one of the largest labora- 
tories in the world. 

Success so remarkable could not have 
been attained by mere chance; it is the 





reward which comes to patient merit and 


integrity. The Hance “Modern Medi- 
cine Mill,” to use their own apt expres- 
sion, is the embodiment of a half cen- 
tury’s development and constantly en- 
larging experience in the field of pharma- 
ceutical investigation, manufacturing and 
merchandizing. 

The aim of the house has always been 
to rely upon the virtues of the goods they 
manufacture, instead of following meth- 
ods which may bring transient success, 
but are in the end destructive of perma- 
nent renown. It has always been the pol- 
icy of the firm to keep in closest touch 
with the retail drug trade. They have 
made a study of the conditions existing 
therein, and throughout their whole ca- 
reer have worked earnestly for the bene- 
fit of the same. 

Rapidly increasing business has necessi- 
tated constant additions to the laborator- 
ies in Philadelphia. More so than ever 
has this been the case of late; work is 
being pushed with all energy, and when 
the new building operations are com- 
pleted the already large manufacturing 
capacity of this progressive house will be 
more than doubled. 

Besides the main office in Philadelphia, 
Hance Brothers & White have three 
branch offices in New York, Chicago and 
Pittsburg respectively. In each of these 
a large stock of goods is kept and each 
is in charge of a competent manager. The 
New York office is in the Seabury Build-- 
ing, No. 59-61 Maiden lane; it takes in 
the entire ground floor and is very hand- 
some and commodious. John Clay, a 
gentleman long and favorably known to 
the trade, is the manager in charge. The 


Chicago office is managed by J. H. Od- 
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bert, with headquarters at No. 195 East 
Randolph street. The Pittsburg branch 
is under the competent management of 
H. C. Lucas, with an office at No. 419 
Seventh avenue. 

The laboratory and main office and all 
the branch offices are situated in the very 
heart of the drug centers of their respec- 
tive cities, thus making them easy of ac- 
cess and enabling goods to be supplied 
promptly. The firm extends a cordial in- 
vitation to all druggists to visit any of 
their offices whenever it suits their con- 
venience. 


Fatal Fall of a Paris Professor. 


The post of assistant professor of phy- 
sics at the Paris School of Pharmacy is 
still vacant. M. Cauro was nominated 
last May, when the scholastic year was 
practically finished. During the holidays, 
says the “Chemist and Druggist,” he 
went to the Alps, where he met with a 
terribly tragic fate, the following details 
of which have recently been published. 
He left Chamouix on Aug. 28 at 8 a. m., 
with his companion, M. Lespiau, and 
three guides to make some scientific ex- 
periments on the route des Grands Mu- 
lets. Ata height of about 7,000 feet, rain 
began to fall and shelter was sought. M. 
Cauro, who brought up the rear, ap- 
proached the brink of a precipice to ex- 
amine the slopes. His foot slipped, and 
he was hurled down a depth of a thou- 
sand feet, rebounding like a ball, and was 
found at the bottom a shapeless mass. 


The Phenyo Caffein Plan. 


The entire drug trade should be deeply 
interested in the principle which the 
Phenyo Caffein Company, of Worcester, 
Mass., is seeking to establish. This prin- 
ciple, briefly, is that the wholesale drug- 
gist is not’a merchant of phenyo caffein 
in the strict sense, but is merely a dis- 
tributing agent working upon a fixed 
commission. Their object is to make the 
retail druggists virtually direct buyers 
from the company, and thus holden to 
the company for the proper observance 
of the retail price fixed by it. They 
naturally looked for opposition and have 
found it in the person of a retail drug- 
gist who refused to be governed by the 
terms of the contract. The Phenyo Caf- 
fein Company is now suing this man, and 
will in all human probability obtain judg- 
ment against him. The principle estab- 
lished by a London Court in the case of 
a retail dealer who refused to conform to 
a retail price established by a manwufac- 
turer, while a quite modern legal view- 
point, is now of very general acceptance. 
Druggists who are awake to the serious 
conditions which confront the entire drug 
trade should appreciate and support the 
Phenyo Caffein Company for the intelli- 
gent pioneer work they have so cheer- 
fully undertaken. 


Bruno, Grosche & Co., of 81 New 
street, New York, are agents for the 
United States and Canada for Ferrosol. 
This preparation is entitled to the con- 
sideration of the retail pharmacist. Lit- 
erature will be sent to anyone on appli- 
cation. 


Write for a catalogue of filled and 
empty capsules manufactured by the 
Grape Capsule Company, of Allentown, 
Pa. This concern also makes a specialty 
of putting up private formulas in this 
form, at very attractive figures. 
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Our Drug Imports. 


Some interesting facts concerning the 
importation of drugs were recently given 
in an article on the Appraisers’ Stores 
in this city in a Sunday newspaper. Ac- 
cording to the writer, the business han- 
dled in the Seventh Division, or Drug 
Department of Public Stores, at Christo- 
pher and Washington streets, amounts to 
$50,000,000 annually. The law requires 
that drugs shall come up to the standard 
of purity established by United States 
and foreign authorities and the number of 
tests turned over to the laboratory is 
enormous. Questions of export as well 
as import come within its scope. All 
exported goods, upon the component 
parts of which duty has been paid are 
entitled to a drawback, that is, the Gov- 
ernment refunds the duty paid upon im- 
ported raw material when the manufac- 
tured product of that material is exported. 
A moment’s thought will show that this 
opens up a wide field for chemical in- 
vestigation. Almost all of our patent 
medicines are entitled to a drawback, on 
alcohol and drugs. In addition to the 
work devolving upon it in connection 
with New York customs, the Public 
Stores laboratory is the court of appeal 
for vexed questions of chemical analysis 
at all of the other United States ports. 
Last year 90,000 separate tests were made 
in the department, many of them requir- 
ing weeks of chemical research; and it is 
said that in one year $100,000 was saved 
for the Government in the matter of dyes 
and coloring matter alone. The revenue 
from duties on opium is perhaps more 
than that obtained from any other drugs, 
but this is mostly obtained from the opi- 
um paste prepared for smoking, which is 
never used as a drug. This opium pays 
$10 per pound, while the duty on 
crude opium—the kind used in medicine 
—is only $1 per pound. The number of 
articles passing through the drug depart- 
ment is greater than that in any other 
department, and the volume of business 
done in this one division exceeds in value 
the total combined importations of the 

orts of Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
eur Orleans and San Francisco. 


An Opening for Enterprise. 

The “Old Vermont Spring” advertised 
im another column was the first mineral 
spring discovered in the State of Ver- 
mont. The water from this spring has 
never been introduced to the public, still 
the great medicinal properties of the wat- 
er have been well known in New England 
for many years, as this spring is men- 
tioned in the history of Vermont. 

It is claimed that people have been 
cured of rheumatism and other chronic 
diseases by the use of this water, and a 
prominent New York lawyer is said to 
have been entirely cured by it of cancer 
of the tongue, caused by excessive smok- 
ing. 

A tract of land (about 50 acres) on 
which this spring is located has recently 
been purchased by the advertiser, who is 
desirous of placing the water on the mar- 
ket. It is within three miles of a well 
known mineral spring which has been 
developed, and for which there is a large 
demand for its water. The owner desires 
to make arrangements with some one to 
market the water. Inquiries should be 
addressed to “Mineral,” care this office. 


If you have an Idea, send it to our 
Prize Essay Editor—$s5 if it is good. 


Sale of Pharmaceutical Specialties 
in Portugal. 


The sale of pharmaceutical specialties in 
Portugal is subjected to certain special 
dispositions which are here briefly de- 
scribed. ; 

In order to obtain the authorization for 
the sale of a preparation, the inventor or 
his representative must, in the first place, 
send to the Secretary of the Interior a 
sample, accompanied by the exact 
formula of its composition and by a re- 
cipe showing the payment of 75 milreis, 
which is the cost of the necessary license. 

The secrecy of the preparations is guar- 
anteed, but the inventor or his agent 
will have, if required, to furnish all the 
necessary ingredients and apparatus for 
its analysis or preparation, 

In case of a favorable report from the 
Board of Health, the license is granted 
bv a publication in the Official Journal 
and the price of the preparation is in- 
scribed in the official tariff of medicines. 

The licenses are personal and have a 
duration of at least five years. The 
formula of preparation shall be published 
in the Official Journal fifteen years after 
the date of the granting of the license in 
Portugal. 

The sale of pharmaceutical remedies, 
which have obtained the approbation of 
foreign medical academies, can also be 
authorized in Portugal, if the inventors 
or their agent comply with the above- 
mentioned formalities. 

The following are the principal pharma- 
cists of Lisbon, the capital and the larg- 
est commercial city of Portugal: Alves 
De Azevedo & Ca., praca de D. Pedro, 
31; Azevedo, Irmao & Veiga, Rua de S. 
Roque, 24; J. P. wastos & Ca., Rue de S. 
Juliao, 124; Mattos-Miranda, Rua Aurea, 
228; Pharmacia Durao, Rua Garrett, go. 


The Course of the Plague. 


A case of what was undoubtedly the 
plague was discovered on Dec. 12 in the 
person of the bookkeeper in a Chinese 
establishment in Honolulu. The coun- 
cil of state was immediately called in ex- 
traordinary session, and appropriated 
$25,000 for the use of the Board of Health 
in combating the disease. The Oriental 
quarter was at once quarantined, and no 
one was allowed to enter or leave this 
section without a permit from the board 
of health. Within 24 hours after the 
bookkeeper’s case had been diagnosed as 
the bubonic plague five deaths had oc- 
curred, all from the plague. Fumigation 
plants and crematories were established 
at the four corners of the Oriental sec- 
tion, and the bodies of the dead were 
cremated. The transports Warren, Cen- 
tennial and Newport were in the harbor, 
but left in the course of the week, the 
first-named for Manila. The others 
reached San Francisco on Dec. 27, and 
were detained at quarantine. In India a 
recrudescence of the epidemic is threat- 
ened. Ahmednuggur has suffered very 
badly from the plague, and is not yet free 
from it. Sholapur now has a severe epi- 
demic. Bombay is thought to be in the 
beginning of another plague experience. 
Parts of the Satara district have been 
badly attacked. News from reliable 
sources in the Orient is to the effect that 
the disease is prevalent in China and also 
in Japan, and the officers at Manila have 
taken precautions to prevent the plague 
from getting a foothold there. In Maur- 
itius during December there were 20 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


new cases of plague in the island, 
and 12 deaths from the disease  oc- 
curred during the same period. A des- 
patch from Manila, dated Jan. 3, states 
that the health officers have found a na- 
tive having all the symptoms of bubonic 
plague in a house in the walléd city, 
where two deaths which may have been 
due to plague have occurred. The pa- 
tient has been isoJated and every precau- 
tion has been taken to prevent a spread 
of the disease. The quarantine system in 
the Philippines has been placed under the 
direction of the Marine Hospital service. 
There are already two quarantine plants 
in the islands, and some of the surgeons 
of the Marine Hospital service are al- 
ready on their way to Manila and are 
expected to arrive there within a short 
time.—Medical Record. 


The Twentieth Century. 


The nineteenth century closes with the 
year 1900. Immediately after midnight, 
therefore, of Dec. 31, 1900, is when the 
twentieth century begins. In other words, 
it begins with the first second of the first 
hour of the first day of January, 1901. 

The twentieth century will open on a 
Tuesday and close on a Sunday. It will 
have the greatest number of leap years 
possible for a century—twenty-four. The 
year 1904 will be the first one, then every 
fourth year after that to and including the 
year 2000. February will three times 
have five Sundays; in 1920, 1948 and 1976. 

The twentieth century will contain 36,- 
525 days, which lacks but one day of be- 
ing exactly 5,218 weeks. The middle day 
of the century will be Jan. 1, 1951. 

Several announcements are made of 
changes to be inaugurated with the open- 
ing of the new century. The first of im- 
portance is that Russia will adopt the 
Gregorian calendar. This will be done by 
omitting thirteen days, the amount of er- 
ror that will have accumulated after the 
close of February, 1900. The Russians 
will then write Jan. 1, 1901, instead of 
Dec. 19, 1900, or rather, instead of both, 
according to the dual system now in 
vogue in that country and in Greece. 
The other important announcement is 
that it is not at all unlikely that the astro- 
nomig¢al day, which now begins at noon 
of the civil day, will begin with the civib 
day, at midnight. The present method 
of having the astronomical day to begin 
twelve hours after the beginning of the 
civil day is apt to be confusing. On the 
other hand, to have the former begin at 
midnight, just when astronomers are of- 
ten busiest, will be to them somewhat in- 
convenient. 


Druggists who have not already made 
up a list of people in their neighborhood 
who raise, handle or own horses should 
do so at once and forward it to W. F. 
Young, 68 Monmouth street, Springfield, 
Mass., who will at once forward to each 
aadress a copy of his booklet entitled 
“How to Take Care of a Horse,” with 
the druggist’s imprint. The distribution 
of this booklet results in bringing trade 
to the drug store. The reason for this. 
wil be readily discovered by any drug- 
gist who will take the trouble to write for 
a copy. 


Wife (sleepily): “What is the matter 
with baby?” Husband (on the walk): “I 
think he is suffering from an attack of 
yeller fever.” 
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